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The Books of Peter 

1 Peter 

 
Background 
 
Secular Romans made harsh accusations against early Christians. In his work Annals (Burning 
Rome), the Roman historian Tacitus wrote: 

"Therefore, to stop the rumor [that he had set Rome on fire], he [Emperor Nero] falsely charged with guilt, 
and punished with the most fearful tortures, the persons commonly called Christians, who were [generally] 
hated for their enormities. Christus, the founder of that name, was put to death as a criminal by Pontius Pilate, 
procurator of Judea, in the reign of Tiberius, but the pernicious superstition - repressed for a time, broke out 
yet again, not only through Judea, - where the mischief originated, but through the city of Rome also, whither 
all things horrible and disgraceful flow from all quarters, as to a common receptacle, and where they are 
encouraged. Accordingly first those were arrested who confessed they were Christians; next on their 
information, a vast multitude was convicted, not so much on the charge of burning the city, as of "hating the 
human race."  

In their very deaths they were made the subjects of sport: for they were covered with the hides of wild beasts, 
and worried to death by dogs, or nailed to crosses, or set fire to, and when the day waned, burned to serve for 
the evening lights. Nero offered his own garden players for the spectacle, and exhibited a Circensian game, 
indiscriminately mingling with the common people in the dress of a charioteer, or else standing in his chariot. 
For this cause a feeling of compassion arose towards the sufferers, though guilty and deserving of exemplary 
capital punishment, because they seemed not to be cut off for the public good, but were victims of the 
ferocity of one man."  

Common Roman accusations against Christians  

1. Atheism – Christians did not use idols or worship the emperor (Acts 15:29) 
2. Cannibalism – eating the “flesh and blood of Christ” during the Eucharist 
3. Immorality – the “love feasts” 
4. Damaging economic well being and stirring up riots – Acts 16:16-23, Acts 19:23-41 
5. Social unrest – teaching slaves that all men were equal (Galatians 3:28), and that slaves were 

even as good as aristocrats (Philemon 1:16). 
 
1 Peter 1 
 
V1 - This letter was written by the Apostle Peter (1:1), probably around 62 AD, at the onset of the first 
great persecution of Christians in the Roman Empire, that of Nero (54-68 AD, persecution 62-64).  
The Empire had suffered during the famine under Claudius (41-54 AD), and the Christians, like most 
impoverished people throughout history, suffered the worst. The fever in Palestine was rising, with the 
great Jewish rebellion against Rome only four years away (66 AD), Nero had begun his descent into 
madness which would lead to his suicide in 68 AD.   Assuming that Babylon is a code name for 
Rome, Peter wrote this epistle from Rome and faced the same persecution as his readers (1 Peter 
5:13).  Christian tradition holds that he was crucified in Rome just a few years later.    
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V2 – Peter’s readers were chosen by God, in accordance with His foreknowledge of whom He would 
select and who would respond in faith.  The work of the Son on the cross enabled them to be justified, 
and the work of the Spirit was sanctifying them, transforming them into the image of Christ.   
 

V3 – Believers should bless (εὐλογητός eulogētos - praise) the God the Father, who through the Lord 

Jesus Christ brought us from spiritual death into spiritual life in the present, and from physical death 
to physical life in a new body in the future. This is certain, because Jesus Christ our Savior did it first.  
 
V4 – As a result of His work, Christians are adopted into the family of God and will inherit all of His 
riches and grace, beginning with eternal life. Unlike the treasures of this world, the inheritance of God 
will never pass away.  
 
V5 – The power of God Himself protects those who love Him, ensuring that whatever they face in the 
world, their eternity is secure.  
 
V6 – When followers of Christ have the right perspective, one that spans eternity rather than one that 
spans an earthly lifetime, this protection is a source of great comfort and astounding joy. The trials of 
this world, even the worst that man can inflict on other men, are short compared to the everlasting joy 
of the hereafter.  
 
V7 – Peter’s readers were about to endure the ferocious persecution of Nero. Some would be killed 
and pass on into the eternal glory of which Peter spoke. Others would survive and find their faith 
much stronger and deeper than before; leaving them better able to proclaim the gospel to those 
around. More people would be saved, and therefore more would praise the Lord.  
 
V8 – Since this letter was written over 30 years after the ascension of Christ, very few readers would 
actually have seen Him. However, the fact that they believed without having seen confers on them a 
greater blessing (John 20:29). 
 
V9 – Because they believed, the entire person, body and spirit, would ultimately be saved; dwelling 
with God in eternal glory.   
 
VV 10-11 – Contrary to our pompous modern belief that those who came before were inferior in 
intellect and character, the prophets of old were careful in examining the evidence about the Messiah.  
They searched the Scriptures and the world around them for evidence of God’s work in their times. 
Through the power of the Spirit they inquired about what kind of man He would be, His sufferings, 
and His final glory. 
 
V12 – In discovering the truth about the Messiah, the prophets were teaching the people about the 
work of the Lord and bringing them to Him. These saints of old were not serving themselves, but the 
Lord through Israel and later through the Church, and were privileged to discover things that even the 
angels longed to see.  
 
V13 – The salvation provided to Christians by the work of their Savior is truly great. As a result, 
believers must be prepared to serve Him in whatever way He has commanded. We must keep our 
wits about us to accomplish His purposes. Our hope must be only in Christ and never in what the 
world might offer. Our reward will be deep knowledge of and an intimate relationship with God 
through Jesus Christ.  
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V14 - We are children before the mighty power and amazing wisdom of God, and as such we must 
obey our Father, and trust Him to care for us. We were estranged from Him, but on accepting Christ 
we were brought back into His family; enjoying Him and others forever. 
As a result of our new position, believers should never revert to the activities which enslaved them 
before they were adopted by the Lord.  
 
VV 15-16 – The Holy Spirit is perfect and called us to be like Him. Therefore we are to be perfect, not 
just in our actions but also in our thinking. He is holy (set apart) and so are we. Sin seems enticing, 
but when understood by the perfect understanding of the Spirit, it is death. There is nothing enticing 
about it.  
 
V17 – The Father judges each of us according to our works. Good works motivated by the influence 
of the Spirit in the heart of a Christian will be rewarded; as will works by nonbelievers that the Spirit 
uses to move that person towards a saving faith in the Lord. Other works, regardless of how good 
they may seem to the eyes of man, will not attain the favor of the Father. This is hard to understand 
and harder to accept, but even our righteousness is like filthy rags apart from the work of the Father 
(Isaiah 64:6). As a result, believers must do good – the indwelling Spirit will have it no other way.  
 
VV 18-19 – The redemption of man was purchased with the ultimate price, the death of God Himself 
in the person of the Son. It was far too valuable to be bought with the treasures of the earth, but 
required the ultimate treasure of heaven.  
 
V20 – From before the beginning of time, God the Father had planned to sacrifice God the Son for 
the salvation of man. The first Messianic prophecy is found in the Garden of Eden immediately after 
the first sin resulted in the spiritual death of man (Genesis 3:15). 
 
V21 – Christians will be raised from the dead because Christ was raised from the dead. Christians will 
experience the glory the Father because Christ experienced the glory of the Father.  
 
V22 – Obedience to the word of God will result in genuine love for our brothers and sisters in Christ. It 
is impossible to truly know the Lord and obey His word and harbor pride or resentment against the 
rest of the body. Studying the Bible is not enough; Satan knows the words of Scripture better than 
any man ever has or will in this earthly frame. Believers must intimately know the word of God and 
through it be transformed by the Spirit of God. This will be evident by their love for one another.  
 
VV 23-25 – Earthly man, the entire earth, and even the universe, are corruptible. The Bible tells us, 
and physics suggests, that one day it will all be destroyed. Everything that we enjoy and endure in 
this life will pass, but everything that we enjoy and endure in the life to come will last forever. As the 
word of God, personified in Jesus Christ, lasts forever, so will every man. The question of life is: will 
we last forever with Him or without Him?  
 
The word of God, the Bible, speaks of the Word of God, the Lord Jesus Christ. It is that word which is 
preached to believers, and it is that Word which will save them all.  
 
1 Peter 2 
 
V1 – As a result of the grace of God given to believers, Peter’s readers were to leave behind all 

malice (κακία kakia – malice, desire to injure), guile (deceit), hypocrisy (ὑπόκρισις hypokrisis - 
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dissimulation), envy (φθόνος phthonos – resentment generated because of something held by another), and slander 

(καταλαλιά katalalia – defamation, evil speaking). 

 
VV 2-3 – In Peter’s time there were no infant formulas; all babies were nursed at a woman’s breast. 
Most were nursed by their own mothers, but some were nursed by other women who served as wet 
nurses. Human milk was considered “pure” in that it was free of contaminants. Genesis 35 described 
Deborah, nurse to Rebekah, and Exodus 2 mentioned that Pharaoh’s daughter sought a wet nurse 
for Moses.   
 
Newborns long for their mother’s milk and they need nothing else for the first several months of life to 
grow and develop. In the same way Christians long for the pure milk of the word of God.  The Bible 
helps them to grow and develop. In “nursing” on the word of God, His people taste His kindness. 
 
There are several relevant characteristics of nursing babies and mothers: 
 

1. Nursing infants must suck hard to extract milk from a mother’s breast. The pores are far 
smaller than the holes in a nursing nipple used on a bottle, and the milk is harder to get. As a 
result, nursing babies develop better facial bones and muscles. 

2. Breast feeding brings the infant and the mother, or at least the wet nurse, close together. 
Mothers hold babies face to face and about 18 inches away, exactly right for the eyes of the 
little one to see her. It is impossible to nurse from afar. Since each woman’s milk has a distinct 
smell and taste, babies will generally nurse from only one woman unless there is nothing else 
available.  

3. Babies do nothing but nurse in the early months, and it is difficult for the mother to do much 
else, except perhaps read or watch television. Therefore nursing slows down both participants. 
They can experience one another with little distraction.   

4. The nursing babe will experience much more of his nursing mother than just her milk. He will 
hear her voice and the other sounds of her body, feel her warmth, and experience her in 
profound ways. 

5. Babies often take on the emotions of their mother during the nursing experience. A relaxed 
mother will help her baby be relaxed, and an anxious or distracted mother will soon find herself 
with an anxious or distracted baby.     

 
Does not this apply to believers as they experience the word of God? Does it not require hard work to 
get the full knowledge out of the Bible, and do we not develop better as a result? Do we not see God 
face to face in His Word, and does He not keep us at the right distance to experience Him best with 
our developing spiritual eyes? After acquiring a taste for the word of God, can we nurse from another 
source? Do we approach the Scriptures with little distraction? When believers experience the word of 
God, do we not also hear His voice, feel His presence, and experience Him in profound ways? Do we 
take on His emotion when we absorb His word.  
 
