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Paul’s Letters to Timothy 
 
First Timothy 
 
1 Timothy 1 
 
V1 – In this variation of his standard greeting, Paul revealed himself as the author of this letter. 
Though this was a personal letter from Paul to Timothy, his spiritual son, Paul used his title as 
apostle, one set apart to God the Father and God the Son. He also used his title in the letter to Titus 
(Titus 1:1). The only place in Paul’s letters that his title is not used is in Philemon, 1 and 2 
Thessalonians, and Philippians.  
 
Timothy, the young pastor of the church at Ephesus, and Titus, the pastor of a church in Crete (Titus 
1:5), were struggling against false teachers (1 Timothy 1:3-4, Titus 1:9-16). Their authority as pastors 
and their teachings were being challenged. Paul probably used his title so that when his letters were 
read aloud in the church, the congregation would be reminded of his authority, of his approval of 
Timothy and Titus, and of their responsibility to follow them.    
 
Paul finally reminded the younger man that their hope was Jesus Christ.  
 
V2 – The audience was Timothy. Paul then blessed Timothy with grace, mercy and peace. Though 
his standard blessing was grace and peace, Paul probably added mercy because of Timothy’s 
questionable health and the unusual difficulties faced by such a young man leading such a prominent 
church.  
 
V3 – When Paul departed for Macedonia to gather the offering for the poor of Jerusalem (2 
Corinthians 8:1-4), he told Timothy to stay in Ephesus to continue ministering there. There were false 
teachers that Timothy needed to keep in check 
 
V4 – A strange proto-Gnosticism seems to have been combining with apocalyptic Jewish teachings, 
highlighting genealogies, which were ever popular to Jews, in the church. These false teachers built 

teachings on myths (μῦθος mythos – fictional stories) and genealogies (γενεαλογία genealogia – records 

of descent and lineage).   
 
Paul’s point was that such while teachings may result in interesting stories, they also resulted in 
confusion and sin. They also resulted in greater personal glory and self promotion for the false 
teacher. True teachings, on the other hand, resulted in greater faith and in good works in the learner.  
 
V5 – Paul’s lessons to Timothy were not motivated by any desire for self-promotion or personal gain. 
Rather the apostle wanted the younger man to possess a sincere faith. The Holy Spirit would use that 
faith to produce a pure heart and a good conscience in Timothy. Ultimately, a genuine and godly love 
would result.  
 
VV 6-7 – Other teachers abandoned the sincere faith in Christ, thereby limiting the work of the Spirit 
in their lives. This resulted in fruitless discussion. Worse, they lost what true knowledge of God that 
they did possess. They speculations became futile and their confidence vain. Ultimately such false 
teachers deceive themselves and others and destroy both.  
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V8 – The Law of God, as revealed in the Old Testament, is good as long as it is done with a sincere 
heart towards God.    
 
VV 9-10 – Paul was not saying that some men need the Law and others do not, because all men are 
sinners and are in need of the Law. However not all men understand that they need the Law. True 
Christians struggle with sin and, guided by good teachings, they recognize their sin and the need to 
resist it. False teachers distort the Law of God and condone such wicked acts as are listed here.  
Even more they positively encourage them.    
 
The people who gain no benefit from the Law of the Lord are those who deny their sinfulness and 
need for the Law. Not a word of the soundest teachings and most wonderful wisdom can help those 
who are self-satisfied in their self-righteousness.   
 

Sound (ὑγιαίνω hygiainō) in this verse referred to wholesome and healthy. Godly teachings which 

result in righteousness are not only good for the mind and spirit but also good for the body. Thus 
those who are proud and sinful harm every aspect of their being by their own actions.  
 
This is certainly true in experience. Liars lose the trust of those around them and find themselves 
isolated. Murderers and kidnappers end up dead or in prison. The licentious are at higher risk for 
sexually transmitted diseases, domestic violence, and mental illness. Homosexuals face diminished 
lifespans. Alcoholics and drug abusers tax their bodies directly with toxic substances.  
 
V11 – These sound teachings are to be found in the glorious gospel of Jesus Christ, God the Son. 
The most amazing miracle is that He has entrusted this gospel to us.  
 
V12 – God has not only entrusted His gospel to us but He has strengthen us for His service.  
 
V13 – Paul considered himself to have been the worst of the worst. He had spoken ill of the truths of 
God in his slavish obedience to Pharicaism, he persecuted members of the true faith, and was even 
violent towards them. Nonetheless, because Paul acted in ignorance and not willful disobedience, 
God was merciful to him.  
 
V14 – The Lord’s grace was overflowing to Paul. His grace included the light of the knowledge of 
Christ, the faith to believe it, and the love borne of the Spirit which was the inevitable result.  
 
V15 – Jesus Christ, God Incarnate, came into the world to save every one of us, because we are all 
sinners. Because of Paul’s past, he considered himself the worst.  
 
V16 – Because Paul felt his wickedness so strongly he felt the mercy of Christ even more strongly. 
The Lord’s patience with Paul, and with all of us, was perfect. His example must be an 
encouragement to those of us who believe in Him. 
 
V17 – God’s deliverance never ceased to amaze Paul. Sometimes, such as here, he broke out in 
spontaneous praise.  
 
V18 – Paul now turned to his purpose in writing the letter; to teach Timothy how to “fight the good 
fight” in his ministry.  
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VV 19-20 – The apostle was determined that Timothy should maintain his faith and keep a good 
conscience. If he did not he would end up in extremis.  
Some men, formerly affiliated with the church but not partakers of the Spirit, had drifted from the 
anchor of the faith and run aground on the shoals of error. Paul abandoned two of them, Alexander 
and Hymenaeus, to suffer the consequences of their own folly.     
 
1 Timothy 2 
 
V1 – Paul strongly encouraged, and even commanded, Timothy to support for all the people to whom 
he ministered. 
 

Word Meaning Other passages 

δέησις deēsis Seeking God on behalf of another Luke 1:13, Acts 1:14, Phil 4:6 

προσευχή proseuchē Prayer addressed to God and focused 
primarily on Him 

Matthew 21:22, Luke 22:45, 
Acts 6:4, Ephesians 1:6 

ἔντευξις enteuxis Coming together to converse for any 
cause 

1 Timothy 4:5 

εὐχαριστία eucharistia Giving thanks Ephesians 5:4, Revelation 7:12 

  
All of these activities are done between a man and God, but they have different functions. Prayer is 
focused on experiencing the person of God, while supplication is focused on lifting up the needs of 
oneself and others before the Lord. Intercession highlights the aspect of coming together, and 
gratitude is a necessary response to the good gifts of the Lord.  
 
The word prayer is commonly used as a general term covering all of these activities. However, the 
common practice, merely asking God for things, excludes most of what Paul told Timothy to do. As a 
result, our times with the Lord are weak and unfulfilling. Using a model for prayer such as Adoration, 
Confession, Thanksgiving and Supplication (ACTS), includes all of these important steps. Paul did 
not mention confession in this verse because he was describing what Timothy must do for others, not 
what he needed to do for himself.  
 
V2 – Not only are we to pray for our family, friends and colleagues but also for those in authority over 
us. From the supreme earthly ruler, the king, down to the most menial magistrate, Christians are to 
pray for them in all of the areas noted above. It is not enough to pray for the position of king, 
governor, or whatever, which people tend to do when they don’t like the occupant of the office. We 
must pray for the individual. There is no Biblical precedent to pray for a position but exclude the 
person. People matter; they last forever, while positions pass away.  
 
We do this so that our lives will be quiet and peaceful. Rulers are charged by God with establishing 
and maintaining the conditions that govern our earthly lives. They evaluate the environment around 
us and devise the laws to best allow us to meet our individual, family, and community needs and 
wants within that environment. Peace and stability, as opposed to war and confusion, promote this. 
 

Note that the ambition of believers is to live a peaceful and quiet life on this earth. Quiet (ἤρεμος 

ēremos) suggests the lack of outward disturbance and peaceful (ἡσύχιος hēsychios) hearkens to the 

tranquility of a godly and holy spirit (1 Peter 3:4).   
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The modern spirit of the times (zeitgeist) is to gain fame; to make as much noise as possible. 
Napoleon Bonaparte observed “Glory is fleeting, but obscurity is forever.” 
 
The popular saying “well behaved women rarely make history” is another example of this idea: 
 

1. Making history – being remembered in the history books – is a good thing. 
2. Behaving badly – which generally results in fame – is a good way to make history.  

 
If this world is all that exists and annihilation is the end of each person, then it makes sense to gain as 
much fame as possible because the only immortality is the remembrance of a man through his works. 
If there is a world to come, undying and unforgetting, and the people of God will inhabit it, then fame 
in this life is not only unnecessary but is potentially unhelpful. Not only must our lives be peaceful and 
quiet, they must be focused on God and lived with integrity.   
 
V3 – Our savior, the Lord God of the Universe manifest in the three persons of the Trinity, knows 
what we need. A life without godliness and honesty, a life spent “behaving badly”, is unacceptable to 
the Lord and unhealthy to ourselves. 
 
V4 – God would that all mankind, every man, woman and child who had ever lived, would return to 
Him and be saved. Jesus Christ was not sacrificed only for the elect, those who God had chosen for 
salvation, but for everyone. As God created everything, including every person, and is therefore our 
Father by reason of creation, His offer of salvation is for everyone. The Lord wants to be the Father of 
every person not only by creation but also by individual will. Unfortunately, not everyone will accept 
His gift of salvation.  
 
