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Mark 

 
Background 
 
Mark is the shortest and probably the first of the four gospels. It was written by John Mark, student of Peter 
and cousin of Barnabas (Colossians 4:10). His story is one of failure in Paul’s First Missionary journey 
when he abandoned Paul and his cousin in Asia Minor (Acts 15:36-39), and success later in his Christian 
service (2 Timothy 4:11). The tone of the gospel is fast, with economy of words and rapidity of action.    
 
Mark 1  
 
V1 – Mark wastes no time in getting to his point. Jesus is the Son of God, the Messiah (Christ), and he is 
about to tell the story from beginning to end. Jesus was a common name among Jews at the time, the 
Hellenized form of Joshua in Hebrew and Yeshua in Aramaic.  It means “YHWH is salvation”. Note also 
that as Joshua led Israel into the Promised Land, so Jesus will lead His people to their God-given home.   
 
It is also telling that none of the evangelists give a physical description of Jesus. Nor do they specifically 
state that He was unmarried, a very unusual circumstance for a 30 year old Jewish man in first century 
Palestine.   
 
VV 2-3 – Mark quickly and without explanation moved from Jesus to His forerunner. Since he was a Jew, 
he anchored his account into the prophecy of the esteemed Jewish prophet Isaiah, foretelling the 
forerunner of the Messiah.   
 
V4 – Mark introduces John the Baptist in the full strength of adulthood, alludes to his rough background 
and summarizes his simple and powerful message…repent and be baptized for the forgiveness of sins.  
This is a very similar message to that of Elijah, John’s model, but John’s message is more urgent.  “The 
Kingdom of God is here…right now!” 
 
VV 5-6 – No one knows where on the Jordan river John worked, but there is a good chance that his 
ministry was near Jericho, about 17 miles east of Jerusalem. Assuming 2-3 miles per hour, a day’s walking 
journey is about 20 miles. He could not have been much farther away or else few people of Jerusalem 
would have been able to come to see him.   
 
Not only did they hearing him preach, but many believed his simple message and accepted a baptism of 
righteousness.   
 
John was sent by God in the fashion of the Old Testament desert prophets. Elijah undoubtedly ate and 
wore the same thing.   
 
VV 7-8 – Here we see the introduction of Jesus. John was a faithful man, but willing gave away his 
popularity and even his disciples to direct them to Christ. 
 
V9 – Unlike the other evangelists, Mark omits the account of John protesting that he should not baptize 
Jesus, but should be baptized by Him. As is common in Mark’s style, he simply states the fact. 
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VV 10-12 – The parallels with Genesis 1 are striking. Father and Holy Spirit are mentioned creating the 
universe in verses 1-2, and Colossians 1:16 explaining the involvement of the Son. In this passage, we 
again see the Father and the Spirit working with the Son to form a new order; a new creation.   
 
V13 – Jesus was tempted in the wilderness for 40 days just as Israel, spoken of as God’s “son” in the Old 
Testament, was tempted in the wilderness for 40 years. God provided food and water to Him just as He did 
to them (Exodus 16 and 17).    
 
VV 14-15 – Jesus’ primary preaching ministry came after John had completed his, preparing the way for 
his Master. Jesus’ message was very similar, but deeper. An Old Testament scholar would understand that 
the coming of the Messiah was to initiate an earthly kingdom of God, but Jesus’ message, as His followers 
would learn over the next three years, was that God would reign in the hearts of His people first, and the 
earthly kingdom would come at the Second Coming.  
 
VV 16-20 – Jesus met Simon and Andrew earlier in His ministry (John 1:29-51), while John the Baptist was 
still active in his ministry before being imprisoned by Herod. Now in Galilee, He called them to forsake their 
previous lives and follow Him. They were not poor, as the Sea of Galilee was and is a rich fishing ground 
and fishing was a profitable trade, but they were not wealthy either.   
 
Jesus’ use of the metaphor, “fishers of men” is clever. Throughout His ministry He used images such as 
fisherman, reaper, shepherd, farmer, builder, steward and servant to communicate His message.  They 
were targeted to the common people of the day, because unlike people who strive for power and focus 
their attention on the rich and famous, Jesus needed nothing, but brought a message of salvation.       
 
VV 21-22 – As an observant Jew, Jesus went to the synagogue on the Sabbath. Adult men could teach 
and they generally read from the Scripture and gave a short explanation, often citing famous Rabbis of the 
day and earlier to support their point. Jesus used nothing but His own interpretation of the Word of God, 
and the people were shocked. 
 
V23 – In 21st century Western culture, it can be difficult to understand “unclean spirit”. Mark’s meaning is 
surely a demonic spirit sent to torment the man in the synagogue. Birthed in naturalism, we often refuse to 
believe in demons, in angels, or in the spirit world at all. Nonetheless, they exist, and they hinder, or help, 
mankind in every way they can. How do demons afflict man today? Some would say they use psychiatric 
illness, others would say all illness, still others would cite adverse circumstances in one’s life. Great 
mischief occurs in each of our lives through no fault of our own, and much mischief also arises from our 
own sinful nature and foolish choices.   
 