V4 – Using another metaphor, Peter portrayed Jesus as a living stone, the kind that might be used as 
a cornerstone for a great building. The human builders rejected this cornerstone, but the Divine 
builder knew it to be the only cornerstone that could support His greatest building, the Church.  
 
V5 – As Jesus is the support for the Church, each Christian is a stone that God uses to build the 
Church. When each believer grows strong in faith and knowledge of God, the Church grows stronger. 
Peter also portrayed believers as holy priests, offering spiritual sacrifices to the Lord.  
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VV 6-8 – Isaiah used the building analogy to refer to God’s work (Isaiah 28:16), as did the Psalmist 
(Psalm 118:22). Peter, knowledgeable as he had become over the years in the Law, Writings and 
Prophets, borrowed it for his readers. 
Jesus the cornerstone is precious to those who believe in Him, and a stumbling block to those who 
refuse to believe. As a result of their rejection, these non-believers are appointed to doom.     
 
VV 9-10 – The hatred against Christians increased as their numbers grew, and Peter knew that his 
readers needed encouragement as well as instruction.  Referring back to the Old Testament, he 
reminded them of their high position in Christ. 
 

Title OT Reference Meaning 

A chosen race Isaiah 43:20,  
Deuteronomy 10:15 

God brought His people to Himself.  He chose them, not 
them Him. 

A royal priesthood Exodus 19:6 
Isaiah 61:6, 66:21 

A royal house suffused with great dignity and dedicated to 
His personal service.  Such a priesthood also exercises 
rule (cf. 1 Corinthians 6:2-3, Revelation 5:9-10). 

A holy nation Exodus 19:6 
Deuteronomy 7:6 

A nation set apart to the Lord, distinct from all other 
peoples. 

A people for 
God’s possession 

Exodus 19:5 
Deuteronomy 4:20 

A people owned in a special way by the Creator (cf. Hosea 
1:9-10) 

  
Notice that Peter is taking Old Testament promises directed towards God’s covenant people, the 
Jews, and applying thepromises to His new people, all who believe in Jesus Christ (which includes 
Jewish believers – see Romans 11).  This was as thrilling to the Christians as it was appalling to the 
Jewish authorities, who thought that the Christians were teaching that God had rejected them. 
 
The Church has been given these blessings so that it might communicate the greatness of God to all 
of the peoples of the world.  We were in the darkness of confusion and wickedness just like everyone 
else, but God, for no reason other than His goodness, called us into the light of truth.  We neither 
sought salvation nor deserved it in any way, but He granted it to us.  We had not been given mercy, 
but now we have (cf. Hosea 2:23).  Therefore we are to use our lives proclaiming His excellencies 
throughout the earth.  
 
V11 – The exalted status given to the Church means that its members are not like other people on 
the earth.  Christians are not at home in this world because they are seeking a better world; one 
where the Lord is (Hebrews 11:14-16). Therefore, believers in Christ are aliens and foreigners in this 
world.  We are literally in the world but not of this world (John 18:36).    
 
People who do not have Christ, without a future home to anticipate, have their eyes fixed on this 
world. Their happiness, their dreams, and their successes, must come in this world if they are to 

come at all. The desires (ἐπιθυμία epithymia - lusts) and thoughts of this world crowd out desires and 

thoughts of God and His kingdom (Mark 4:19). The human soul was made for eternal communion 
with God, the One who created and loves each of us.  For a person to focus on this world and not 
focus on the Lord violates His plan and the way we have been made. Our sinful nature would 
separate us from God and our nature as creatures draws us to Him.  These forces war in our 
members.   
 
Since Jesus’ followers are not of this world, we are not to live like people who are of this world.  Our 
hopes and dreams are focused on God’s work now and spending eternity with Him in our real home.  
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Our time horizons are not limited to 70 or 80 years but span throughout eternity and therefore we 
weight our priorities accordingly.  The lusts of the world would have us “get all we can while we can”; 
whether that means pleasure, sex, money, fame, power, excitement, or whatever.  
This mindset makes perfect sense if in just a few decades we cease to exist and there is nothing else.  
This mindset makes no sense if we truly live forever.  If believers never truly die (but only “sleep”), we 
have plenty of time to enjoy ourselves in the hereafter; now is the time to get as many others as 
possible out of eternal separation from God and into His kingdom.  The reward can wait; we have 
important work to do.  
 
V12 – And how do we do the important work of making disciples that God has for us?  We do it by 
keeping our behavior excellent at all times, both around our brethren and around those who do not 
know Him. Because Christians are “aliens and strangers” in this world, those who are of this world will 
neither understand nor like them.  Followers of Christ will seem like evildoers and will be the victims 
of slander and persecution.   
 
The antidote to this is to live consistently excellent lives, performing such good deeds that even the 
heathen (at least the reasonable ones) must admire.  As a result of seeing the virtues of Christ lived 
out in the lives of His people (and seeing their love for one another – John 13:34-35), nonbelievers 
will glorify God and some day He will visit them with salvation. God’s “Visitation” in the Bible either 
refers to His judgment or His blessing, but in the New Testament it speaks of His blessing (Luke 1:68, 
7:16, 19:44). 
 
VV 13-14 - As Peter’s audience, the Christians in Asia Minor noted in 1:1, are soon to face 
persecution, they will need to know how to respond to the authorities who will be persecuting them.  
This is an important part of living lives that will cause others to glorify God and lead them to Him.  
 

In James 4:7 Christians are told to submit (ὑποτάσσω hypotassō) to God.  In verse 13 we are to 

submit to the authorities over us, knowing that the authority that these people possess was given to 
them by God (cf. John 19:11, Romans 13:1-4). Submit has a military connotation, with the idea of 
soldiers lining up in their proper order under their commander. It further means that they will obey 
their commander, yielding themselves to his control.  Thus as believers take their proper position in 
the body of Christ they also take their proper position in society and serve under the direction of the 
leaders for the benefit of all.  In so doing, they will be serving God. 
 
Keep in mind that the Bible does not specify how people get power; some receive it because of their 
birth, some because of money, some because of power (such as leading an army), and some are 
democratically elected.  However they received their position, however, the Bible teaches that God 
ultimately placed them in that position and intends that they will use it to serve Him (cf. Isaiah 45:1-7, 
Daniel 4:34-35).  
 

“Authorities” (κτίσις ktisis - ordinance) include national authorities such as kings, regional authorities 

such as governors, and other human institutional authorities.  In our times these would include 
judges, teachers, police officers, and others. This only applies, however, when they act in the course 
of their lawful duties and when they do not disagree with God’s commands (cf. Acts 5:29). 
 
Believers are to obey authorities for the Lord’s sake.  As noted before, one of the main objections to 
early Christianity was that it opposed lawful government and was even treasonous.  Jesus, however, 
never wanted political considerations to get in the way of His mission of providing eternal salvation to 
rebellious humanity. Therefore, except in cases of direct opposition to the will of God, believers were 
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to obey authorities and live in peace with those around them.  This is the same as the command God 
gave to the Jews living in Babylon after the destruction of Jerusalem (Jeremiah 29:1-14).   
 
Some may object that this passage is unrealistic because many governments reward evildoers and 
punish the righteous. This is undeniable.  However, no government can systematically promote chaos 
and evil throughout its dominion and survive as a government or as a society.  Even the worst 
governments in history have practiced justice for a certain percentage of their population; just enough 
to keep them in power.   
 
Many would consider the governments of Nazi Germany, Stalinist Russia, and Maoist China to be the 
worst governments of the 20th century.  They were sources of unspeakable evil in the Holocaust, the 
pogroms and purges, and the Cultural Revolution.  Still, even these had to enforce traffic laws, honor 
contracts, and maintain a modicum of societal stability, if nothing else to ensure their own survival. 
Nero, Saddam Hussein and Idi Amin had to perform the basic requirements of government, at least 
for a large enough group to stay in power.   
 
Our natural revulsion to being under authority: 
 
Noam Chomsky (2007, MIT Linguistics Professor) – “Authority is illegitimate, it has to prove itself, and 
it very rarely can. The burden of proof is on authority, not on opposing authority, and that's true in 
every aspect of life.” 
 
We see that, contrary to the opinion of Noam Chomsky and many others, authority as a concept is 
legitimate.  Further, God calls His people to obey legitimate authorities; those with legal relationships 
of authority over us.  We are commanded to obey even those authorities which are not good, except 
for when they command us to do things directly opposed to the word of God.    
 
V15 – Words are cheap, and they surround us in noise and confusion.  The chattering classes, the 
“talking heads” of the media and the dinner party, have an uncanny ability to muddle every argument 
and distort every truth.  Their ability is enhanced by our modern predisposition to frenzied activity 
without coherent thought. It is also enhanced by our modern predisposition to isolate belief from 
action.  We may say that we believe something, but such “belief” does not change how we live.  
Therefore it never becomes deeply ingrained as a belief and we become “driven and tossed by the 
wind…double-minded men, unstable in all our ways.” 
 
When was the last time that we carefully considered both sides of a question, pondered the deeper 
implications thereof, chose which to believe, and changed our behavior because of our change in 
belief? 
 
However, a thousand arguments cannot eliminate the power of a godly life. By living in the midst of 
God’s will, consistently and joyfully, Christians will eventually silence the attacks of the ignorant.  Only 
the most foolish of men can maintain a lie in the face of overwhelming truth.  Our Lord intends our 
lives to provide overwhelming truth of His work in us, so that others will know Him.  
 
V16 – Christians are to act as free men because they are, more than anyone else, truly free.  The fact 
of immortality in Christ frees us from the “70 year time frame” and therefore frees us from slavery to 
our lusts.  To truly apprehend eternal life is to be free from the fear of death and from every other fear 
and lust that derives from it. Think about it; if this life is merely a shadow of the next, and if we live 
forever in the new earth in perfect communion with Christ,  
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1. Why would we want to accumulate money, power, or fame?  
2. Why would we fear what man can do to us, since he can only kill the body (Psalm 118:6, 

Matthew 10:28), and death is only the gateway to real life? 
3. Why would we compete with one another?  What could we possibly gain from it, since all 

believers share the same promises now and will share the same paradise in the future? 
4. Why would we be impatient?  God gives us enough time to accomplish His will in this world, 

and gives us time everlasting in the future world. 
 
Thus Christians were freer than other men, slaves to sin in their fear of death, could ever be.  They 
are therefore to act like free men and use their freedom as servants of God.  In light of our eternal 
lives, the only activities that make sense on this earth are giving glory to God by loving Him, enjoying 
Him, and serving Him in every way.  Whether through career, relationships, recreation, church, or 
anything else, He is our focus.  
 