V5 – Polytheism is wrong; there is truly only one God. Moreover the One God is Himself the mediator 

between Himself and man; in the person of Jesus Christ. The word mediator (μεσίτης mesitēs) 

suggests “one who intervenes between two, to make or restore peace and friendship or to form or 
ratify a contract.” The same word can be used for arbitrator, who unlike the mediator can make 
decisions which bind both parties.  
 
The significance of this mediatorial function is often lost on modern Christians but was not on the 
saints of old. Job was sorely afflicted by Satan through the permission of God. He did not know why, 
and since he understood the sovereignty of the Lord attributed his suffering to the Holy One (Job 
19:6-22). Feeling unjustly persecuted, Job wished for a mediator who could obtain justice between 
him and God, but he knew of none (Job 9:33). In an amazing statement, Paul announces that such a 
mediator exists, the God-man Jesus Christ.    
 
V6 – Christ effected this mediation through His sacrifice. Every man was a slave to sin, and Jesus’ 

blood was the ransom (ἀντίλυτρον antilytron) to purchase us from our wicked master. Therefore 

He owns us, and we are now free from sin.  
 
V7 – Paul was set apart as a preacher to proclaim the story of Jesus Christ, how He is the God-man, 
the mediator and the redeemer, to the Gentiles.  Peter and others were set apart to proclaim the story 
to the Jews.  
 

V8 – Paul now directed his comments towards men (ἀνήρ anēr) as a gender rather than mankind 

(ἄνθρωπος anthrōpos) as a race. His theme remained prayer, and the focus here was public 
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worship. Men were to pray at all times and in all places. Prayer was not be used as an excuse for 
anger against others. It was also not to be ingenuine; in which the petitioner doubted but was putting 
on a show of spirituality. 
 
V9 – Pagan worship services in the Roman Empire in the first century were often loud and boisterous. 
In these services, and especially with temple prostitution so prevalent, women too often either 
dressed to seduce or at least to draw others to their wealth and beauty. In the cacophony of festivals 
they spoke loudly to attract attention.  
 
Paul, by contrast, admonished Christian women to be modest and quiet in church. They were not to 
look or behave like their pagan sisters and were to have nothing to do with sexual immorality.  
 
A word about dress - Men and women dress to accomplish goals 

1. Comfort 
2. Conformity and identity 
3. Attractive power – get noticed, liked or envied 
4. Work – uniform 
5. Safety – personal protective equipment 

 
V10 - On the contrary, holiness and service to the Lord were to characterize women of God.  
 
V11- In contrast to the loud, brazen heathens, Christian women were to be quiet and respectful. This 
was the case at the time of Paul and remains the case today. Both men and women are to listen 
respectfully to the teaching of the Word of God.   
 
VV 12-14 – Given that these verses refer to public worship within the church, Paul’s injunction against 
women teaching is limited to the public worship of the church. In modern usage this would prohibit 
them serving as preacher. This does not prevent them from teaching Sunday School or teaching 
women and children (Titus 2:3-4). The Apostle extolled Timothy’s grandmother and mother for 
teaching him (2 Timothy 1:5, 3:15) 
 
Paul told also women not to usurp authority over men. His arguments are as follows: 

1. Adam was created first and therefore has authority by seniority. 
2. In his perfect, pre-fall state, Adam was not deceived by the devil. Eve, despite being in her 

perfect, pre-fall state, was capable of being deceived and was deceived. This argument 
suggests inherent differences between the sexes. These differences are the reason that Paul 
gives for women not to exercise authority over men.   

 
What should modern Christians do with this passage? There are a few questions we must answer: 
 

1. Did these verses have meaning to their intended audience? Were they applicable in the early 
church? The answer is clearly yes. Feminists around the world have argued that Paul was a 
sexist and could not be trusted then or now on issues relating to women. However, these 
arguments are relatively recent. Most believers in the past accepted these teachings without 
more than a passing glance.  

2. Do these verses have meaning to the church today? Some have argued that this teaching is 
specific to the time, place and culture in which it was written and does not apply to Christians 
today. The problem with this argument is that Paul’s reasons for assigning authority to men 
have nothing to do with the culture at the time or even the state of men and women since the 
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Fall. Paul argues on the basis of the order of Creation and the inherent characteristics of men 
and women in their perfect state.  

 
These verses only apply to Christians and only in the context of the Church. 
They do not apply to non-Christian women or to work or other environments, although there are other 
verses in Scripture that refer to the home context. According to Paul as written here, however, 
Christian women should not exercise authority over Christian men in church.  
 

V15 – Women are saved (σῴζω sōzō – kept safe and sound, restored to health) and find their most important 

work in the keeping of their families (Titus 2:4). By this they avoid many social evils and contribute to 
the health of the local church. This is not to say that women cannot do other work (cf. 2 Kings 22, 
Proverbs 31:16, 24, Acts 16:14-15, 18:1-2) and not to imply that they should not do other work. There 
is no indication in these verses that women are inherently less skilled than men in working outside the 
home. Nonetheless Paul taught that the most important work of Christian women was with their 
families.  
 
1 Timothy 3 
 
V1 – Paul turned the discussion to the subject of choosing the right men to help Timothy with his 
ministry in Ephesus, and to serve as leaders in the churches in the area. An overseer or bishop 

(ἐπισκοπή episkopē) is a leader or elder in the church. The word also refers to God examining the 

thoughts, words and actions of men, thus determining their character (Luke 19:44, 1 Peter 2:12). One 
of the key jobs of an overseer of the church is, therefore, to evaluate the character and needs of 
those in the congregation and in the community. Once this is done, he is to craft the ministry of the 
church to help meet those needs. There may have been several bishop/elder/overseers in each local 
church.  
 
Note that ambition to serve the Lord in the church is commended, not condemned. The word 

(ἐπιθυμέω epithymeō) in this context suggests a longing or strong desire. Similar uses are found 

when prophets longed to see the work of God (Matthew 13:17) and Christians desired faith in others 
(Hebrews 6:11).  Elsewhere it is used in the negative sense, referring to lusting for a woman 
(Matthew 5:28) or for money (Acts 20:33), and to describe desperate physical need for food (Luke 
15:16, Luke 16:21).    
 
V2 – In order to judge the character and needs of others in his environment, the bishop must have a 

clean conscience and clean character himself. “Blameless” (ἀνεπίλημπτος anepilēmptos) suggests 

a man not open to accusations of vice. Even more, the image is of a man who cannot be captured by 
his sin; whose reputation will not be seized and pulled into the pit by iniquity. 
 
The overseer was to be a man who, if married, only had one wife. This verse cannot exclude single 
men because Paul, who was probably a widower, would have been excluded. There is no evidence in 
the Bible or in Christian history that Timothy or Titus, who received the same guidance (Titus 1:6), 
were married either.    
 
Polygamy was present among the social elites in many cultures in the first century, especially in the 
East. When these leaders in society were Christians they were more likely to want to serve and to be 
chosen as leaders in the church.  Polygamy, however, was specifically denied to leaders in the 
church. 
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Term Meaning Other Reference 

Vigilant (νηφάλιος nēphalios) Free from immoderate use of anything Titus 2:2 

Sober (σώφρων sōphrōn) Self controlled, curbing one’s desires 
and impulses 

Titus 2:2, 5 

Good behavior (κόσμιος kosmios) Modest, well arranged life  

Given to hospitality (φιλόξενος 

philoxenos) 

Generous to guests 1 Peter 4:9 

Able to teach (διδακτικός didaktikos) Able and willing to teach 2 Timothy 2:24 

 
Inns in the first century Roman Empire were few, dirty and often dangerous. The food had routinely 
been sacrificed to idols and the atmosphere (management and other patrons) were usually pagan. As 
a result, believers sought to stay in the homes of other believers. An elder who was not hospitable 
was therefore a bad example and actually dangerous to his brothers and sisters in the church.  
 
V3 – Paul did not prohibit the consumption of alcohol but did proscribe drunkenness. Pugnaciousness 

(πλήκτης plēktēs) referred to people who were prone to physical violence. Overseers needed to be 

gentle and try to avoid unnecessary conflict. Finally, greed should have no place in the life of a leader 
in the church.  
 
VV 4-5 – The household is a viable economic and social unit and a training ground for relationships 
with those outside the family. If a man could not effectively lead his household, how could he 
effectively lead his church?   
 
V6 – People who are well known as leaders in society, when they come to faith in Christ, are naturally 
drawn by their own inclinations and by the desires of others, to become leaders in the church. This is 
dangerous because earthly accomplishment does not equal spiritual maturity. A man who is a great 
leader of a company or even a nation may nevertheless not be a great leader in the church. This is 
especially true because worldly success often breeds pride, which is deadly to a follower of Christ.  
 

The imagery here is telling. The Greek (τυφόω typhoō) literally means being wrapped in smoke, with 

the effect being that the person looks bigger than they really are and neither they nor those around 
them can see themselves clearly. Further smoke eventually soils and chokes the one that it is 
surrounding. This is exactly what happened to Satan when he fell from heaven.  
 
V7 – A knave in the world is likely be a knave in the church as world. Those in Christians ministry 
should be the best and brightest that the Church has to offer, not the dregs who are unfit for anything 
else.  
 

V8 - Deacons (διάκονος diakonos) are servants in the church. They lead by good example, not by 

position. The Greek word suggests “one who carries out the commands of another, who cares for the 
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poor and serves food and drink”.  Nonetheless, they must be dignified (σεμνός semnos – honorable and 

venerated), not deceitful (δίλογος dilogos), and neither drunk nor greedy.    

 
V9 – The Christian faith is a great mystery which is only revealed to those with purity of heart before 
God. Having a guilty consciousness impairs communication with God and makes it impossible to hear 
His voice (Psalm 66:18). 
 