Ferreting out what evil comes from ourselves, what comes from demons, what comes from others, what 
comes from natural causes, and what comes from a combination of factors is only partially possible. 
Misfortune arising from natural causes can be mitigated with science and we are all beneficiaries of the 
great advances that make our lives better. Misfortune coming from others can be constrained with rules 
governing our activities and our legal and justice systems, and we in the West owe much to our forebears 
in this area as well. 
 
Suffice it to say that Jesus, with His perfect knowledge of spiritual forces, humans, and nature knew 
precisely what intervention this man needed and provided it. He freed those who were oppressed by 
demons, He healed those who had natural diseases, He chastised those who were hurting others, and He 
spoke against religious leaders who devised systems which oppressed the people.   
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VV 24-26 – Jesus refused forced testimony from evil spirits about Himself, and He used His power to 
enforce it. Unlike people in the Bible accounts, who routinely disobeyed Jesus’ command to stay quiet, 
demons never did. 
 
VV 27-28 – No one knows how long the Jews of Capernaum tolerated this demon oppressed man in their 
synagogue, but they recognized the power of God and spread the word. 
 
VV 29-31 – Jesus and His followers went home for the afternoon. Seeing a need, He met it in a way that 
only he could. Peter’s mother in law responded in the best way that she could, with service.   
 
Peter and other disciples were clearly married and took their wives with them on their missions (1 
Corinthians 9:5). This calls into question church prohibitions on ministers being married.     
 
VV 32-34 – The people of Capernaum responded to Jesus’ power by bringing their need to His plenty. We 
do the same. There is nothing wrong with that, as long as we follow Him, not for what we expect Him to do 
for us, but because of who He is.    
 
V35 – We don’t know how far into the night Jesus worked, but He clearly put the needs of the people 
before His own. Healing may have been tiring for Jesus (Mark 5:30). Undoubtedly He made time for sleep 
and rest (Genesis 2:2-3). Nonetheless, He arose early in the morning to seek the Father in prayer. These 
times of sweet communion fortified Him for the struggles of the day.   
 
VV 36-37 – Like humans in every age, Peter and the disciples were consumed by the urgency of the 
moment and the demands of others.   
 
VV 38-39 – Jesus, however, stuck to His mission, regardless of the external pressure to change His plans. 
The pressing needs of the crowd and the stress of His disciples, no matter how worthy, could not distract 
Jesus from the Father’s will. Note also that preaching was of first importance. 

 
V40 – We cannot know if this man was afflicted with modern day leprosy or with another of several 
debilitating skin diseases. The Old Testament is clear, however, that lepers were not supposed to 
approach other for fear of transmitting the disease. For him to do so was a display of great faith.   
 
VV 41-42 – Jesus was always compassionate. Even through His harsh words noted in the Gospels He still 
had great care for those He addressed. 
 
VV 43-45 – God knows that we will never be satisfied with anything less than Himself. He provides 
wonderful gifts, but only one that matters is to know Him. Jesus didn’t want people coming to Him simply to 
be healed, hence the restriction. It was not followed, and trouble resulted. It may seem that this leper did 
the right thing, but he did not. He should have obeyed. 
 
Mark 2 
 
V1 – After a Galilee preaching tour, He returned to Capernaum. For most of His ministry, Jesus ministry 
“headquarters” seems to have been here.  It was an ideal location, on the shores of the Sea of Galilee and 
close to some of the most important highways in ancient Palestine. Jesus never fled the world. Rather, He 
engaged it and changed it. The house may have belonged to Peter, Peter’s mother in law or to some other 
friends. Jesus probably stayed here for long periods, and He spent His entire ministry sleeping under 
someone else’s roof. There is no evidence that He ever owned property. 
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V2 – Rather than coming strictly for healing as did the people in Mark 1:32-34, this group came for His 
preaching. His strategy of withdrawing and preaching in other areas (Mark 1:35-39) had the desired effect 
when He returned. We see the same thing in modern politics. Buzz quickly dissipates when the celebrity 
leaves the area.   
 
VV 3-4 – The fact that the sick man is described as a paralytic who was lying on a mat indicates that he 
was likely a quadriplegic. Neurological catastrophes such as quadriplegia, probably traumatic, cannot even 
be healed thus far in the 21st century.   
 
Homes in ancient Palestine were typically one room, with an outside staircase to access the roof.  They 
often had flat roofs made of woven branches and clay, supported by wooden cross beams.  Another layer 
of clay, or perhaps clay tiles, on top would make the roof waterproof and smooth for sitting on during the 
cool evening.   
 
These men showed their great love for their friend and great faith in the Lord by overcoming obstacles to 
get him to Jesus. They were likely not rich and they undoubtedly knew that their action would make others 
angry and that they would have to pay for roof or repair it themselves.   
 