Freedom must never be used as a veneer for sin.  Indeed, sin robs us of our freedom in Christ 
(Romans 6:1-2). 
 

V17 – As servants of God, we will honor (τιμάω timaō – recognize the God-given value of) men, love 

(ἀγαπάω agapaō – show godly, self-denying affection for) the brotherhood of Christians, fear (φοβέω 

phobeō – treat with reverence, be struck with amazement) God, and honor the king.   
 
V18 – Peter continues the theme of this section, found in verse 12, which is “keep your behavior 
excellent among the Gentiles”, so they may “glorify God.” He has instructed the followers of Christ to 
submit to human authorities, all the while knowing that we are of all men most free.  Now he comes to 
a special case, what are servants to do, especially those who serve wicked masters?   
 

The word used for servant (οἰκέτης oiketēs) in this passage is only found four times in the New 

Testament. It refers to “one who is in the same household as another and is under the authority of 

that person.”  The most common word for servant or slave in the New Testament is δοῦλος doulos, 

which is more general, applying to household slaves and to others.  The harshest form of slavery in 
the Roman Empire was working in mines or rowing galleys; either being a sentence of death and 
reserved for prisoners of war and criminals.  These slaves did not belong to an individual household.     
 

Therefore household servants are to submit to (ὑποτάσσω hypotassō) and respect (φόβος phobos – 

fear, revere) their masters.  This includes those who treat them fairly and those who do not (σκολιός 

skolios – crooked, surly, perverse). The command to submit to an unjust master, however, is qualified by 
believer’s responsibility to fear God rather than men (Acts 5:29). 
 
The Greek “Hypotasso” suggests soldiers lining up under their commander to do their job.  Roman 
infantry would line up in maniples, three ranks of 40 men each with a three foot square of fighting 
space around each one.  Javelin-armed skirmishers would go before the line before the battle was 
joined and on the flanks afterward.  Equestrians were heavy cavalry usually intended to assault the 
enemy flanks.     
 
Slaves in the Roman Empire were considered property of their masters, but by the first century were 
protected by many laws. For example, Claudius announced that if a slave was abandoned by his 
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master, he became free. Nero granted slaves the right to complain against their masters in a court. 
Slaves held a variety of positions, from teachers, accountants and physicians, to manual laborers.    
 
Submitting, therefore, meant performing one’s assigned task to the best of one’s ability without 
complaining.  “Right away, all the way, and with a happy heart” might be one way to describe it.  
Given the natural penchant of people to resist authority, this is hard enough if the master is good.  
What about if the master is abusive? 
 
Despite the legal protections, even household slavery in Rome could be harsh.  Peter understood 
this, but still told his readers to submit to their masters.  Sometimes Christians even suffered physical 
abuse at the hands of their masters.  At this time, they had gained legal recourse  
 
V19 – Working for an unjust master surely causes the servant to suffer, but to do so for the sake of 
service to the Just Master, the Lord Himself, brings favor from the Lord.  In many circumstances it can 
also bring favor from the unjust master. Consider the passage from Tacitus above; Christians gained 
sympathy and even adherents from those who watched their unjust suffering.  
 
V20 – Peter delineates suffering for wrongdoing from suffering for doing good.  If a servant has an 
unjust master and resents and resists him, or even more does something bad like destroying the 
master’s property, that servant will suffer punishment.  Enduring harshness with patience in that case 
gains no credit with God or man.   
 

The Greek (κολαφίζω kolaphizō) refers to striking with the fist, so Peter is describing a well 

deserved beating.   
 
If a servant has an unjust master but is nonetheless cheerful and faithful, working hard for the 
master’s benefit even though the master shows no concern for his, that servant will gain great credit 
from the Lord.  Furthermore, unless the master is sadistic or otherwise deranged, he will be 
influenced and perhaps even saved by the behavior of his servant.  The servant would then receive 
the blessing of God and a good master, and the Kingdom would gain another member. Is not the 
story of the Philippian jailer similar (Acts 16:22-34)? 
 
VV 21-24 – It is hard to suffer under an unjust master, and it is only possible when done for the love 
of Christ and in accordance with His example.  Suffering is hard to endure, but suffering perceived as 
unjust is impossible to endure.  Because Jesus Christ suffered terrible injustice, more than anyone 
else in history, for our sakes, our suffering in His service has meaning.  We can endure it.    
 

1. Jesus committed no sin, and His people must avoid sin at all times.   

2. Jesus had abuse heaped upon Him (λοιδορέω loidoreō – reviled) and returned no verbal 

abuse; neither should His people.   
3. Jesus physically suffered but never threatened retaliation.  Instead He trusted that justice 

would be done by the One who is the source and standard of all justice. Should Christians 
doubt that the Father of Justice will grant them justice as well?   

4. Jesus bore of sins of all men and took the punishment for all of their sins.  He also bore the 
sins for each of us.  If Jesus willingly suffered for the sins of each man, should not each man 
willingly suffer for the sins of others, including their unjust masters? 
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Notice the reflection of Isaiah’s fourth “Servant Song” (52:13-53:12) in this passage. The New 
Testament was not complete at this time and the Old Testament was the Scripture that early 
believers studied.   
 
V25 – Peter reminded his readers that like sheep straying from the safety of the shepherd, they 
continually strayed from the truth, sinning again and again and causing Christ more and more 
suffering.  Only on returning to Him, their shepherd and guardian, do they find protection for their 
souls.  
 
1 Peter 3 
 
VV 1-2 – Regarding the teaching on wives submitting to their husbands, please see the commentary 
on Ephesians 5:22-33. Note that this teaching came from both Peter and Paul.  
 
One reason that Peter provides for wives to submit is that their husbands is so that a man who did not 
follow Christ might discover His grace in his wife’s conduct. As reflected in verses eight and nine, 
godly living is extremely attractive. It is entirely reasonable, though by no means guaranteed, that a 
sensitive and intelligent man would contrast the life of his godly wife with that of others around him, 
be attracted to that life, and repent.  
 
VV 3-4 – In every culture on earth and since the dawn of time women have been concerned with their 
external appearance. Given the need to mate and the visual nature of male attraction, this is no 
surprise. Despite some opinions to the contrary, it is also no vice. There is no biblical reason that 
women, and men, shouldn’t present themselves as attractively as possible.  
 
The problem occurs when a person’s attractiveness is merely external. While the body is important 
and physical appearance matters, the inward virtues matter more. Unlike beauty which passes with 
sickness, injury, and age, godliness persists throughout life and into eternity. This teaching is similar 
to Paul’s in which he wrote that bodily exercise has some profit, but righteousness brings temporal 
and eternal reward (1 Timothy 4:8). 
 

Peter highlighted the qualities of gentleness and quietness. Gentleness (πραΰς praÿs) is required of 

both men and women in the church (Galatians 5:23), even as Jesus Christ Himself was gentle (2 

Corinthians 10:1). Quietness (ἡσύχιος hēsychios) refers to inner tranquility rather than a lack of 

speech, and is required of all Christians (1 Timothy 2:2). It is notable that though both characteristics 
are expected of believing men and women, Peter highlights them with respect to women. This is 
probably because of the loud and brazen nature of prostitutes and loose women in the ancient world. 
Note that quietness is not highlighted as a virtue of the excellent wife in Proverbs 31. Instead she 
“opens her mouth in wisdom and the teaching of kindness is on her tongue (verse 26).”  
 
V5 – Godly women of old were noted for these characteristics, and for submitting to the authority of 
their husbands.     
 
V6 – Peter uses the example of Sarah’s response to Abraham to demonstrate how godly women 
should submit to their husbands. He admonished women reading his letter to become Sarah’s 
figurative daughters by behaving as she did. In their submission, women should not be frightened 
because: 
 

1. The Lord will honor their obedience and protect them. 
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2. There should be no fear in doing good. 
 
The example of Sarah is problematic because in her submission to Abraham, she ended up in the 
harems of Pharaoh (Genesis 12:10-20) and Abimelech (Genesis 20:1-14). 
Sarah was not violated in the second instance but it is possible that she was in the first. Abraham, a 
sinner just like all other people (male and female) had done a great evil against his wife. However in 
both circumstances the Lord restored her to her family and she was able to recover and thrive.  
 
V7 – Neither Peter nor Paul give instructions to wives without also giving instructions to husbands. 
Men are to understand the differences between them and the women that they love. Peter highlighted 
the difference of physical weakness, on average, compared to men. In modern times people joke that 
men are weaker because in industrialized nations women live longer. That is a modern development 
due to better perinatal care. In the past men lived longer than women.  
 
Peter also reminded his male readers that, every bit as much as men, women were fellow heirs of the 
grace of Christ. If husbands failed to recognize this truth and show their wives the kindness and love 

of Christ, their prayers would be hindered (ἐγκόπτω egkoptō – cut off from God’s hearing).  

 
VV 8-9 – Peter has reviewed how Christians should behave in the world, especially in light of the 
persecution which was rapidly growing at the time that he wrote.  He summed up his commands as 
follows: 
 

Characteristic Original Language Meaning 

Harmonious ὁμόφρων homophrōn Only used once in the Bible.  Means “of one mind, 
concordant” 

Sympathetic συμπαθής sympathēs Suffering or feeling with another 

Brotherly φιλάδελφος 

philadelphos 

Loving someone like a family member 

Kindhearted εὔσπλαγχνος 

eusplagchnos 

Only used twice in the Bible (cf. Ephesians 4:32).  
Means “having strong bowels, compassionate, 
tender hearted”.  KJV “pitiful”  

Humble in spirit ταπεινόφρων 

tapeinophrōn 

Only used once in the Bible.  Means “friendly, kind” 

Not returning evil for 
evil 

κακός kakos Wrong thinking, feeling or acting.  Troublesome, 
injurious, destructive.  Bad natured. 

Not returning insult 
for insult 

λοιδορία loidoria Only used twice in the Bible (cf 1 Timothy 5:14).  
Means “speaking reproachfully, reviling” 

Giving blessings εὐλογία eulogia Praise, laudation, polished language, concrete 
benefit 

 
Believers can and should do these things not so that we can inherit a blessing from the Lord but 
because we will inherit a blessing from Him and want to obey Him out of gratitude. Further, we have 
already received blessings from our Lord.  Therefore we should always bless others.  
 