V10 – Men who would serve as deacons must be observed in the church and their character proven 
to be godly by long observation.  
 
V11 – There has been great controversy in some churches over whether women can be deacons, but 
this passage suggests that they can. There are examples of women specifically referred to as 
deaconesses in the early church (Romans 16:1-2). 
 
V12 – As with the overseers mentioned before, married deacons must have only one wife and be 
good leaders in their households.   
 
V13 – The diaconate is a high calling but not a high position in the eyes of the world. Their humble 
service can develop great maturity and great honor in the eyes of God.  
 
VV 14-15 – Paul was hoping to visit Timothy in Ephesus. Until he could get there, he was writing to 
teach Timothy how to lead in his church. This was so important because ultimately it was God’s 
church; the source of truth in the world.  
 
V16 – The final verse in this chapter is a “creedal hymn”, a poem-like passage that is easy to 
memorize and summarizes key points in the faith. There was no “New Testament” at the time of 
Paul’s writing; the Bible of the early Church was the Old Testament, the same Bible that John the 
Baptist had known. Therefore knowledge about Jesus Christ and His work was communicated and 
stored in such hymns. 
 
Jesus Christ was:  

1. God revealed in human flesh 
2. Attested to be the Spirit of God 
3. Witnessed by the angels of God 
4. Proclaimed by the people of God 
5. Believed by people throughout the world 
6. and Taken up to heaven in Glory   

 
1 Timothy 4 
 
V1 – The danger in the later times was not that those unaffiliated with the Church would reject 
Christianity but that those who considered themselves Christians would abandon the faith. This is 
nothing new; since the beginning of time true religion has always faced more danger from false 
religion than it did from “no religion”. The prophets of the ancient Hebrews were slain by other 
Hebrews, not by Babylonians, Assyrians, or other outsiders. Jesus’ biggest malefactors were not 
foreigners, the common people of Israel, or even the Romans. The ones who opposed Him the most, 
and ultimately killed Him, were the people who considered themselves most obedient to God.    
 



9 
 

How will they fall away? By paying attention to false teachings promulgated by deceitful teachers and 
to lies sprouting from the depths of hell.  
 
V2 – These who fall away are characterized by hypocrisy; a refusal to be who they say they are and 
to do what they say they will do.  
Having rejected part of God’s truth, they make themselves unable to apprehend more truth and even 
unable to maintain knowledge of the truth they have. Their minds become clouded with sin and their 
consciences become scarred; as with a branding iron.  
 
V3 – Gnosticism was a popular Christian heresy in the second century but the ideas behind it were 
developing in the mid to late first century AD. One of the key teachings of the Gnostics was that 
matter was evil and the spirit was good. In this ascetic form of Gnosticism, therefore, physical 
pleasures such as eating good foods and having sex were to be avoided.  
 
Some false teachers in the early church taught their students to deny themselves various pleasures. 
Though self-denial at certain times and for certain reasons is admirable, these teachers were 
equating self-denial with the gospel. This is wrong for many reasons: 
 

1. The good news of the Gospel is not about denying ourselves to gain favor with God. Rather it 
is about God denying Himself to save us from the certain penalty of sin…death. 

2. God made the earth and the universe and every good thing, including pleasure, comes from 
Him (Genesis 1).  

3. The Bible teaches limited times of self denial, such as when taking the Nazirite Vow (Numbers 
6:1-21) or when a married couple limits their sexual pleasure for the purposes of prayer (1 
Corinthians 7:2-5).  

4. The Bible teaches that there are times to enjoy the pleasures that God gave to man 
(Ecclesiastes 3:1-8, Proverbs 5:18).    

5. Jesus commands His disciples to deny themselves, to deny their selfish and sinful desires, and 
to follow Him (Luke 9:23-25).  

6. When asceticism is preached it is usually taught as a way to gain spiritual superiority over 
others. That attitude is far from the gospel. 

 
In this case the false teachers were denying marriage and certain foods to those listening to them.  
 
V4 – Things created by God are altogether good. As long as people have a heart of thankfulness, 
they can enjoy them.  
 
V5 – Using the word of God and prayer, the Spirit of God sanctifies each believer. The believer is 
then able to enjoy the gifts of his Father.  
 
V6 - It can be difficult to know what is true teaching and what is false. Only by constantly studying the 
Bible can Christians know the difference.  Paul told Timothy to discover what is true and point it out to 
others in his charge as pastor of the church at Ephesus.  In so doing he would be a good servant to 
Christ Jesus, and his people would be nourished on the truth.   
 
V7 – At the time, women whose children were no longer at home spent time in foolish speculation 
and storytelling. Sometimes elderly women told Jewish legends to their credulous grandchildren. 
Timothy was to avoid such tales and discipline himself in every way to promote godliness.  
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V8 – Exercise for the body is valuable but its value is limited to life on earth. It should not be 
neglected, but spiritual exercise, which has value in this life and the next, should be the priority.  
 
V9 – Paul’s teachings are reliable and should be accepted. He had little doubt that Timothy would 
follow his lead but wanted to ensure that the congregation in Ephesus, who would hear this letter read 
aloud, would also accept what the apostle had to say.  
 
V10 – Believers do not have hope in the world but fix their hope on the Living God. He is worthy of 
our hope because He became one of us and sacrificed Himself to save us. Jesus’ sacrifice was for all 
men, but only those who choose to believe in Him will benefit from it.  
 
V11 – Since Paul’s words to Timothy were true, he was to declare these things to his parishioners 
and teach them to obey. 
 
V12 – Timothy was young, probably in his early 30s, and so he engendered opposition from those 
who were older and considered themselves more experienced and more qualified to lead. Timothy 
was to overcome these people by the truthfulness of his words and the godliness of his character. He 
was to be an example of what a Christian leader should be. Many people want to lead but few are 
willing to live the life that a true undershepherd of Jesus must live. Time would demonstrate the 
difference, and Timothy would prevail.  
 
V13 – The focus of the church was to be the public reading of Scripture, encouraging each other, 
holding one another accountable, and teaching the truths of God. Many people in the early church 
were illiterate and so had to rely on others to hear the Bible.  
 
V14 – Like all believers, Timothy had at least one spiritual gift. Paul had recognized the gift and the 
elders in Ephesus had laid hands on Timothy to confirm it.  
 
V15 – When Christians grow more like Christ, others notice by the increase of spiritual fruit (Galatians 
5:22-23). If Timothy was absorbed in his work for the Lord, focusing on that for which he had been 
gifted, members of his congregation would notice. 
 
V16 – Paul reminded the younger man to ensure that his inner spiritual life was fresh and growing. No 
man can be fit as a minister of the gospel if he is not fit as an individual Christian. Once Timothy’s 
own spiritual life was tended, he had to focus on the needs in his church. Doing both, Timothy’s 
faithful labors would keep him and his congregants on the path to salvation.   
 
1 Timothy 5 
 
VV 1-2 – There has always been tension between the young and the old. The old tend to have more 
money and occupy positions of power, while simultaneously declining in energy and health. The 
young tend to be stronger and more energetic, while simultaneously lacking the wisdom of 
experience and financial resources to accomplish their goals. By virtue of the relationship between 
parents and their children, the aged have garnered respect from the young, although this seems to be 
declining in modern times. 
 
In keeping with these cultural norms, Paul encouraged Timothy to ensure that the elderly in the 
church were respected and cared for. As members of the Body of Christ are a family, so members of 
each local church were to treat each other as a family.  
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VV 3-5 – A “widow indeed” is a widow with no children or other family members to support her. She is 
to devote herself to serve the Lord in her remaining years. This involved service in all areas, but Paul 
emphasized her duty to pray.  Widows receiving full physical support from the local church were to be 
fully devoted to the service of God in the church. They were to have no distractions.  
 
Widows with surviving children and other family members were to receive support from them. God 
intends for family members to provide for each other and for the church at large to provide only what 
individual families cannot. Children who have been supported in their early years need to do the 
same for their parents in their later years. Social security throughout time has been provided by 
families with the church and community in a supporting role.  
 
V6 – A widow who spends her time pleasing only herself is spiritually dead. She is destructive to 
herself and useful to no one. 
 
V7 – To follow these instructions is to be blameless. 
 
V8 – For a family to deny help to its aged and infirm members is to deny the Christian faith. 
Unbelievers sometimes support members of their families, and if a believer fails to do so, he is worse. 
There is absolutely no excuse. Even the poorest can pool resources and help each other.  
 
My father died in June 2009 but my mother was employed and was healthy enough to live alone. In 
December of 2010 she was laid off at work due to budget cuts and was forced to live on 
unemployment and Social Security. With rising costs and decreasing income she soon drained her 
savings and was unable to pay her bills. Recognizing her need, my family bought her house and 
allowed her to live in it rent free. Doing so decreased her monthly outflow by almost $900 and meet 
her obligations. Later as her health declined we sold the house and she came to live with us.  
 
If people hear the story, many are surprised that we should have done such a nice thing for my 
mother. While the sentiment is pleasant, the fact is that we did nothing that was not required by God 
Himself. Had we not the money to buy her house, we would have sold it and had her come live with 
us earlier. Either way it was our responsibility before God and man to care for her who cared for me.  
 
Even more, it was a pleasure and an honor.  The chance to return to her a little of what she gave was 
a great joy, and having her godly influence on my children has been a blessing.     
 
We have subsequently sold her house and now my mother is living with us. By the will and grace of 
the Lord we have come full circle.   
 
VV 9-10 – Local churches would make a list of older women who had no means of support and 
provide their material needs. Paul limited such support to those who had had only one husband or 
those who had had more than one through no fault of their own, ie. they had become widows and 
remarried. He intended to exclude wanton women living unrepentant lives. 
 
The women whom the church would support had to: 

1. Have a reputation for good works. 
2. Have raised children if it was possible for her to have done so. 
3. Been hospitable to strangers.  
4. Been humble enough to perform the lowest deeds for others. 
5. Assisted others in distress. 
6. Been devoted to good works in every way. 
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VV 11-12 – Younger widows, more likely to be marriageable than older ones, were not to receive full 
physical support from the church. Paul was concerned that they would abandon their devotion to God 
alone and bring shame upon the local congregation. 
 
VV 13-15 – Younger women who were not utterly devoted to the work of God in the church might 
become gossips and busybodies if they were not required to do useful work. Therefore they were to 
function as wives and mothers, thereby giving the enemies of God no occasion to blaspheme Him 
through scandal in the church. This had already happened in some sad cases. 
 
V16 – Daughters and other younger women were to help older women in their families. This would 
free the church to support widows who had no other means of support. 
 
There is no provision in any of these verses for the church, or anyone else, to support able bodied 
men. Men were expected to earn their own living, marry, and support their families. Only when they 
became too ill or aged to work would they be eligible for help from others.  
 
V17 – Elders, men of authority in the church who were themselves usually aged, performed hard 
duties and had great responsibility. They were responsible for teaching the Scriptures, administering 
the resources of the local church, and handling relations with the outside. Further, their prominence 
made them the first to be persecuted by the authorities.  
 
V18 – Leaders of the church, therefore, are entitled to fair wages for the honest work that they do.  
 
V19 – People in high profile positions are especially vulnerable to accusations. The church was not to 
accept these charges lightly but to confirm or deny them. If two or three eyewitnesses to the alleged 
action testified against the elder, it was to be further investigated.  
 
V20 – If the elder actually was at fault the issue was to be handled as prescribed by the Lord 
(Matthew 18:15-17, 2 Corinthians 13:1) in the hopes of repentance. If he continued in sin, he was to 
be rebuked by the church as an example to others. 
 
V21 – These principles were to be followed regardless of the stature of the elder, whether high or low. 
The Lord is no respecter of human position, and He is the witness of all of these things.  
 
V22 – Candidates for public leadership positions in the church should be experienced believers. 
Prominent, wealthy and successful people who become Christians may want to immediately take a 
role in leadership because they are leaders in everything else that they do. They may be 
exceptionally gifted at it. However earthly success is no guarantee of success in ministry, because an 
additional set of skills, the fruits of the Spirit, are required.  
 
Leaders bear partial responsibility for the sins of the people who follow them. Putting a leader who is 
untried in the faith in charge of others may contribute to their sin and therefore to his. Let such men 
be tried in the faith before they become leaders in the church.  
 
V23 – Timothy seemed to be somewhat sickly and was probably afflicted with some diarrheal disease 
at this time. Drinking water in ancient times was often contaminated. The alcohol content in beer and 
wine made it less hospitable to the overgrowth of bacteria and other microorganisms. It was therefore 
often safer to drink.  
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VV 24-25 – Some people’s sins are obvious and therefore clearly disqualify them from ministry; they 
would not even be considered. Other’s sins are hidden and are likely to be discovered only after they 
have been installed in church leadership. Good works are the same. These facts complicate the 
selection of leaders in ministry and must be carefully considered.   
 
1 Timothy 6 
 
VV 1-2 – Slavery was widespread in the Roman Empire, as with most nations in antiquity, and was an 
accepted part of the social order.  
The thinking was simply that some people were destined to be slaves and others were not. Some 
men were better than others; the former were entitled to rule and the later to serve.  
 
The teachings of Christ were directly opposed to such thinking. All men are equal in the sight of God; 
 

1. Equal in being created as humans, with all of the characteristics that result. 
2. Equal in being sinners. 
3. Equal in being loved by God and in being eligible for salvation through the work of Jesus.  
4. Equal before the Law. 

 
Thus a permanent conflict arose between Christians and the non-Christians. To preach the freedom 
of slaves, which was the logical result of the teachings of Jesus, would destabilize the Empire and 
make Christianity a political movement. To support slavery as an institution would contradict the 
truths of God. Paul sensed this dilemma and knew that spiritual slavery lasts forever while earthly 
slavery lasted only a lifetime. Jesus’ kingdom is not of this world (John 18:36) and His followers’ 
primary fight was spiritual, not physical (Ephesians 6:12).   
 
Paul’s position on slavery was that slaves should be freed whenever possible, since slaves and 
masters were actually equal in Christ (Galatians 3:28, Philemon 1:10-19). When that was not 
possible, slaves were to treat their masters well, and masters were to treat their slaves well 
(Ephesians 6:5-9).    
 
V3 – Paul wrote here that the teachings of Jesus, as reflected in his writings, were true and of God. 
They were not merely his opinion and were not negotiable. To teach anything besides the words of 
the Lord was unwholesome (ὑγιαίνω hygiainō – safe, sound, healthy).   
 
V4 – Pride results from believing that one’s own opinions can compare with the words of God as 
written in the Bible. Without the revelation of God, both through His creation in the natural world and 
through His word in the Bible, man knows nothing at all. The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
knowledge (Proverbs 9:10), the foundation upon which all real understanding is built. Those who 
reject God have no foundation on which to build their intellectual understanding. The fact of God, and 
that which can be known about Him, is the fundamental fact of the universe; more fundamental, in 
fact, even than the fact of our own existence, which we typically take for granted. It is both 
intellectually specious, and logically amusing, to argue that God does not exist but to accept without 
question that we as individuals do. But humans do it all of the time.  
 
Without knowing God, our mental constructs have no basis in reality, much like a man who builds a 
castle in the air. Jesus taught His disciples to build their beliefs and actions on His words (Matthew 
7:24-27). Those who refuse to do so perseverate on foolish questions, argue endlessly about the 
meanings of words, and end up in envy, arguments, speaking ill of each other and of God 
(βλασφημία blasphēmia), and evil opinions.  
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V5 – Their intellectual poverty results in evil actions. In the church, these people teach falsehoods for 
the purpose of making money. Lies under the guise of spirituality become a source of monetary gain.      
 
 
What the World Says about Money 
 
Our moral code is out of date – CNN Opinion 16 Sept 2010 

Although few of us would turn to the Old Testament or the Quran to determine the age of the Earth, 
too many of us still turn obediently to these books (or their secular copies) as authorities about 
morality. We learn therein the moral superiority of faith to reason and collective sacrifice to personal 
profit. 

But the more seriously we take these old ethical ideas, the more suspect become the modern ideas 
responsible for human progress. The scientists in their laboratories did not demonstrate the 
superiority of faith. Thomas Jefferson in his Declaration did not proclaim the superiority of collective 
sacrifice. Why should we think these ideas are the path to moral enlightenment? 

Perhaps, of all the damage these antiquated moral ideas do to human progress, the most significant 
is how they distort our conception of moral ideals. 

Ask someone on the street to name a moral hero; if he isn't at a loss, he'll likely name someone like 
Jesus Christ or Mother Teresa. Why? Because they're regarded as people of faith who shunned 
personal profit for the collective good. No one would dream of naming Galileo, Darwin, Thomas 
Edison or John D. Rockefeller. 

Yet we should. It is they, not the Mother Teresas of the world, that we should strive to be like and 
teach our kids the same. 

If morality is judgment to discern the truth and courage to act on it and make something of and for 
your own life, then these individuals, in their capacity as great creators, are moral exemplars. Put 
another way, if morality is a guide in the quest to achieve your own happiness by creating the values 
of mind and body that make a successful life, then morality is about personal profit, not its 
renunciation. 

Monetary profit is just one of the values you have to achieve in life. But it is an eloquent 
representative of the whole issue, because at its most demanding, as exhibited by a Bill Gates or a 
Steve Jobs, making money requires a profound dedication to material production.  

The fact that earning money is ignored by most moralists, or condemned as the root of evil, is telling 
of the distance we must travel. 

What the Bible says in Timothy about Money 

V6 – Godliness (εὐσέβεια eusebeia – piety, reverence) suggests a right relationship with the Lord, 
while contentment (αὐτάρκεια autarkeia) refers to a perfect condition of life in which no aid or support 
is needed.  The Greeks used the term for those who were self-sufficient, but by adding “godliness”, 
Paul modified the idea to refer to those who are “God-sufficient”.   The God-sufficient man therefore 
has great gain. 
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V7 – At birth we have no material goods.  We labor throughout life to gain more and lose everything 
we have at death.  Material goods are therefore transient and of secondary importance.  People, on 
the other hand, live forever.  Investments in others bear fruit for eternity.   
 
“He is no fool who gives up what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose.” Jim Eliot, American 
Missionary  
 
V8 – Seeing the end of all material acquisition, the wise man works only to get his material 
necessities, food, drink, clothing and shelter, and nothing more.  This is enough for him.  The sense 
of the Greek in this passage is not that Paul is telling Timothy that this is the way it should be.  Paul is 
telling Timothy that this is the way it is.   
 
V9 – The desire to get rich is dangerous.   

1. Senseless or foolish (ἀνόητος anoētos) – Irrational, unintelligible or unwise.  The idea here is 
that, looked at from God’s perspective, striving to make more money than you need doesn’t 
make any sense.  Why?  Because God controls all of the money in the world.  He gives to 
some and takes from others for His ultimate purposes.   

2. Harmful (βλαβερός blaberos) – Excessive wealth can injure one’s relationship with God 
(Proverbs 30:8-9) and can damage one’s relationship with others.  Greed can result in bad 
decisions such as the choice to defraud others or commit crimes.   