VV 10-13 – Peter is quoting from Psalm 34:12-16. Those who love life and wish to have good in their 
days will keep their words and their actions away from evil. They will also actively pursue peace 
within themselves and between men. The Lord will bless the righteous and will punish the wicked.  As 
a result, the man who does good has nothing to fear.  Nothing can eternally harm the holy man.  
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Consider this truth in day to day life.  People typically favor those who do them good, and even the 
most selfish of people are unlikely to harm those who are kind to them.  Proverbs 16:7 teaches that 
when a man’s ways are pleasing to the Lord, He makes even his enemies to be at peace with him.  
There are exceptions, of course, because Christians have long been persecuted by those whom they 
blessed, but the general rule is true.  
 
V14 – To suffer for the sake of righteousness and obedience to God is to suffer within the will of the 
God who blesses those who love Him. Therefore no matter how great the tribulation, the man of God 
need have no fear.  Furthermore, he must have no fear. 
 

V15 – To sanctify (ἁγιάζω hagiazō) “Christ as Lord” in this verse is to acknowledge that Christ is 

Lord in the seat of our will.  While Christ renews our minds (Romans 12:2) and He gives peace to our 
emotions (John 20:21), it is the third part of our person, our rebellious will, that must recognize that 
Jesus Christ is Lord and Master.   
 
Only when we bow our hearts before Christ will we have hope, and then we will be able to tell others 

why we have such hope.  The answer (ἀπολογία apologia – reasoned statement or argument, verbal defense) 

that Peter is mentioning here may be a logical treatise on some aspect of God or reality, but it is more 
likely that he is referring to each person’s testimony.  The personal testimony is the most powerful 
witness for Christ that believers possess.  It summarizes a clear explanation of the basics of the 
Christian faith and how Jesus has impacted the life of the individual.  
 

We must give our answer, however, with gentleness (πραΰτης praÿtēs – mildness of disposition) and 

reverence (φόβος phobos - fear). The truth that believers are sons and daughters of God, inheritors of 

heavenly glory, and free from sin is the most glorious truth in the universe.  However it is also heady 
stuff, and many Christians have fallen into the trap of believing that they chose God, or that He chose 
them because of some virtue within them that others do not possess. Like the Israelites before, those 
people who have been chosen by God often become proud of it, and that is sin.   
 
No one is morally good, and no one deserves God’s grace.  He chose those who follow Him out of 
His kindness, not from anything within us.   Would every man and woman on earth choose to follow 
Him, and God has no greater desire (2 Peter 3:9), everyone would be a Christian.   There is never 
any place for pride in the heart of a child of God.  
 
V16 – Followers of Jesus must also keep their conscience clear.  There are few things in life that are 
more important than a clean conscience.  Our sins, no matter how secret, are always found out, 
revealing themselves in our attitudes, our fears, and our increasing distance from our beloved Lord.  
These sins sap our strength and shake our confidence in Him (1 John 3:20-21). Consider David’s 
agony when he hid his sin (Psalm 32:3-4): 
 

1. “Body wasted away” (בלה balah - wore out, were used up completely) – This phrase suggests fatigue, 
vague pains, and recurrent low grade illness. 

2. “Groaning all day” (שאגה shĕagah – cry of distress) – Here we say bitter and prolonged sadness 
which he was unable to hide from those around him.  Given the chronology of events in 2 
Samuel 11 and 12, he must have hid his sin for several months.   

3. “Vitality drained away” (לשד lĕshad – freshness, moisture) – This phrase suggests a pervasive fatigue 
that made him unable to function.  
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In this case it is not a stretch to diagnose David with Major Depressive Disorder and to see his 
unconfessed sin as the cause.  In verse 5 and the remainder of the chapter we see David confessing 
his iniquity to the Lord, and receiving the joy of forgiveness.  
 
When our hearts are clean, though others persecute us, we have confidence that God will work 
events for His purposes and our ultimate good (Romans 8:28). Being slandered, mistreated and even 
injured is inevitable in this fallen world.  Yet those who visit evil upon those who are good will 
eventually be put to shame. 
 
V17 – Peter repeated his admonition.  Trials would come and believers would suffer, but it is much 
better that they should suffer for good than for evil.  
 
V18 – Jesus Christ suffered more than any other man ever could or will, because He not only 
endured the pain of physical torture and death, but He also bore the sins of every man and woman on 
Him.  For this He suffered the ultimate pain; separation from God the Father (Matthew 27:46).   
 
The amazing thing is that Jesus suffered not only for the good but also for the evil.  He paid the price 
of sin for Pope John Paul II and also for the sin of Adolf Hitler.  The difference is that some will accept 
His forgiveness and accept Him as their Lord and some will not. The former will find community with 
God, and the latter will discover permanent separation from Him.  
 
Because Jesus, an innocent man, paid the inevitable price, the logical consequence, of sin, God 
raised Him up from the dead. 
 
VV 19-20 – This is a tough passage to interpret and there are three main interpretations: 
 

1. During the time between Jesus’ burial and resurrection, His spirit went to the realm of the dead 

and preached (κηρύσσω kēryssō) to those there.  Some believe that He offered salvation to 

the dead humans or fallen angels, others that He announced condemnation to the unbelievers 
and still others that He proclaimed good tidings to the faithful. 

2. That Christ was on earth before the time of Noah, preaching to the people, just as He 
appeared to Joshua and in the fiery furnace. 

3. That Jesus went to the fallen angels and told them of His victory on the cross. 
 
Many evangelical commentators favor the third option based on the construction and language of the 
passage.  An attractive option is that Jesus offered salvation to those humans who lived and died 
before His work on the cross, thus answering the question “what about those people who never 
heard?”  This interpretation is not ruled out by this passage but it is not well sustained by it either.   
 
V21 – Believers are not saved by the water cleansing of dirt from the body but by the Spirit cleansing 
of evil from the soul.  As a result of this cleansing, man receives a good conscience.  This can occur 
only because Jesus Christ paid the price for sin, and then rose from the dead. If He was not raised, 
we would still be dead in our sins.  
 
V22 – As a result of the Lord’s sacrifice, He is now in the position of authority at the side of God the 
Father.  All creation has been subjected to Him.  
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1 Peter 4 
 
V1 – Because Christ suffered for believers, Christians must prepare themselves to suffer for Him.  

The same mind (ἔννοια ennoia) suggests the same manner of thinking and feeling, the same 

understanding of reality.   
 
In day to day life, this means that followers of Christ must:  

1. Expect to suffer, not being surprised when suffering the inevitable hardship, and even suffering 
for the Faith, comes. 

2. Consider that suffering, while we may not understand why, comes upon us because of the 
sinfulness of the fallen world and the sin of ourselves and others.  

3. Remember that suffering is temporary and light compared to the glory that will be revealed to 
and in us (2 Corinthians 4:17-18). 

4. Trust that God will use all of our suffering for His glory and for His greater purposes on earth.  
Our pain will ultimately become our gain.  There is no such thing as meaningless suffering.    

 
Peter provides one of the most important reasons to handle suffering with joy; because suffering, 
rightly viewed, is an antidote to sin. This stands to reason in many ways. Genuine pain puts the minor 
inconveniences we encounter into proper perspective. Dashed hopes in this temporal world force us 
to put our hope in the eternal world. Money, power, pleasure and fame are good things, as with all 
good things provided by God. However they tempt us to excess and misuse.  Such temptations grow 
dim in the purifying fires of pain. Sin, not suffering and death, is the greatest enemy. 
 
V2 – Continuing his argument, Peter admonished his readers to live the remainder of their mortal 
lives to accomplish the will of God, not to gratify the impulses of the flesh. 
 
V3 – The churches to which the apostle wrote had many gentiles, and gentile culture in the first 
century was one of debauchery. Sex without restraints, economic prosperity, and the Pax Romana 
had produced a decadent people. Therefore Peter argued that they should have had their fill of lust in 
their prior days. Now was the time to leave them behind and move on toward righteousness, 
goodness and truth in the Lord.   
 

Term Greek Notes 

Sensuality ἀσέλγεια aselgeia Excess, shamelessness, insolence 

Lusts ἐπιθυμία epithymia Desire, craving, longing for what is forbidden 

Drunkenness οἰνοφλυγία oinophlygia  

Carousals κῶμος kōmos Drunken, frolicsome feasts 

Drinking parties πότος potos  

Idolatries εἰδωλολατρία eidōlolatria Worship of false gods, sacrificial feasts to them 

 
V4 – Despite all of the modern Western chatter about diversity, people by nature have a strong 
tendency to dislike and distrust those who are different from them. While diversity in food, dress, 
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language, and even thought and action can be appealing and exotic, they can also be destabilizing 
and threatening.   
 
The tendency to dislike and distrust others is even truer in the realm of conduct. People constantly 
compare themselves to other people, and when they can reach three basic conclusions: 
 

1. Their conduct and accomplishments are better than the other person’s. This leads to pride. 
2. Their conduct and accomplishments are worse than the other person’s. This leads to envy. 
3. Their conduct and accomplishments are equal to the other person’s. This is unusual.  

 
God has placed knowledge of Himself, known as the conscience, within each of us. As a result, most 
people have a niggling discomfort when they do something wrong, no matter how much they might try 
to rationalize and suppress it. We rationalize adultery by saying “my wife no longer meets my needs” 
and stealing by believing “it was just a little thing”. While these flimsy excuses may be enough to 
convince ourselves that our actions are justified, the presence of someone else encountering the 
same challenges and responding rightly makes us feel condemned. No one likes to feel condemned, 
and so we become angry at the person doing right. 
 
This is what Peter is talking about. His readers had been the same as those around them, involved in 
all sorts of immoral behavior.  When they met the Lord He had saved them from those sins. As a 
result the conduct of these Christians, which had previously supported the sin of their former friends, 
now opposed it. Those friends would have been bewildered and threatened by the change, and would 
malign the Christians.  
 
V5 - The Lord shall have the last word.  The same salvation that came to Peter’s Christian readers 
was also offered to their non-Christian friends.  The former had accepted, and the latter had rejected 
this grace-offer from God.  As a result, God would judge them for what they had done. 
 
V6 - This verse is tied tightly to the preceding two. The gospel was preached and many people 
became Christians. Sinful people then not only maligned these followers of Christ but they judged 
them in the flesh, found them guilty, and killed some of them. Nonetheless these faithful believers 
remained alive in the spirit, waiting for the day in which they would be reunited to their bodies in 
eternal glory. The wicked people who killed them, currently alive in their physical bodies, will later find 
the roles reversed. In the last day, the day that Jesus Christ judges the world (2 Timothy 4:1), the 
Christians that they murdered will enjoy physical and spiritual life and the evil ones will suffer physical 
and spiritual death.     
 
V7 – Many have interpreted this verse as suggesting that Peter believed the second coming of Jesus 
Christ to be very soon. Since Peter wrote almost 2000 years ago, they reason, Christ did not return 
soon and therefore Peter, and by extension the Bible, must be wrong.  
 