 
V10 – My father used to tell me that the Bible said that money is the root of all evil.  This is a common 
misunderstanding of this passage.  Money is neutral, neither morally good nor morally bad.  The 
morality of money is found in the purpose to which the owner uses it.   
 
Money, however, should never be the object of love.  First God and second the people He has 
created are the proper objects of genuine love.  The Bible says little about human love for animals but 
certainly commands us to care for all of the Lord’s creation.   
 
V11 – The temptation to acquire great wealth is strong and, like youthful lust (2 Timothy 2:22), we 
must flee from it.  Servants of the Lord must pursue His kingdom (Matthew 6:33) and the fruits thereof 
(Galatians 5:22-23).   
 
Bible Study Teaching Points on Money  
 
What is the truth about contentment and success? 

1. Godliness is the only real path to success and contentment. 
2. Material things, while useful and important, are fleeting.  They should only be used to 

accomplish His work in our lives and the in the lives of others. 
3. Greed is a powerful temptation, and like sexual sin, we must flee it.   

 
What is the truth about money? 

1. Money is neither good nor bad.  It has no inherent morality. 
2. The Bible never teaches that money is evil, contrary to the misunderstandings of some and 

biases of others.  Greed, not money, is the problem. 
 
V12 – After having discussed false teachings and the truth about money, Paul began to encourage 
Timothy to focus on eternal issues, because such focus would enable him to fight the good fight of 
faith in this world. False teachers, such a problem in Timothy’s congregation in Ephesus, focused 
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their energies on gain in this world. Therefore even if they got everything that they wanted, their 
efforts would still be in vain.  
 
On the other hand, Timothy was called to eternal life. As long as his efforts were for things that lasted 
forever, the glory of God and the salvation and well being of man, they would never be in vain. 
Timothy had both preached and lived this truth, and others had been blessed as a result. 
 
The Greek word translated “fight” (ἀγωνίζομαι agōnizomai) is the root of the English word “agonize”. As 
such Timothy’s efforts would take every ounce of strength and fiber of his being. This was no easy 
fight and he was no part-time warrior for the Lord. Rather the war in which Timothy battled would 
consume his life.  
 
Paul’s Concluding Charge to Timothy 
 
V13 - Paul’s first letter to Timothy was drawing to a close, so he gave his young disciple a final 
charge. God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ were his witnesses.  
 
V14 – “The commandment” refers to the revelation of Jesus Christ, from the first word of Genesis to 
the last word of the Holy Scriptures. This word could not be broken or denied by the true servants of 
God. 
 
VV 15-16 – Though Jesus stood before Pontius Pilate as an accused man before a judge, in reality 
Jesus is the only authority.  Jesus is also the only one who controls immortality. He alone dwells in 
the light of God, which man cannot survive, and therefore He alone is worthy of everlasting glory and 
power.  
 
Final Matters in 1 Timothy 
 
V17 – Ephesus was a wealthy port city in Asia Minor and a few of its affluent inhabitants had joined 
Timothy’s church. Wealth and other forms of earthly power have a pernicious habit of distracting 
people from the truth and deluding them into thinking that their security lies therein. They also tend to 
make people proud and aloof, feeling that they are better than others. Ultimately they become 
separated from God (Proverbs 30:7-9).  
 
This is tragic because it is God, not a man’s wealth, which gives him security. Thus the glimmer of 
gold entices its possessors away from their real safety. Betrayal, heartache and loss are the 
inevitable result. Good things, and real enjoyment, do not come from wealth; they come from our 
Lord.  
 
V18 – The rich must do good and must be generous to others. They must not be aloof and refuse to 
communicate with others.  
 
V19 - In time the affluent, like all men, will die. Using earthly riches to gain eternal reward by means 
of obedient allocation will help the rich to build a good foundation of heavenly riches. 
 
VV 20-21 – Timothy was to hold himself absolutely committed to the truths of God. He was to avoid 
vain talk.  
 
 
 



17 
 

 
 
Paul’s last note is extremely important. Even in the first century people were arguing against 
Christianity on the basis of “science”. Dictionary.com defines science as follows: 
 

1. A branch of knowledge or study dealing with a body of facts or truths systematically arranged 
and showing the operation of general laws: the mathematical sciences.  

2. Systematic knowledge of the physical or material world gained through observation and 
experimentation.  

3.  Any of the branches of natural or physical science.  
4. Systematized knowledge in general.  
5. Knowledge, as of facts or principles; knowledge gained by systematic study.  

  
None of these definitions are inherently opposed to Christian teaching. In fact a believer would argue 
that science is based on the systematic study of Creation, which itself reflects the character of God. 
Historically the natural world has been considered part of General Revelation while the Bible has 
been considered Special Revelation.  
 
Real science has no objection to real Christianity because the God of the Universe is the author of 
both. Only pseudoscience, worldly philosophy masquerading as science, opposes the real teachings 
of Christ. Timothy faced this conflict two thousand years ago just as believers face it today, and it 
shipwrecked the faith of ancients just like it does moderns. Though science is far more advanced 
today than it was then, God’s revelation through His creation has no conflict with His revelation 
through His Word.  
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2 Timothy 
 
2 Timothy 1 
 
V1 – Paul was in prison in Rome in the early 60s, and was writing to his spiritual son Timothy, pastor 
at Ephesus. This is Paul’s last extant letter. As was his custom, the great apostle began by asserting 
his position, appointed by God, because of the work of Christ. 
 
V2 – Paul truly loved Timothy. There is no evidence that he had a relationship with anyone else like 
he had with Timothy, and Paul would pass the torch of ministry to him. As such, he blessed him with 
grace, mercy and peace, provided by God and proclaimed by His messenger. 
 
V3 – The apostle’s love was demonstrated in his prayers. God is all powerful, the source of all power, 
and He exercises His power in response to the prayers of men. Therefore Paul could give his son no 
greater blessing than his consistent, impassioned prayer.  
 
How often do we pray for our children, whether natural, spiritual or both? How fervently do we pray for 
our wives or husbands, our parents, our siblings, or others that we claim to love? It does no good to 
pray for “the world” or “the missionaries” or even “the church” when we fail to do so for those closest 
to us.  
 
V4 – Not only did Paul bless and pray for Timothy, he wanted to see him, to spend time with him, and 
to encourage him. Timothy had faced hard times in Ephesus, as Paul’s reference to “thy tears” 
suggests. That reference also probably refers to their tearful parting when Paul left Ephesus years 
before (Acts 20:36-38). Timothy also missed the guidance and companionship of his mentor. Paul 
took joy in being with Timothy and in helping him to better serve the Lord. 
 
V5 – Paul knew Timothy’s family personally, and was well aware of his spiritual training and 
testimony.  Thus he was a reliable judge of Timothy’s character, and knew that his faith was real; it 
was not a show.  
 
V6 – “Stir up the gift of God” (ἀναζωπυρέω anazōpyreō) suggests kindling a fire. Timothy may have been 

discouraged from the opposition he faced in his career and needed to be reminded that God had 
given him a special gift to use in ministry. Further, Paul reminded Timothy of his conversion to 
Christianity, when Paul had laid hands on him and he had received the gift of the Spirit as well as the 
spiritual gift to which Paul referred. 
 
Sometimes we neglect the importance of ceremonies and milestones in our lives and in the lives of 
others. In this verse Paul reminded his young disciple of his conversion to the Faith and of the 
ceremony that marked his passage into a new life and new career. In so doing he reminded Timothy 
of his special, God-given gift that fitted him for ministry, no matter how hard it seemed.  
 
V7 –Paul continued his theme in verse 6, that at his conversion God gave Timothy his Holy Spirit and 
a spiritual gift. Timothy had struggled with fear (1 Timothy 4:12), but the Spirit that God gave him was 
not a spirit of fear. Instead He was a Spirit of Power, of Love, and of a clear and stable mind.  
 
V8 – The false teachers in Ephesus were trying to make Timothy ashamed of the gospel. The 
Gentiles among them were assailing the wisdom of the Gospel, denying the resurrection and 
advancing various appealing myths (1 Timothy 1:4). 
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The Jews among them were claiming that Christ was cursed (Deuteronomy 21:22-23) and that history 
and genealogies provided the key to truth (1 Timothy 1:4).  
 
With the Christian movement still considered a small Jewish sect, with its founder “dead” (at least in 
the eyes of the world) and with its leader Paul in prison, it was perfectly understandable that Timothy 
would struggle with being ashamed of the gospel. From the vantage point of 2013, we see 2000 
years of history in which Christianity has grown to be the largest religion on the globe. Further, it 
continues to grow at a relentless pace. Jesus promised that “the gates of hell would not stand against 
the Church” (Matthew 16:18) and He has been proven right. Timothy, uncertain and persecuted as he 
was, could not have this knowledge.  
 
Paul’s direction to Timothy was to refuse to be ashamed of him, or of Jesus, but to join him in his 
afflictions. He did not promise an end to the trouble, a prosperous life, or even ministerial success. 
Paul made no guarantees to Timothy except further suffering, and the power of God to endure.  
 
V9 – Not wishing to leave Timothy on this sad note, the apostle reminded him that God saved them 
both from eternal death and set them apart to serve Him in a special way. His way was not man’s 
way, but according to His plan as was ordained before the creation of the universe.  
 
VV 10-11 - This plan was consummated in the work of Jesus Christ, whom they were proclaiming. 
The story of this amazing work was the message that Timothy and Paul were allowed to preach and 
teach. The God-Man, Jesus Christ, the Victor over death and the Giver of life everlasting, was their 
constant topic and focus. Despite the suffering, what greater calling could there be than to share the 
hope of Christ with others.  
 