The Greek word used here is τέλος telos, which actually refers to the consummation of something or 

the end of a series of events.  It does not refer to chronological time but the completion of an event or 

a stage of something. At hand (ἐγγίζω eggizō – very near) implies something that someone could 

reach out and touch.  The resurrection of Jesus Christ completed God’s redemptive work for 
mankind, and Peter’s readers could grasp it at will.   
 



16 
 

This verse also suggests that the final consummation of all of God’s work (πᾶς pas – all things, 

individually and collectively) on earth is imminent.  Certainly it is imminent for each individual, who could 
perish at any time but at best only lives a few score years and then passes into eternity.  
It is equally imminent for the universe, which could end at any time but at best exists billions of years 
and then passes into eternity.  
 
Because the end of all things was imminent, believers were to be of sound judgment and sober spirit.  
They were to be guided by the rock of reason, not the whirlpool of emotion, and to live with an eye to 
eternity, not focused solely on the vapor of this life. Doing so would enhance their communion with 
God, which is prayer. 
 
V8 – Suffering alone is suffering amplified, while suffering together is suffering muted.  As a result, 
believers must maintain a fervent love for one another in Christ.  Sins, misunderstandings, jealousies 
and resentments are inevitable in our fallen world, even among Christians.  But love for the brethren 
will wash away the hurt engendered by such points of friction, maintaining unity and allowing the 
church to thrive in the dark days of persecution.     
 
V9 – Hospitality is a practical way of showing love for one another.  However it must not be grudging 
or “tit for tat”. Jesus Christ gave and gave and gave, never complaining and never measuring how 
much He had given.  His followers can do no less. 
 
V10 – The hospitality to which Peter refers now was extended to other spiritual gifts (Romans 12:6-8, 
1 Corinthians 12:12-31).  Christians are given such gifts by God to bless the body of Christ, the 
fellowship of all believers.   
 
V11 – Those who spoke in the church were to speak the words of God, not their own opinions.  
Speaking including preaching, singing, teaching, and perhaps speaking in tongues.  Those who 
served were to serve for the Lord’s purposes and in His power.  Serving included all forms of service. 
The end of all of this speaking and serving was the glory of God.  
 
This has tremendous practical consequences in the life of the local church.  Everyone is a minister, 
not just the professionals who preach every Sunday or are otherwise paid by the congregation. No 
Christian is merely a church “consumer” – everyone produces.   
 
V12 – Verse one spoke of having the mind of Christ regarding suffering, including the expectation that 
in this world, suffering in inevitable.  In this verse Peter again admonished his readers to not consider 
suffering unusual or foreign but to consider it a normal part of earthly existence.   
 
Not only is it a normal part of earthly existence, but it is even more a part of Christian existence.  We 
live in a sinful world, the inhabitants of which, human and angelic, are in open rebellion against their 
Creator and Lord.  The universe functions with Him as the center; since He is God, how could it be 
any other way.  Nonetheless we insist that we are the center, either individually or corporately.  These 
positions cannot be reconciled, and so we hopelessly fight against the One who gives us life.   
 
A few people known as Christians have surrendered to their Maker and are being transformed from 
people against God to people for Him.  While we still resist the work of His Spirit in our lives because 
our habits and thoughts are inclined towards rebellion, we are gradually being transformed into 
becoming like Him.  Those who oppose God, seeing our transformation, logically consider believers 
in Christ as traitors to their cause.  Therefore they oppose and even persecute us.  
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Some may object that mankind is not rebelling against God but rather actively seeking Him, as is 
evidenced by the many religions on earth.  Indeed, few people, if asked, would say or even believe 
that they are “anti-God”. 
In truth, the very fact that our lives focus primarily on ourselves is proof positive that we oppose God.  
Every morsel of indignation at a perceived slight, every groundswell of envy or pride, and every idle 
sin, no matter how hidden from others or unnoticed by ourselves, is caused by and is evidence of this 
rebellion. We can’t perceive it for the same reason that a fish cannot perceive water; it is a 
fundamental condition of our existence.  
 
The presence of so many religions on earth demonstrates that mankind feels a need for something 
greater than himself, but provides no evidence that man is seeking God.  Except for Christianity, most 
religions teach that the human race is inherently good and that almost everyone will experience some 
form of “salvation” after death.  The existence of such religions may just as easily prove that man is 
creative in his attempts to glorify and worship himself.   
 
V13 – For these same reasons Christ suffered.  Since His suffering resulted in unspeakable glory, so 
shall ours.  As a result, we shall have joy unspeakable (Matthew 5:11-12).  It is a lifetime honor to be 
counted worthy to share in Jesus Christ’s sufferings (Acts 5:41, 16:22-25). 
 

V14 – If Christians are traitors to the human cause, they are likely to be reviled (ὀνειδίζω oneidizō – 

upbraid, reproach, spoken evil of) by other humans. Such reproach, however, when rightly considered by 
the devoted believer, is a source of joy. Why?  Because the Spirit of God rests in great measure upon 
such people, and those in close communion with Him will know it.  The moment that the evildoer is 
maligning God’s people is the very moment that, unbeknownst to him, he is glorifying God.  
 
We see this played out in political arena.  No recent American president would want a campaign 
endorsement from Vladimir Putin or Mahmoud Ahmadinejad.  No serious political figure would 
embrace a recommendation from the Zeta drug cartel or the American Communist party.  Having 
people perceived as evil speak well of you is a political liability.  Contrariwise, having evil people 
speak evil of you is a political strength.  Neither Churchill nor Roosevelt objected much to criticism 
from Hitler or Stalin. 
 
Similarly, man is evil.  As a result, the venom spewed by evil men on God and His people can have 
no other effect than to glorify Him (and them) in the long run.  
 
VV 15-16 – It is vital that if believers are reviled, they receive that treatment for their good behavior, 
not wicked.  Unjust suffering nobly borne by the children of God blesses the sufferer and might help 
bring the one causing the suffering to repentance.   
 

To be a busybody (ἀλλοτριεπίσκοπος allotriepiskopos) suggests being involved in things in which 

an individual believer has no business.  This Greek word is only found here in the New Testament.  
Thayer’s lexicon suggests that Peter is referring “to those who, with holy but intemperate zeal, 
meddle with the affairs of the Gentiles – whether public or private, civil or sacred – in order to make 
them conform to the Christian standard.”   
 
A big danger into which people fell in the first century Roman Empire was anti-government activity. 
The 60s were an unstable time: 
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1. Nero (54 to 68 AD) grew increasingly insane. 
2. War against the Parthians. 
3. The Great Fire of Rome (64 AD). 
4. The Jewish rebellion (66-70 AD). 
5. The infamous “year of four emperors (69 AD)”. 
6. Violent storms and earthquakes   

 
Jesus never politically opposed the Jewish or the Roman authorities, because His kingdom was not 
of this world (John 18:36), yet He was persecuted and martyred.  Christians would suffer because of 
their beliefs and practices, and ultimately for their faith in Him (John 15:18, 1 John 3:13).  Peter did 
not want they persecuted because they opposed the government. Only persecution for the name and 
cause of Christ would result in glory to the Father. This does not mean that Christians cannot be 
involved in government and the political process, but it does mean that Christianity cannot devolve 
into primarily a political rather than a life-encompassing matter.  
 
V17 – Judgment must come and will come to man.  Jesus took the weight of punishment on Himself 
at the cross; a very difficult thing.  Those who reject Jesus have no hope of receiving the just wages 
of their sin.   
 
V18 – Those who are children of God and strive honestly for righteousness are saved, but only at 
great cost. “With difficulty … whispers of Paul’s teaching “We must go through many hardships to 
enter the kingdom of God (Acts 14:22).” Those who do not strive for such have no source of 
salvation.  
 
V19 – Therefore, people must know God and do good.  When suffering comes, and it will, our faithful 
Creator will keep their souls safe in His eternal hands.  

 
1 Peter 5 
 
V1 – After writing extensively about suffering, Peter moved on to one of the key needs of any group of 
people going through hard times…leadership.  The expectation in such patriarchal societies as Israel, 
Greece and Rome was that the eldest capable male in the family was the leader of the family.  In 
Israel the leaders of the leading families would choose the leader of the tribe.  The Lord would choose 
the leader of the whole nation, as He did with Saul and David.  Likewise the Lord had chosen certain 
men to be leaders in the churches.   
 
Peter was aged by this time and he was writing as an older man to older men. Further, he was writing 
as one who had partaken in the blessings of Christ to other men who had partaken in the blessings of 
Christ. Finally, Peter was writing as one who had greatly suffered to others who had greatly suffered. 
By reminding his readers of all that he shared with them, Peter placed himself uniquely to exhort them 
to excellence in Christian leadership.   
 

VV 2-3 – Peter reviewed the tasks of elders (πρεσβύτερος presbyteros) in the church: 

 

Word (Greek) Meaning Other uses 

Shepherd (ποιμαίνω poimainō) Feed, nourish, rule over, supply needs Matthew 2:6, John 21:16 

Oversight (ἐπισκοπέω 

episkopeō) 

Look after, care for, beware for the 
safety of, inspect or examine carefully 

Hebrews 12:15 
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(not) lording over 

(κατακυριεύω katakyrieuō) 

Subduing, bringing others under your 
own power, physically overcome 

Matthew 20:25, Acts 
19:16 

These tasks needed to be done if the church was going to thrive, but Peter knew that it was a tall 
order.  The leaders of the local church would be the first to die when persecution arose, and 
sometimes people refused to assume the burden of leadership.  Peter did not want unwilling men 
who felt forced into positions of leadership, but rather men whom God had called to lead and 
therefore wanted the mantle of responsibility (cf. 1 Timothy 3:1).  
 
While godly ambition is good, the danger was that men would want to be leaders of the church for 

selfish motives.  Elders must not seek sinful gain (αἰσχροκερδῶς aischrokerdōs), such as personal 

aggrandizement through pride, wealth, or power. The New Testament specifies that leaders in the 
church must be paid well enough to live reasonably in the culture in which they minister (1 
Corinthians 9:7-14), but money should never be a motivation to lead the church.  Instead ministers 
must be eager to serve because of the call of God.   
     
Dr. David Martyn Lloyd Jones wrote: 
 
It was Mr. Spurgeon, I believe, who used to say to young men – “If you can do anything else do it. If you can 
stay out of the ministry, stay out of the ministry.” I would certainly say that without any hesitation whatsoever. I 
would say that the only man who is called to preach is the man who cannot do anything else, in the sense that 
he is not satisfied with anything else. This call to preach is so put upon him, and such pressure comes to bear 
upon him that he says, “I can do nothing else, I must preach.”  
 
That is the motivation that Peter is looking for in this passage.  
 
V4 – In the persecution that was soon to come, Christian elders would face terrible trials.  Peter 
reminded them that when Christ returned, their reward would be great.  
 
V5 – It is impossible for a minister to lead if there are not faithful Christians following him. The shelves 
of libraries and bookstores groan under the weight of books on leadership but how many books are 
written and sold on how to be a follower? People want the money, fame and power of being a 
“leader”, although they prefer to avoid the sacrifice. How many of us are willing to submit to the 
leadership of another?   
 
Understanding this fact, Peter exhorted the younger men in the church to be faithful followers. 
Younger men typically had less experience in the Lord and needed to be molded by the Spirit into 
Christian maturity before they could successfully lead.  For many young men, at the peak of their 
physical powers and full of the fire of ambition, this was hard to take. Nonetheless, their job was 
humility and service…leadership would come later. 
 
V6 – Peter reminded the young men that in their submission to their elders they were also submitting 
to God. Since God is faithful, He would exalt whoever faithfully followed Him at the proper time.  
 
This verse, however, applies not only to the young men but also to the whole church.  They were 
soon to be humbled with terrible persecution and yet they had to patiently endure. They too, every 
Christian, would be exalted by the Lord at the proper time, whether in this life or in the next.   
 
V7 – There are many cares implicit in this powerful passage.  The elders would be anxious about 
their ability to lead the church of God.  The young men would question whether their ambitions and 
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dreams would be realized during this time of humbling themselves.  Women would share these 
worries in their own way. Everyone would be concerned about their lives, property and safety during 
this time of persecution.  
 
V8 – It is easy during times of difficulty to be excitable and emotional.  During the tragedy of 
September 11, 2001, many people, even those not directly affected, were overwhelmed by the 
enormity of their feelings and unable to function. While this is understandable it is not what Christians 

are to do.  Followers of Christ must be sober (νήφω nēphō – calm, collected, temperate), always to serve 

God in His chosen way. They must not allow themselves to be overwhelmed by emotion no matter 
the circumstances. The reason for this is that the devil is constantly on the prowl like a lion, ready to 
destroy anyone who falls into sin. 
 
This is not to say that believers are emotionless.  Emotions are a marvelous gift from God, the Maker 
of all emotions, and are to be enjoyed like every other good gift.  However, emotions are to be 
brought under the control of the Spirit of God in our lives, just like our minds and our bodies. Every 
part of man is corrupted by sin, and every part must be sanctified by the power of the Lord in our 
lives.  
 
V9 – The sober minded believer, firm in his faith, will be able to resist the devil. One of the greatest 
lies from hell is that the trials each believer is facing is unique and worse than those trials faced by 
anyone else. Peter reminded his readers that the difficulties they faced were the same as those faced 
by the saints of God everywhere.  Paul did the same thing (1 Corinthians 10:13).     
 
V10 – Peter finished the teaching portion of his letter with a reminder that their suffering, no matter 
how severe, would last only a little while.  Afterwards, whether in this world or the next, they would 
receive a reward. In the next world, they would enjoy His eternal glory.   
 
V11 - This is a common benediction (cf. Romans 11:36). 
 
V12 – Silvanus is the same person as Silas, who traveled with Paul. 
 
V13 – “She” probably refers to the church in Rome.  “Mark” was John Mark, author of the Gospel of 
Mark and Peter’s spiritual son. 
 
V14 – Peter concluded by encouraging the saints in Asia Minor to show compassion towards one 
another and gave them a blessing of the peace of Christ.  
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2 Peter 

 
2 Peter 1 
 
Background – Second Peter was not widely known in the early church and so there was some 
controversy about whether it should be included in the canon of Scripture.  Nonetheless we can be 
confident that it was written, as it claims, by the Apostle Peter and is a valued part of the Holy 
Scripture. It was written after 1 Peter, soon before he was executed during the persecution of 
Christians by Nero (64-68 AD).   

V1 – This greeting adds the term “bondslave (δοῦλος doulos)” which is missing from 1Peter 1:1. 

However it is commonly used by Paul (Romans 1:1, Philippians 1:1, Titus 1:1) and other writers 
James 1:1, Jude 1:1, Revelation 1:1). Paul’s letters circulated widely in the mid-60s and he probably 
died shortly before 2 Peter was written, which would further increase their circulation. Perhaps Peter 
modified his writing in light of these examples.   
 
Rather than being written to a geographically limited area as 1 Peter is, 2 Peter is written to “all who 
have received a faith of the same kind as ours.” This letter was his swan song to the church, and 
Peter wanted to guide his beloved fellow believers for centuries to come (cf. vv 12-15). 
 
V2 - “Grace and peace to you” is a common introductory blessing in letters in the New Testament, 
and readers must understand that when it is written, it is no mere salutation.  By using those words 
the New Testament authors were literally promising the grace and peace of God to those who 
followed Him.  Thus “grace and peace” should not be considered a pleasantry or a vague promise, 
but a real gift given to God’s people through His messengers.  We may use “God bless you” in a 
flippant or even double edged way, but the New Testament writers never did. 
 
Here Peter is going a step further and saying that God will multiply His blessings on the church.  The 
persecution that he had forecast in 1 Peter had arrived by 2 Peter, and Christians needed even more 
grace to thrive.  
 
V3 – God the Father, through the work of the Son, had provided to His people everything that they 
needed to live life and to live it in a godly fashion.  How can people do this? By a genuine knowledge 

(ἐπίγνωσις epignōsis – precise and correct knowledge) of God.  

 
We see that the key to living the best possible life is not to study the Bible, or creation, or anything 
else, with the intent of learning how to live the best possible life. While this might sound good and 
even holy, this attitude keeps each individual at the center of their own thinking.  Instead God must be 
at our center.   
 
The key to living the best possible life is to study the Bible, creation and everything else with the 
intent of discovering God. If God is the center we will focus not on our lives but on His grandeur (glory 
and excellence) and His service. We will live the best possible life, but only as a side effect of loving 
Him.  
 
V4 - The Bible is full of promises that He has given His people. These promises, since they were 
made by the Sovereign of Universe, will come true, though the wait may seem long. The world is 
wicked because of the lusts of humanity, first evident in the Garden of Eden but in reality evident 
everywhere. This wicked inevitably leads to suffering and death.  
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God’s promises allow Christians to share (κοινωνός koinōnos) His divine and immortal nature, 

thereby allowing His people to escape the final corruption of spiritual death.   
 
This is the greatest of all possible promises, because death is the thing most feared by man, and 
eternal life is the most desired.    
 
VV 5-8 – Peter lists things that his readers need to do as a result of the amazing promises of God to 
them. 
 

Phrase Meaning Other Examples 

Apply 
diligence 

Work hard at every area of life and the Christian faith, including 
knowledge, service, worship, evangelism, and love. 

Romans 12:11 

Supply moral 
excellence 

Live life in accordance with God’s moral principles. Do not 
stray. This includes thought, words, feeling and action.   

Philippians 4:8 

Do it in 
knowledge 

It is impossible to have moral excellence without clear 
guidance of what God desires. At one point Paul thought that 
he was serving God by persecuting Christians. 

Romans 11:33 

Self control Developing consistent knowledge and moral excellence is only 
possible with self control. Sometimes we get sick of being 
good, but we must continue.   

Acts 24:24-25 

Perseverance Consistent moral excellence will engender opposition.  The 
saints must continue to march despite those against us.  

Hebrews 12:1 

Godliness God is not proud of His diligence, moral excellence, 
knowledge, self control or perseverance.  At our best these 
qualities are a pale reflection of His.  Therefore we must revere 
God and not our sorry virtues.  

1 Timothy 6:5-6 

Brotherly 
kindness 

All of these things without compassion for others is worthless. Romans 12:10 

Love Mostly important, the love of God, caring little for ourselves, 
must be manifest in and through us. 

1 Corinthians 13:1-
13 

 
V9 – These characteristics are evidence of the Spirit of God indwelling believers. The same Spirit that 
justified us before God when we accepted Christ makes us pure as we live in Christ. Believers who 
lack the qualities listed above do not understand, or are not willing to heed, the work of the Spirit in 
them.  
 
V10 – Readers who called themselves Christians who did not display such evidence of God’s work in 
them needed to reevaluate and see if they were really believers. The Spirit’s work is inexorable.  Lack 
of evidence of Christian virtue is positive evidence of the lack of the Spirit. 
 
Contrariwise, believers who exhibit the work of the Spirit will never stumble so as to permanently fall, 
no matter what the world does to them. 
 
V11 – The end of such conduct is entrance into the eternal kingdom of God.   
 
V12 – Though Peter’s readers knew these truths, as they had heard them many times before, it was 
his task to remind them. The truth must be reestablished in the minds of every generation.  
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VV 13-14 – Paul had probably recently been executed, and Peter knew that his time to die was 
drawing near.  
 
V15 – By writing the truths of God down, Peter hoped to make them available to his readers after his 
execution.  
 
V16 – Christianity was not invented by the disciples; rather they simply reported what they saw. 
Unlike other beliefs, Christianity is independently verifiable by historical fact. Peter was writing in the 
mid-60s and knew that many people who knew Jesus were still alive. They were therefore able to 
confirm or deny reports about Him.  
 
Through Paul much of what is known today as Christian doctrine congealed, but the root of the faith is 
not a set of teachings but the person and work of Jesus Christ. Christianity stands or falls on Christ, 
not a list of do’s and don’ts. This is not to say that doctrine is unnecessary or unreliable. Much to the 
contrary, it is essential for living the holy life that God wants us to live. That is because correct 
Christian doctrine is embodied in Christ. The Law of Moses can stand or fall independent of the 
person of Moses; someone else could have written it. However, the gospel of Christ is not 
independent of the person of Christ. You can have Judaism without Moses and even Islam without 
Mohammed, but you can’t have Christianity without Christ.    
 
VV 17-18 – Peter was there when the Father said to the Son “This is My beloved Son” and was 
present at the Mount of Transfiguration.  
 
V19 – Because Peter’s testimony was an eyewitness account of events, it is more reliable than 
something invented in the fertile imagination of man.  The truth of the gospel, based on historical 
events, is like a lamp shining against the darkness of the foolish speculations of man. People would 
do well to look at the light and escape the darkness.  
 
VV 20-21 – Because the Bible is based on objective fact and not on subjective opinion, it is reliable. 
But for the same reason, no one can place meaning on to Scripture that is not there. The question 
“what does this passage mean to you?” is not appropriate. Christians must ask what the passage 
means. 
 
Years ago a bumper sticker came out and read “God said it, I believe it, and that settles it.” It should 
have read “God said it, and that settles it.” Except regarding our own personal salvation, it doesn’t 
matter what we believe. What matters is what God said.  
 