V12 – The persecution that Paul faced was nothing compared to this marvelous message and the 
amazing privilege that he was given to proclaim it (2 Corinthians 4:17).  As such it was impossible for 
him to be ashamed. Further, the same God that raised Jesus from the dead was able to take Paul’s 
work and his very soul and keep it safe until His work was done.  
 
Even in antiquity, teachers and religious leaders came and went. Almost all enjoyed momentary 
notoriety and success and then faded into oblivion, every footprint being covered by the sands of time 
(Ecclesiastes 1:11). The best a man could hope for was to enjoy his days and do a little good in his 
lifetime (Ecclesiastes 3:12). Timothy needed to know that his life work would endure. Paul reminded 
him that God would make it so.  
 
V13 – Confusion was the stock in trade of the false teachers, so the apostle encouraged Timothy to 
hold fast to sound doctrine, the things that Paul had taught him. Further, he had to do so while 
reflecting the Spirit of God, demonstrating faith and love, just as Christ had.  
 
V14 – The good thing is the gospel of Christ, which is held fast in the hearts of believers by the work 
of the Holy Spirit. 
 
V15 – Phygellus and Hermogenes are not mentioned elsewhere in Scripture. They were apparently 
known to Paul and Timothy as promising Christian teachers who fell away from the Faith under 
persecution.  
 
VV 16-18 - In contrast to these men, Onesiphorus and his family remained faithful to Christ and were 
a great blessing to Paul. They refreshed him, probably with shelter, food and water. They sought him 
out, even while he was in prison in Rome,  
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2 Timothy 2 
 
V1 – Since God Himself had given Timothy such an important charge through Paul, and since others 
had behaved in obedience to the Lord, Timothy also had to be strong in the bountiful favor of Christ.  
 
V2 – Having attained mastery of the Mosiac Law, and having met the Risen Christ, Paul was uniquely 
able to understand the truths of God. The authenticity and power of his teaching was affirmed by the 
good men who witnessed it, including such notables as Barnabas, Silas and Luke. The truths of God 
as reflected in Paul, not the foolish babblings of the false teachers, were what Timothy was to pass 
on to others. Once he taught the men under his authority, Timothy was to disciple them so that they 
could teach others. The progression spanned four generations – Paul, Timothy, faithful men, and 
others. 
 
V3 – The work of discipling is hard, and the message was bound to meet resistance. Therefore 
Timothy had to anticipate hardship and pain. Paul frequently used military metaphors to describe the 
Christian life (2 Corinthians 10:3-5, Ephesians 6:10-17). Timothy was to perceive himself as a soldier 
for Christ. 
 
V4 – Roman soldiers were not permitted to marry during their 20 years of active service, they were 
provided adequate but not excessive pay, and their physical needs were met by the government. 
Thus the authorities in Rome did not allow the defenders of the Empire to “entangle themselves with 
the affairs of life”, preferring them to focus on their military service. In the same way Paul told Timothy 
to avoid entangling himself in day to day affairs so that he could focus on the battle of the Lord. 
 
It is so easy for believers to be distracted that the Lord Himself (Matthew 13:7, 22) and the writer of 
Hebrews gave the same admonition (Hebrews 12:1).  
 
V5 – To better illustrate his point, the apostle moved to an athletic metaphor.  A competitor in an 
event must not only avoid becoming distracted as he pursues the prize, he must also compete 
according to the rules. Christian leaders also had to live their lives according to the rules, both earthly 
and heavenly, in order to win. 
 
One of the most painful moments in recent Olympic history occurred in during the 10,000 meter 
speed skating finals at the 2010 Winter Games in Vancouver, British Columbia. Dutch speed skater 
Sven Kramer, who had recently won the 5,000 gold medal, had a commanding lead over Korean Lee 
Seung-Hoon. With just nine laps to go, Kramer’s coach, Gerard Kemkers, incorrectly directed him into 
the inner lane.  Though Kramer finished in record time, he was disqualified. Even though he was 
deceived, however innocently, by another, Sven Kramer paid a heavy price.  
 
Christians sometimes dive into sin because we like it. Other times we fall into sin through our own 
weaknesses. Still other times we are intentionally deceived into sin. Finally, believers can be 
unintentionally led into sin by those we trust. Regardless of why we sin, we are responsible for our 
own actions. If we violate the rules, as Sven Kramer did, we will be disqualified. There is no perfect 
protection in this sinful world, but by staying in the Word and keeping the Lord as our vision, by 
choosing friends wisely and by maintaining fellowship with the saints, and by always striving to trust 
and obey, followers of Jesus will stay in the game. Ultimately He will bring us to victory.  
 
V6 - Paul changed the analogy one more time. When a farmer works hard, avoids entanglements and 
plays by the rules in his work, he deserves the first of the harvest.  
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When a Christian minister does the same, he deserves the first fruits of his work. The Greek word 
(κοπιάω kopiaō) for labor refers to heavy, strenuous work to the point of exhaustion. No less can be 
expected from the man of God for the purposes of God.  
 
VV 7-8 - Timothy was to consider (νοέω noeō – ponder, think upon) Paul’s words. As he did so, God would 

increase his understanding. Why? Because the focus of Paul’s teachings was on Jesus, the only one 
to ever rise from the dead, destined to rule as the heir of King David. This was the crux of the gospel. 
Jesus’ rule, therefore, came not only from His God-given power but also from His God-given right to 
rule as a descendant of Israel’s greatest king.  
 
V9 – This gospel, powerful and controversial, was the cause of Paul’s suffering and shame. However, 
while an individual man could be imprisoned, the gospel could never be restrained.  
 
V10 – Paul’s suffering, however, was not merely for an idea or an abstract cause. Instead it was for 
the people chosen by God for salvation. His pain would result in their justification, sanctification and 
glorification.  
 
VV 11-13 – The future was sure for Timothy and it is sure for Christians today.  
 

1. Though believers would die at the hands of the enemies of Christ, they would rise again. 
2. Though followers of Jesus would have to endure terrible persecution, they would reign with 

Him. 
3. If Christians denied Jesus before those people around them, He would deny them before the 

judgment seat of God. This does not mean that anyone who ever denied Christ would be 
denied, because if that were the case, which of us could be saved? Rather it means that if 
anyone ultimately and irrevocably denies the Lord, He will deny him.  

4. Though people are unreliable and faithless to God, the Lord would be faithful to them because 
faithfulness is key to His character. 

 
V14 – Repetition is key to remembrance, and Paul wanted Timothy to remind his congregation 
repeatedly to avoid words without profit, which only undermined the thinking of the hearers. The end 
of such futile thinking was bad conduct and ruin. The Greek word (καταστροφή katastrophē) is a cognate 
to the English catastrophe and is used in the New Testament to describe the overthrow of Sodom and 
Gomorrah (2 Peter 2:6).  
 
V15 – Instead Timothy and his church needed to study God’s word diligently so that they fully 
understood what it taught. Paul supported himself in his ministry by making and selling tents. In that 
industry, as in carpentry and masonry, measuring and cutting must be exact. The adage “measure 
twice and cut once” communicates the critical nature of this task. Bridges and buildings would fall and 
tents would fail if the measuring and cutting were not done to near perfection. 
 
The term “rightly dividing” (ὀρθοτομέω orthotomeō) refers to “cutting straight” and captures this idea. In 
order to live the Christian life and succeed in Christian ministry, believers must exercise the same 
care with the Word that a master craftsman does with his tools.  
 
V16 – Wrong thoughts and words led only to wrong actions. The more a person does evil, the more 
he or she becomes evil. The more a person does good, the more he or she becomes good.  
 
VV 17-18 – Hymenaeus (1 Timothy 1:20) and Philetus were prominent false teachers, as was 
Alexander. 
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In arguing that the resurrection had already happened, they were implying a spiritual but not a 
physical (bodily) resurrection. This teaching violated the word of Christ and negated the power of His 
resurrection. Those who believed it found their faith subverted (ἀνατρέπω anatrepō – undermined, 

overturned, destroyed). This is the same word used when Jesus overturned the tables of the money 

changers (John 2:15).  
 
False teachings will spread like gangrene (γάγγραινα gaggraina) throughout the church, and ever 
increasing sin will result. As with a human body ravaged by infection and burdened with dead tissue, 
the local church that does not stop it will eventually die. False teachings and their consequences are 
stopped in the church similarly to how they are stopped in medicine: 
 

1. As clean water flushes away the infection and antibiotics kill the pathogens, so the water of the 
Spirit flushes away false teachings and the antisepsis of the Word of Truth kills the lies. 

2. If the gangrene is advanced, surgery is required to amputate the affected area. If the false 
teacher refuses to repent and be cleansed, he must be cut out of the church.   

 
V19 – Despite such false teaching, God is the builder of the Church and its foundation is steady. The 
Lord’s work is not built on the whims of man but on the power of His will. He knows the people He has 
chosen and has sealed them, safe for eternity in His kingdom.  These people, given this amazing and 
unmerited gift of God’s favor, should never do evil. 
 
VV 20-21 - Continuing with his “church as house” metaphor, Paul reassured Timothy that just as 
houses contain valuable and cheap objects, any given local church will have some genuine believers 
and some false ones. Glass vases and golden candlesticks sat side by side with dirty pans and 
chamber pots in a wealthy Roman house, just like the redeemed and the rebellious sat side by side in 
church.  
 