2 Peter 2 
 
VV 1-3 – As the bane of ancient Israel was false prophets, so the bane of the church is false 
teachers. People naturally believe what they want to hear, wanting to have “their ears tickled (2 
Timothy 4:3-4).” Many things in Christianity are very hard and sinful humans don’t want to hear them. 
As a result, they will run away from the light and into the darkness to get the teaching that they want. 
This is true in the church as well as in the world. As a result, false teachers would arise in the church 
and lead people away from the true gospel of the Lord and towards any deception that they can 
muster. 
 
People who want to live in a certain way try to convince others to do the same, and often become 
teachers. 
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People who believe in a certain thing, even if they don’t do it themselves at first, often eventually find 
themselves living what they are teaching. Either way the end result is the same; people become 
convinced of the truth of their error, they live it, and they teach others to do the same.  
 
For example, the Biblical prohibition of sex outside of lifelong marriage between one male and one 
female is unpopular. Teachers who wish to be popular or wish to justify their own sex outside of 
marriage distort the plain meaning of Scripture to try to remove the prohibition. Those who do not like 
this restriction will gravitate to these teachers so they can feel justified in their beliefs and actions. 
They same goes for every unpopular doctrine.  
 

In verse two the NASB uses the word sensuality (ἀσέλγεια aselgeia – unbridled lust, shamelessness) and 

the KJV the word pernicious ways (ἀπώλεια apōleia – ruin, destruction) based on the varying 

manuscripts that they translate from. This also illustrates the differing definitions of the word 
“sensuality” over time. Whereas in the seventeenth century it referred to wantonness and 
lasciviousness, today it refers to “of the body and the senses as distinguished from the intellect and 
the spirit.” Given modern skepticism about the spirit (the immaterial part of man) and postmodern 
skepticism about the intellect, sensuality has been transformed from a vice into a virtue.    
 
Many of these teachers introduce lies that are so close to being the truth that it is hard to see the 
difference, just as counterfeiters produce money that is as close to the real thing as possible. 
Unsuspecting people believe what they hear, and they are led into bad thinking, bad actions, and the 
judgment of God. False teachers reject the Lord and seal their own fate, but they also drive others 
away from Him. Bystanders look at the words and deeds of false teachers and, if they have any 
sense, are repelled by them, thinking that this must be what all Christians say and do. 
 
The worst thing that false teachers teach is to deny the Lord. Jesus asked His disciples the 
fundamental question of human existence, “Who do you say that I am?” False teachers answer this 
question in every way except the truth. In this they are at their most wicked.   
 
Believers can recognize false teachers in two ways; by what they teach and by what they do. Bad 
conduct eventually always accompanies bad teaching (Didache – Teachings of the Twelve Apostles).  
 
Eventually these teachers will feel the pain of God’s judgment on them, one which will be more 
severe because of their complicity in leading others astray (James 3:1).  
 
VV 4-6 – Peter emphasized the certainty of God’s judgment on false teachers but citing several 
historical examples.  
 
Angels are the most powerful of God’s created beings, and yet He did not spare those who rebelled 

against Him. Rather He cast them into Hell (ταρταρόω tartaroō), a place of eternal separation from 

Him; a place of fire and darkness. This passage also may refer to Genesis 6:1-4 in which angels 
entered men and cohabited with women.  
 
The whole world at the time of Noah devolved into such great sin and that God was sad that He 
created it (Genesis 6:5-7). Because of that sin God did not spare that generation but judged them 
with the flood.  
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The cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, located near the Dead Sea, engaged in great wickedness in the 
days of Abraham (around 1850 BC). God destroyed them, in part as punishment for their sins and in 
part as an example to future generations.  
 
Hell comes from Greek religions, and referred to a dark, subterranean place which was the 
permanent home of the wicked dead. It was similar to the Jewish sheol (שאול shĕ'owl – abode of the dead, 

permanently for the wicked).  
 
VV 7-8 – In contrast to the destruction of the wicked, God is careful to save the righteous.  Given 
Lot’s choice of the best land for himself (Genesis 13:10-11), his offering his virgin daughters for sex 
with evil men (Genesis 19:8), and his subsequent alcohol induced incest with his girls (Genesis 
19:30-36), Lot is sometimes seen as wicked or at least weak. Peter is clear, however, that despite 
Lot’s imperfections he was a righteous man. As a result, God delivered him from the destruction of 
Sodom. Samson is another example of a flawed individual who nonetheless was honored by God for 
his faithfulness (Hebrews 11:32).  
 
There is another important point here. Lot’s righteousness was manifest by the fact that the sin of 

those around him caused him real pain. Lot’s soul was tormented (βασανίζω basanizō – tortured, 

harassed, distressed) by the evil around him. Are our souls equally distressed by the wickedness of those 
around us? 
 
V9 – Peter’s readers were suffering at the hands of the wicked, especially false teachers, at the time 
of his writing. He therefore reminded them that God would ultimately protect them and condemn their 
persecutors. God had done it before and He would do it again.  
 
The Venerable Bede (672-735 AD) wrote that their punishment will be greater than we can imagine, 
because at the Last Judgment they will be punished in their resurrected bodies, whereas now they 
are only suffering in their souls.  
 
VV 10-11 – Our sinful nature, inherited from Adam, causes us to sin.  It is popular among Christians 
to say that all sin is equally bad. If this means that any sin, no matter how slight, is sufficient to keep 
us away from God, that is true. If it means anything else, that is false.  
 

Here Peter is emphasizing the greater destructiveness of indulging (πορεύω poreuō - pursue) the flesh 

and despising (καταφρονέω kataphroneō – think little or nothing of, scorn) authority (κυριότης kyriotēs – 

dominion, power) compared to other sins.  
 
People who despise power, whether lawful or even unlawful, bring terrible trouble on themselves. 
Those who despise the lawful and infinite power of God bring trouble today and destruction for 
eternity. Willfully blinded to reality, these people revile even the angels, though the angels could 
destroy them in an instant. These vainglorious people speak against beings so powerful that even 
other angels dare not speak against.  
 
The ultimate authority which these foolish people reject is the authority of Jesus Christ.  
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V12 – Remember that Peter is still talking about false teachers. They, and others who behave this 
way, are like animals, destined to be destroyed and consumed as sheep, pigs and cows are destined 
to be consumed. By disdaining those who can snuff them out in an instant, they bring disaster upon 
themselves.  
 
V13 – They suffer wrong because they do wrong. They rejoice in unbridled sin because they do not 

see that it hurts them now and destroys them totally in the future. These people are stains (σπίλος 

spilos - spots) and blemishes (μῶμος mōmos - blot) against the purity of righteousness.  They try to 

deceive and carouse (συνευωχέομαι syneuōcheomai - entertain) with Christians.  

 
VV 14-16 – Peter lists characteristics of evil men and false teachers: 
 

Term Meaning Cross references 

“Eyes full of 
adultery” 

Faithlessness to 
God, uncleanness  

μοιχαλίς moichalis – adultery - Mark 8:38, James 4:4 

“Never cease 
from sin” 

Cannot stop, unable 
to quiet 

ἀκατάπαυστος akatapaustos – “cease” - only used in this passage 

Enticing Catch with bait, 
alluring 

δελεάζω deleazō – James 1:14 

Unstable Unsteadfast ἀστήρικτος astēriktos – only used in 2 Peter 

Heart trained 
in greed 

Exercise vigorously 
in an ever present 
lust for more 

γυμνάζω gymnazō – hard discipline, Hebrews 12:11 

πλεονεξία pleonexia – avarice, covetousness, Luke 12:15 

Accursed Execration, 
imprecation 

κατάρα katara – Galatians 3:13 

Forsaking the 
right way 

Intentionally 
departing from 

καταλείπω kataleipō – forsaking - Matthew 19:5, Acts 6:2 

 
The life of Balaam (Numbers 22-24) illustrates what Peter was talking about. Balaam began by 
obeying God but eventually succumbed to his greed (Numbers 31:16, Revelation 2:14). Despite the 
miraculous warning of a dumb donkey the prophet Balaam refused to be restrained and was 
destroyed as a result.  
 
V17 – False teachers that promise the fulfillment of the desires of the flesh are like springs without 
water, giving the promise of refreshment and sustainment to a thirsty soul but disappointing in the 
end.  The second metaphor communicates the same idea; high winds from the Mediterranean in the 
west driving clouds towards dry Palestine. They promise a healing rain, but only mists result.  
 
VV 18-19 – Peter continued to explain the results of false teachers. Their words were arrogant and 
yet vapid. The reason that people listen is that the false teachers promise to indulge their fleshly 
desires. Few who listen to false teachers escape.  
 
Another lie promulgated by unrighteous teachers is that they teach the way of freedom. Personal 
indulgence is equated with real freedom, when in reality personal indulgence is simply slavery to 
one’s own desires.   
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VV 20-21 – The pollution (μίασμα miasma – foulness, stench) of the world results in death to its 

inhabitants. Theories that bad air caused disease and death were present from throughout the world 
since ancient times. Once a person comes to know Christ he escapes the miasma of the world. False 
teachers do not “escape the pollution” in the sense of gaining salvation, but do have the opportunity 
to escape it by accepting Christ. This they do not do.  
 
It is far more dangerous to have learned a little about the truth of Christ and then turned away from it 
than it is to know nothing at all about Christ. When a man knows nothing he is open to the truths of 
the Lord. When a man experiences the church and then turns away he feels like he has tried 
Christianity and it, not he, has failed in some way. It is very hard for that person to ever come back.  
 
This passage is not talking about losing one’s salvation.  
 
V22 – Peter used Proverbs 26:11 to support his point. The idea is that a wicked person lives in 
accordance with his nature.  
 
2 Peter 3 
 

V1 – Peter’s goal was to stir up the minds of his readers. The imagery of “stir up (διεγείρω diegeirō)” 

is the sea, rising and roiling. The peoples’ minds were pure through the work of Christ and they 
already knew the basics of the faith, but they needed to be reminded of the Lord’s truths during the 
present time of struggle.  
 
V2 – He intended a three-fold reminder, the Old Testament prophets, the Lord Himself, and the 
Apostles. Thus Peter de facto established God’s criteria for deciding what would be in the final 
Christian Scriptures. The Bible would include  
 
1. The Hebrew Scriptures as recognized by current Jewish religious practice. This included the Law, 

the Writings and the Prophets. 
a. Law – Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy 
b. Prophets – Joshua, Judges, Samuel, Kings, the Twelve (minor prophets), Isaiah, Jeremiah, 

Ezekiel, Daniel 
c. Writings – Psalms, Proverbs, Job, Song of Songs, Ruth, Lamentations, Ecclesiastes, 

Esther, Ezra-Nehemiah, Chronicles 
2. The teachings of the Lord, as reflected in the four Gospels; Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. 
3. The teachings of the Apostles, through whom the Lord Jesus Christ continued His teaching in the 

years after His Ascension.  
 
During the Council of Carthage (397 AD), when the elders of the church considered which books 
were most widely used as Scripture in the churches and which therefore most reasonably formed the 
Canon of the Bible, they used these same criteria in their deliberations: 
 

1. They accepted the recognized canon of the Jewish Scriptures. 
2. They accepted the words and story of Jesus. 
3. They accepted the writings of Jesus’ apostles, and those writing directly under their tutelage 

(such as Mark, Luke, James and Jude).  
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V3 - Scoffers (ἐμπαίκτης empaiktēs) are people who mock Christians and their beliefs. They do so 

not out of honest intellectual doubts because if that was the real reason, these scoffers would 
investigate the truth, ignore those that they considered misguided, or even try to help believers in 
their “ignorance”. Instead, scoffers mock Christians because the scoffers want to “walk in their own 

lusts” (ἐπιθυμία epithymia – craving, desire for what is forbidden).   

 
V4 – Peter was writing about thirty years after Jesus died; long after some early Christians thought 
that the Savior would return again. This was a great concern, because with each passing day the 
Second Coming of Christ seemed less and less likely to actually occur. The days passed and world 
went on just as it had since the dawn of time, and there was no evidence that Jesus’ promise to come 
again (John 14:1-3) would actually be fulfilled.  
 
If that was a concern for Peter’s readers only thirty years after Jesus death, how much more is it a 
concern for Christians in 2012. With every passing year, and certainly with the technological and 
lifestyle changes since first century Israel, it seems increasingly difficult to believe that Jesus will 
actually come again. Believers are reminded of this every time someone predicts the return of Christ 
on a specific day, only to have it not occur. With great publicity, Harold Camping of Family Radio 
predicted Jesus’ return on 21 May 2011. It did not occur, but atheists had a field day mocking 
believers: 
 

1. Some released helium balloons with inflatable dolls attached, simulating Christians rising into 
the air. 

2. Some offered to buy property owned by Christians for a modicum of property value. 
3. Some offered pet care for believers so that “while they were communing with God, they 

wouldn’t have to worry about their pets.” 
4. Someone left a dog on a leash next to his master’s clothes, as though the master had been 

raptured away.    
 
The more inaccurate predictions by Christians and the more mockery believers endure as a result, 
the less it seems that people believe in Jesus’ return. This is entirely logical if one considers human 
experience. A father may say “Children, this summer your mother and I will take you to Disneyland” or 
he may say “Children, some day your mother and I will take you to Disneyland.”  
 
In the first promise, assuming the father has a record of being faithful; his children will be excited for 
their coming trip. In the second promise, assuming that the father has a record of being faithful, his 
children may be excited, but will quite rightly ask “when” in their next breath. If the father does not 
have a record of being faithful, his children may scoff whatever the promise.  
 
If dad has a good record, as the months and years pass without going to Disneyland, the childrens’  
enthusiasm will wane and they may forget the promise altogether. Every time the father reminds them 
of the promise, they may initially get excited, but that excitement will wane as the time passes with no 
Disneyland since the reminder. Eventually the children will become skeptical, maybe even coming to 
consider the exciting promise a cruel joke. Their faith wanes for several reasons: 
 

1. They doubt the seriousness and sincerity of the father’s initial promise. 
2. They wonder if the father will forget the promise. 
3. As the father ages, he loses the ability to fulfill the promise. 
4. In their experience in all areas of life, the longer something is delayed, the less likely it is to 

happen. 
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5. Over time, the value of the promise diminishes as they wait for it. Their unmet expectations 
make it hard to maintain their excitement.      

 
Investors will not wait an unspecified time for a return, young women will not wait forever for a certain 
suitor, and bosses will not wait long for an employee to complete a project. In the father’s promises 
above, the first is exciting and happy, and the second is lacking.  
 
Jesus’ promise to “come again” is in the second category. Since almost all of our knowledge of God is 
drawn by analogy from human experience, we doubt promises of the second type. Our doubt 
increases directly as the delay increases.  
 
Whether Jesus was man or God, the first question remains “did Jesus have a good record of keeping 
His promises?” If one looks at the gospels it is hard to find a promise that Jesus made that did not 
come true. Jesus promised “follow Me and I will make you fishers of men (Matthew 4:19).” Looking at 
the Acts of the Apostles, it is clear that Jesus did what He promised. When the centurion came to the 
Lord asked Him to heal his servant, Jesus promised “Go, it will be done just as you believed.” The 
centurion’s servant was healed that very hour (Matthew 8:13). His greatest promise, to rise from the 
dead, Jesus also kept (Mark 9:31). Clearly Jesus Christ had a good record of keeping His promises.  
 
Even if we accept that Jesus had a good record of keeping His promises, if He was merely a man, a 
great teacher or prophet but nothing more, we are right to doubt His promise to return, since He 
would be liable to the same frailties and failings of all men. If Jesus is God, however, are we right to 
doubt His promise? 
 
God is revealed in the Old Testament, and the New, as all knowing, all wise, all powerful, all loving, 
and timeless. Therefore when God makes a promise, His seriousness and sincerity is beyond 
question. The God of the Universe will never forget His promise, and the Sovereign Lord will never 
lose the ability to fulfill His promise.  So we find that God’s promises must be understood differently 
than human promises. Our experience with human promises cannot be trusted to reveal how divine 
promises work, and it is up to us to maintain our excitement in light of this truth. Regardless of the 
time elapsed, Jesus, God the Son’s, promise is still as valid as it was the night before He died. The 
delay, and the ridicule of scoffers, has no bearing on the certainty of Christ’s return.  
 
Why the delay? God truly loves the mankind, and all of creation. As such He has no desire for anyone 
to be separated from Him for eternity. Those who end up apart from Him only do so because they 
choose to be apart from Him. His delay is no trouble for Christians, and is a great mercy to those who 
have not yet accepted Him (2 Peter 3:9). 
 
How do Christians respond? First we must think clearly, as I have tried to do in the discussion above. 
Second we must realize that whether the Second Coming will happen in 10 days or 1000 years, no 
individual will have to wait longer than 110 years, give or take, to see God. Jesus will not return to 
take the mockers to heaven, but they will see Him whether they like it or not. Third, believers must 
expect to see Christ at any time, and it doesn’t matter whether they see Him in the rapture or through 
death. We must live our lives in this expectation, and in this joy. 
 
One last note; in the first paragraph I wrote that it “seems” increasingly difficult to believe that Jesus 
will come again. Ultimately, however, man is able to believe the truths of God due to the work of the 
Holy Spirit. Those in whom the Spirit dwells will understand the truth of the Second Coming as well. 
Those who refuse the Spirit will not.  
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VV 5-6 – Here Peter repeated his statement that those who scoffed at the idea of Christ’s return did 
so willingly; of their own desire. Humans are notorious for believing what we want to believe instead 
of what is actually true.  
 
In this case, these scoffers have denied that God destroyed the earth by water (Genesis 7:21-23). 
The fact of the Flood disproves their premise that “for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue 
as [they were] from the beginning of the creation.” These scoffers were basing their argument against 
the return of Christ on their supposition that no cataclysmic event such as this had happened in the 
past, so no cataclysmic event such as the Second Coming would happen in the future.  
 
V7 – The world as we know it will not be destroyed by water as it was in the time of Noah (Genesis 
9:9-17). However, it will be destroyed by fire. 
 
VV 8-9 – There is a great debate in theological circles about whether time is part of God (and 
therefore God exists in time, but that time never ends) or whether time is separate from God (and 
therefore He exists outside of time). The best answer is probably that He exists outside of time, but 
that He enters time at will to intervene directly in the affairs of mankind, as He did in the incarnation of 
Christ. Further discussion is outside the scope of this commentary. 
 
Either way, God does not experience time in the same way that man does. Our horizons are limited to 
our lifetimes, about 80 years, but His are endless. Peter emphasizes this point with what seems to us 
is hyperbole but is actually understatement. A lifetime to us is minutes to Him. Therefore we perceive 
the 2000 years since Christ promised to return as hundreds of lifetimes. God perfectly understands 
our perspective, but also understands that they are mere moments in the sight of heaven.  
 
V10 – Thieves came when everyone in the house was asleep and no one was expecting them. So 
shall the Lord’s return be. When that occurs there will be no time to repent and no power to stop His 
action. Existence and the universe as we know it will end, everyone will stand before His throne in 
awful judgment.  
 
V11 – As a result, Peter admonished his readers to prepare now for the end. Knowledge of God and 
purity of conduct should be the goal of every believer since He could come at any time. They are also 
the right thing to do since, through death, we could leave at any time.    
 
V12 – The idea that believers can hasten the second coming of Christ is remarkable, but is clearly 
taught in this passage. Jesus taught His disciples to understand the signs of the end times, predicted 
that the gospel would be preached to every nation, and that then the end would come (Matthew 24:4-
14). Therefore the way to hasten the Second Coming of Christ would be to preach the gospel to every 

nation (ἔθνος ethnos – ethnic group, people group, tribe). One wonders at the possibilities; would Christ 

have returned in 500 AD if His people had been more faithful? Would He have returned yesterday if 
we had been more faithful?  
 
Do we want Him to return, or are we content with life here and so don’t want to hasten the Second 
Coming? 
 
V13 – Once the world as we know it is destroyed, God will remake the heavens and the earth, 
probably similar to the old ones, except without sin.  
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V14 – Books in the word of God always end with statements about what readers are to do with what 
they had just learned. Peter understood, with James, that the Christian life is about thoughts and 
words and deeds, not just knowledge. The information that Peter had provided about the Lord would 
bring peace and righteousness to their lives if understood and lived.  
 
V15 – It would also enable the people of God to patiently wait for the Lord’s return, since His delay 
gives us time to introduce more of mankind to the salvation of Christ. Peter tied his statement here to 
the teachings of Paul. 
 
V16 – Peter had obviously read some of Paul’s letters and found some parts difficult to understand. 
Peter was also at times hard to understand. This is because God Himself is difficult to understand, 
being so different and so set apart from sinful man.  
 
Rather than striving to understand, unscrupulous men would distort the Scriptures. This confused 
others and led to their own ugly demise.  
 
V17 – As false teachers were great dangers, the people needed to be aware of them and guard 
themselves against them.  
 
V18 - Finally, Peter encouraged his readers to continue to grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus, 
the One who deserved and would receive all glory forever.   
 
 