A man who wished to be fully used of God must completely purge false teachings from his life. The 
Greek suggests “cleaning thoroughly”. Once the false teachings are removed, the lifestyle must 
follow.  
 
V22 – Many temptations are to be resisted, but fleshly lusts are to be fled (φεύγω pheugō – run for your 

life, cf. Matthew 2:13). It is far better to avoid such temptations altogether than to try to fight them, 

because such desires are rooted in real human needs and pleasures. Sex is a pleasure given by God 
for the enjoyment of man. It is also required for the continuance of the human race. As such it is a 
very good thing, but only when kept within its God-given restraints.  
 
In addition to fleeing what is bad, believers are to pursue (διώκω diōkō – chase and catch) what is good, 
such as righteousness, faith, love and peace. We do not do this alone but with others who seek the 
Lord with a pure heart.  
 
V23 – As noted before, foolish thoughts lead to foolish acts.  
 
V24 – The pastor, and all servants of God, were to keep the peace whenever possible. They would 
not strive for money or position, but wait patiently for the work of the Lord.  
 
VV 25-26 – Though false teachers would oppose godly ministers with anger and force, those 
ministers were to gently correct the false teachers. Such a gentle spirit tends to disarm the angry, 
sinful mind and may even win a brother snared in lies back to the faith.  
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2 Timothy 3 
 
V1 – Like a concerned father, Paul now told his beloved son what to expect in the current times and 
in the time to come. The first coming of Jesus Christ signified the pivotal point in history, and 
therefore anything that happened after His coming was “the last days”. 
 
Some people read Paul’s letters as proving that he expected Jesus to return in the next few years. 
They then imply that since Jesus did not return when the Apostle Paul expected, Paul was wrong and 
therefore Jesus will never return. This logic is tortured at best. Paul did not know when the end of the 
world would be and never said or even implied that he did. In this passage the mentor was simply 
teaching his student that in the last days, the era starting with the coming of the Spirit and ending with 
the Final Judgment, times would be hard.  
 
VV 2-4 – Mankind had been wicked since the Fall. In the times of Noah his thoughts had been on evil 
continually (Genesis 6:5). Given the depravity of people in the past, it is difficult to support the 
contention that we have grown worse across the millennia. The apostle reminded Timothy of how 
men were, just as Jesus did (Mark 7:21-22). 
 

Characteristic Meaning  Other Examples 

Self-loving (φίλαυτος philautos) Selfish, focused too much on one’s 
own interest 

 

Covetous (φιλάργυρος philargyros) Loving money, greedy Luke 16:14 

Boasters (ἀλαζών alazōn) Empty pretender, braggart Romans 1:30 

Proud (ὑπερήφανος hyperēphanos) With an overweening estimate of one's 
means or merits, despising others or 
treating them with contempt, haughty 

Luke 1:51, Romans 1:30 
James 4:6, 1 Peter 5:5 

Blasphemers 
(βλάσφημος blasphēmos) 

Abusive, railing, speaking evil, 
slanderous 

Acts 6:11, 13, 1 Timothy 
1:13, 2 Peter 2:11 

Disobedient (ἀπειθής apeithēs) Not compliant, obstinate, unyielding, 
contumacious  

Luke 1:17, Acts 26:19, 
Romans 1:30, Titus 1:16 

Unthankful (ἀχάριστος acharistos) Ungracious Luke 6:35 

Unholy (ἀνόσιος anosios) Impious, wicked 1 Timothy 1:9 

Without affection 
(ἄστοργος astorgos) 

Unsociable, inhuman, lacking love for 
what is naturally worthy of love 

Romans 1:31 

Trucebreakers 
(ἄσπονδος aspondos) 

Refusing to make peace, implacable Romans 1:31 

False accusers (διάβολος diabolos) Slanderer, calumniator References to the “devil”, 
1 Timothy 3:11, Titus 2:3 

Incontinent (ἀκρατής akratēs) Without self control, intemperate  

Fierce (ἀνήμερος anēmeros) Savage  

Despisers of good people 
(ἀφιλάγαθος aphilagathos) 

Opposed to goodness  

Traitors (προδότης prodotēs) Betrayer Luke 6:16, Acts 7:52 

Heady (προπετής propetēs) Fall forward, headlong, rash, reckless Acts 19:36 

Highminded (τυφόω typhoō) To raise smoke or wrap in mist, make 
proud, puff up, blinded with conceit, 
rendered stupid by pride 

1 Timothy 3:6, 6:4 

Lovers of pleasures more than 
God (φιλήδονος philēdonos) 
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V5 – In the last days, people would behave in such a way that looked like godliness, but had no 
power to truly change lives. The Gospel of Jesus Christ as revealed by the Holy Spirit through the 
Word of God will transform people into the likeness of Christ. Every testimony from a genuine 
Christian is a description of this power. Amply illustrated in the life of the former slave trader John 
Newton and in the lives of murderers, rapists, and tyrants throughout history, the Gospel has power 
like no other on earth.  Napoleon Bonaparte, exiled and near the end of his life on St. Helena, 
understood this like few others:  
 

The Divinity of Christ Attested by Himself and His Disciples (Cardinal James Gibbons, Our Christian Heritage) 

The first Napoleon was not a theologian; but he was a great man, and a profound observer, whose vast 

experience had enabled him to judge what forces were necessary to produce a lasting effect on mankind. When 

chained to the rock of St. Helena, he had ample leisure to measure the greatness of men and to estimate them 

according to their true value. 

One day in a conversation with Montholon, he put this question to him: “Who was Jesus Christ?” Montholon 

having declined to answer, Napoleon proceeded: 

“I will tell you. Alexander, Caesar, Charlemagne, and myself have founded great empires. But our empires were 

founded on force. Jesus alone founded His empire on love, and to this day millions would die for Him. I think I 

understand something of human nature, and I tell you, all these were men, and I am a man. Jesus Christ was 

more than man.” 

“I have inspired multitudes with a devotion so enthusiastic that they would have died for me. But to do this it 

was necessary that I should be visibly present with the electric influence of my looks, my words, my voice. 

Who cares for me now removed as I am from the active scenes of life, and from the presence of men? Who 

would now die for me?” 

“Christ alone across the chasm of eighteen centuries makes a demand which is beyond all others difficult to 

satisfy. He asks more than a father can demand of his child, or a bride of her spouse, or a man of his brother. He 

asks for the human heart. He will have it entirely to Himself. He demands it unconditionally, and forthwith His 

demand is granted.” 

“Wonderful! In defiance of time and space, the soul of man with all its powers and faculties becomes an 

annexation to the empire of Christ. This phenomenon is unaccountable; it is altogether beyond the scope of 

man’s creative powers.” 

“Time, the great destroyer, is powerless to extinguish this sacred flame. This is what strikes me most. This is 

what proves to me quite convincingly that Jesus Christ is God.” 

In modern America it is common and even popular to be considered “spiritual”. People living totally 
selfish lives hold to a form of godliness. This form often looks good from the outside, moral and even 
virtuous, but it has no power to change the heart of men. Sometimes people calling themselves 
Christians are in reality bereft of the power of God and of His Spirit.  
 
V6 – Teachers with false godliness look good to those who are bewildered and weighed down by sin. 
Driven by their own selfish desires, weak in virtue and in their knowledge of the truth, these people 
willing follow these false teachers and are captivated by them in mind and heart.  
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Ultimately they find themselves controlled by such teachers, no longer free to do as they wish, and do 
the bidding of those who deceived them. Paul highlighted women but the same thing can happen to 
either sex. 
 
The imagery is of a man sneaking into a house, seizing a woman, as if taking a captive in war, and 
leading her wherever he wanted her to go. In ancient warfare, the victor typically enslaved captured 
women, using them for sex, for household service, or for whatever else he desired.  Such women 
were rarely, if ever, set free. Their lives belonged to another.  
 
V7 – These teachers, and the foolish people who follow them, debate points and study continuously. 
Nonetheless their learning is fruitless. Since they have rejected the truth and continue to reject it, their 
study consists of adopting a parade of lies, each a little different than the one before it. In the end, the 
moments of their lives are spent in bewilderment and futility. 
 
The writer of Ecclesiastes warns that there is no end to the writing of books (Ecclesiastes 12:12). If 
that was true in 1,000 BC it is exponentially true in the modern day. Mankind’s knowledge of the 
natural world, and how to use it for his safety and pleasure, has increased dramatically. The lives of 
most people on the globe are longer and physically easier than at any time in history.  
 
Morally, ethically and philosophically, however, our lives are an endless treadmill of discovering 
things that seem new but are really old. In these realms, there is really “nothing new under the sun 
(Ecclesiastes 1:9).”  Proverbs 1:17 states that the fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge. If 
our reading and learning do not begin and end with love for God, they are foolishness. Unless our 
study is centered on Christ, it does not lead to salvation, which is the ultimate knowledge of the truth. 
 
V8 – Jannes and Jambres are not mentioned elsewhere in the Bible, but various Jewish traditions 
hold that they were sorcerers, or sorceresses, of Pharaoh (Exodus 7:11). One rabbinic teaching 
taught that they feigned allegiance to the Hebrew cause, instigated worship of the golden calf at 
Mount Sinai and were destroyed in the judgment that followed (Exodus 32).  
 
Just like these false teachers of old, those opposing Timothy had corrupt minds 
(καταφθείρω kataphtheirō), incapable of clear thought on moral issues. As a result, they opposed 
Christianity. This corruption would ultimately destroy them (2 Peter 2:12).  
 
V9 – False teachers only prosper for a while, because eventually their sin and false teachings will find 
them out. Simon Bar Kokhba fashioned himself as the messiah and led a Jewish rebellion against 
Rome in 132-135 AD, but was utterly beaten and now is considered the “Son of Deception” by Jews. 
Hitler, Stalin and Mao appeared as saviors for their people, but became tyrants and destroyers. Jim 
Jones appeared to be a great prophet and was followed by 1000s in the 1960s and 1970s, but 
destroyed himself and 909 others in 1978.  In every case God allowed these false teachers to prosper 
for a while but eventually held them, and those who followed them, responsible. He does not allow sin 
to go on forever. Now they are all known as the charlatans they were.   
 
V10 – By contrast Timothy had the true word of God as spoken through Paul. As a result he was fully 
equipped to show good fruits, including a godly life with great purpose. 
 
V11 – Pretenders would be threatened by Timothy’s life and ministry and would afflict him as they did 
his teacher Paul, but the Lord would deliver him, whether in this life or in the next. Paul had suffered 
the same thing. 
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V12 – In case Timothy didn’t understand, Paul laid this truth out clearly: if you live as Christ did, you 
will be persecuted as He was.  
 
V13 – Human nature does not change – it has been evil since the Garden of Eden, and will continue 
to be so until the end of time. Technology has changed, however, and that has allowed wickedness to 
be amplified to more men. As heinous as the work of Sennacherib, Alexander, and Tamerlane was, in 
terms of total deaths, it could not compare to Nazi concentration camps or Soviet gulags. Modern 
technology and bureaucracy may allow for more peaceful and stable lives but they also allow for far 
greater evil than earlier eras could even imagine.   
 
Man’s burgeoning ability to control the physical universe has also given him more ability to control the 
minds of others. God has given us two means to learn about Him; the Creation and the Scriptures. As 
we move farther and farther from the grounding realities of nature and take less and less time to 
study His Word, we become more deluded in our thinking. Therefore false teachers will become more 
effective in deceiving others, and in deceiving themselves. 
 
VV 14-15 – The only way to respond in the hard times that were to come was to focus on the truths 
he knew, those received from his mentor Paul and his mother and grandmother at home.    
 
V16 – Scripture is valuable as individual verses, but the whole is far greater than the sum of its parts. 
Every part of it is inspired by God and every part of it will bring forth God’s desired purpose in the 
lives of the reader. Those who have the Spirit will be transformed into the image of Christ, and those 
who do not will grow increasingly uncomfortable. At Paul’s writing the word “Scripture” referred to the 
Old Testament and probably the then-extant letters in the New Testament. It was profitable for four 
things: 
 

1. Doctrine – teaching the truth about the universe and its Creator. 
2. Reproof – pointing out the falsehoods in teaching 
3. Correction – bringing fellow believers back into the fold of God. 
4. Instruction – taking truth and making it meaning to others 

 
V17 – The ultimate end is that the man of God will be united in purpose with Him and prepared to do 
it.  
 
2 Timothy 4 
 
V1 – This is the final section of the final letter that Paul wrote to his spiritual son, Timothy. As such he 
began with a solemn charge.  This charge, done before the all seeing eyes of the Judge of the 
Universe, had the power of the Lord behind it. Paul did not intend for it to be taken lightly.  
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V2 – God had called Timothy to be a preacher, and Paul’s charge included the command for him to 
preach.  Whether the opportunity arises (εὐκαίρως eukairōs) or not (ἀκαίρως akairōs), whether it is well 
received by the hearers or not, and whether it results in accolades or censure, he was to preach. His 
preaching was to do the following:  
 

Characteristic Meaning  Other Examples 

Reprove 
(ἐλέγχω elegchō) 

Convict of sin, expose wrongdoing, call to 
account, demand explanations, chasten, punish 

Matthew 18:15, Luke 3:19, 
Ephesians 5:11 

Rebuke 
(ἐπιτιμάω epitimaō)  

 Tax with fault, award a deserved penalty Matthew 8:26, 16:22, 
19:13, Mark 4:39 

Exhort 
(παρακαλέω parakaleō) 

Encourage, comfort, beseech, strengthen, teach Matthew 5:4, Mark 5:17-18, 
Luke 16:25, Hebrew 10:25  

 
In Western culture it is easy to underestimate the power of words. The nursery rhyme “sticks and 
stones can break my bones but words can never hurt me” might help children cope with ridicule but 
are only true in the most physical sense. Words hurt, and such hurts are often longer lasting than a 
mere bruise or scrape. Words can influence, but not determine, a person’s thoughts. Therefore they 
can influence, but not determine, that person’s words and even actions. No one has perfect power 
over another, but we all have influence with each other.  
 
Paul reminded Timothy of the incredible power that he had as a preacher, and of what he was to do 
with that power. Preaching could be a carrot, encouraging godliness and enticing people to do right, 
or a stick, exposing sin and inflicting punishment. Paul understood that speaking the word of God 
while guided by the Spirit of God was not merely encouraging strength but providing strength; it was 
not merely proclaiming punishment but was actually punishing. Despite and sometimes even because 
of the persecutions, Paul and Timothy’s words would outlast the persecutor, the Roman Empire. 
 
Because words are so powerful, Paul admonished Timothy to speak with great patience for his 
hearers, trying to instruct them in the ways of truth. The power of preaching must be balanced by the 
love of Christ.  
 
VV 3-4 – As Paul Simon wrote in his folk ballad The Boxer in 1968, “a man hears what he wants to 
hear and disregards the rest.” What was true in 1968 was true in 60 AD and was true 4000 years 
before that. This tendency to hear only what each individual wants waxes and wanes over the ages 
and with the topic. Paul the Apostle taught Timothy that there were times in history when people are 
more receptive to the gospel truth and other times when they are less receptive. Even self proclaimed 
Christians vary in their desire to hear the truth of God.  
 
Today we discover a sad lack of sound Christian doctrine in our churches. For every believer who can 
give a reasoned discussion about the Calvinism and Arminianism debates there are 100 who have no 
idea what they are. For every Christian who seeks to understand what the Bible has to say about 
hard issues of the day there are 25 who say “I don’t care about doctrine…I just love Jesus.” As faithful 
as that sentiment may seem, it is neither Biblical nor healthy.  
 
V5 – In contrast to those, Christian or not, who refused to listen to sound doctrine, Timothy was to be 
clear headed, calm and collected. His work was to be an evangelist, introducing people to Christ. 
 
V6 – Paul was on house arrest in Rome when he wrote this. 
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 It is possible that he was executed by Nero at the end of this imprisonment, but more likely 
(according to church tradition) that he was temporarily released, ministered in the Balkans, and was 
rearrested. Shortly thereafter Paul was beheaded.  
 
VV 7-8 - An old man at this writing, Paul summed up his life with confidence. He had stayed faithful to 
the Lord. As a result of his faithfulness he had a heavenly reward waiting for him.  
 
V9 – Paul was a great Christian but he was also a man, having the same needs, and feeling the 
same loneliness and other emotions, common to all of us. Timothy was not only his son in the faith 
but was his closest friend. 
 
V10 – Demas was a close associate earlier in Paul’s ministry. Since it is likely that Colossians was 
written in 60-62 and probably at the beginning of Paul’s imprisonment, he was in Rome at that time 
(Colossians 4:14). However Demas’ ardor cooled and he abandoned the ministry, leaving Paul in 
prison and moving to Thessalonica on the Aegean Coast. Crescens stayed faithful to Christ but went 
to pursue ministry in Galatia (western Asia Minor) and Titus went to Dalmatia (around the Adriatic 
Sea). 
 
V11 – Luke, the Gentile physician, stayed with Paul. As sad as the loss of Demas would have been to 
Paul, the rehabilitation of Mark would have been joyful. Rejected by the apostle at the beginning of 
the second missionary journey (cf. Acts 12:25, 13:13, 15:37-41), Mark had matured into a productive 
servant of God.    
 
V12 – Tychicus was a messenger for Paul, taking letters to Ephesus (Ephesians 6:21), Colossae 
(Colossians 4:7-8), and maybe to Titus (Titus 3:12). 
 
V13 – It was getting late in the year and the mercury was dropping in Rome, so Paul asked for his 
cold weather clothing. Carpus was another Christian who is otherwise unknown. The books were 
probably Old Testament scriptures.  
 
VV 14-15 - Alexander may have been a metal smith like Demetrius (Acts 19:24-28) and may have 
been involved in the same riot in Ephesus. Nonetheless, Paul left vengeance in the hands of God. He 
did not seek revenge for himself.  Since Alexander was in the same city as Timothy, the mentor 
warned his student to beware of him.  
 
VV 16-17 – It is not clear if this defense was after the riot in Ephesus alluded to in VV 14-15 or if this 
was a more recent defense. Regardless, Paul’s colleagues deserted him. What a common theme 
among men of God!  Jesus was abandoned in the Garden of Gethsemane, Paul was abandoned in 
Rome, and Martin Luther was abandoned in Worms.   
 
However, the Lord never deserted His people. Using the strength of God, Paul boldly proclaimed the 
gospel before the Gentile authorities. As a result, as God had saved Daniel from the mouths of the 
lions, so He saved Paul from the wrath of the authorities.  
 
V18 – Paul voiced his confidence the God would continue to save him from evil and would bring him 
home to his perfect reward in due time. 
 
V19 – Prisca and Aquilla were tent makers and friends of Paul. Onesiphorus was another friend 
whose family had supported him. 
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V20 – Erastus and Trophimus were other believers. 
 
V21 – Winter was approaching. Paul provided greetings from others from the church in Rome who 
were ministering to him.  
 
V22 – In his final word to his young student, Paul promised that the Lord would remain with Timothy 
and His grace would be upon him.  
 
 