VV 5-7 – In Jewish thought, only God could forgive sins. Even the Messiah, the anointed one long awaited 
by the Hebrews, could not forgive. The idea of divine incarnation was not unknown to Israelite history, but 
the idea that Jesus could be God was unthinkable.   
 
The issue of forgiveness of sins in this instance was complicated by the fact that many Jews at the time 
believed that disease and injury were directly caused by a person’s sins. Thus there are many potential 
reasons why Jesus addressed the sin before the healing. 
 

1. If the sick man believed that his condition was his own fault, he may not have been able to believe 
that he could be healed. This may have impacted his response to Jesus’ healing. By forgiving his 
sins, Jesus was eliminating that obstacle. 

2. The scribes certainly questioned Jesus’ authority to forgive sins, but the man, his four friends, the 
audience, and even some of His disciples, may have questioned it as well. By forgiving and then 
healing, Jesus proved His ability to do both. 

3. Jesus always taught that a man’s spiritual condition is more important than his physical one 
(Matthew 10:28). In forgiving first, He demonstrated right priorities.   

4. In the excitement of a spectacular healing, the forgiveness would have been ignored and probably 
forgotten by the people. Jesus’ cannily arranged the controversy of His message first.  His message 
always took priority over His wonders. 

 
VV 8-12 – With profound discernment, Jesus confronted the scribes in the room. He then performed the 
miracle to back up His teaching. This is the theme for all miraculous works in Scripture…they are only 
intended to support the message of the preacher. The overall purpose was the display the glory of God. 
 
The paralytic had a role to play in this drama as well. He probably felt a surge of power through his body, 
letting him know that something had changed. Perhaps he moved his hands and feet for the first time in 
years, then his ankles and knees, and then finally sat up. With every movement, the tension would build in 
him and in the onlookers. Finally, he got up. Even more amazingly, he had the strength to lift his heavy 
wooden palate and go home. After years unable to move, he probably had pressure ulcers, severe muscle 
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deterioration, and thin bones. Jesus did not just heal the nerves, he healed and restored everything. No six 
months of physical therapy for him, he was healed! 
 
VV 13-14 – Jesus again took time away to commune with the Father and to prepare for the selection of the 
next disciple, Levi. As a tax collector, Levi, more commonly known as Matthew, would not have responded 
to “fisher of men.” Jesus targeted His lessons to the listeners. 
 
VV 15-16 – Tax gatherers and sinners shunned by the religious elite, and they certainly would not have 
been welcome as disciples of the average 1st century Jewish rabbi. Jesus reached out to these people, 
scandalizing the religious establishment. There were two types of tax gatherers. 
 

1. Gabbai – collected taxes on land, property and income 
2. Mokhes – collected other taxes, including fees and tolls. High ranking men in this group hired others 

to do their dirty work, but lower ones, like Matthew, assessed and collected their own. 
 
Jews would often buy these “tax franchises” from the Romans, and then get rich off their own people. In 
these verses, Jesus was walking along the major road from Damascus through Capernaum to the 
Mediterranean, teaching His followers. Matthew was sitting at his toll booth on the road, collecting from 
passersby. When Jesus’ question came, he had a hard choice to make. Fishermen could easily return to 
their trade after a short stint with a rabbi, but tax collectors could not. Positions were limited and in extreme 
demand since they were such a quick path to riches. If Levi forsook his franchise, for which he had paid 
dearly, he could never go back.   
 
“Sinners” referred not only to people who had done bad things, but to people without regard for the Lord 
and His commands. The party may have been Matthew’s farewell party from the trade.   
 
V17 – At this time, Jesus did not attack the false righteousness of the scribes, but answered reasonably 
that He came to help those who needed it. Later in His ministry, as attitudes of many in the San Hedrin and 
other parts of the religious establishment hardened against Him, He spoke more harshly. He knew that 
they had, unfortunately, refused His offer of salvation and that He needed to speak the truth for the benefit 
of those who might still believe. 
 
VV 18-20 – Traveling rabbis were common in Palestine at the time. They would gather adherents to them 
by their teachings and would observe certain expected customs, such as fasting. Fasting twice per week, 
usually Mondays and Thursdays, was a common expression of Orthodox Judaism at the time, especially 
among the Pharisees (Luke 18:12). It was an expression of mourning and spiritual need. The Pharisees 
were not yet firmly opposed to Jesus but were puzzled by His refusal to such commonly accepted things. 
Jesus used an ordinary circumstance, a wedding, to explain why His disciples broke with this custom. His 
disciples would fast at the proper time. The Old Testament prescribes only one fast, as part of humbling 
yourself on the Day of Atonement (Leviticus 16:29, 31). 
 
VV 21-22 – Clothing was usually wool or linen, which shrink significantly with washing. Wine was contained 
in goatskins, which stretched as the wine continued producing gas during the fermentation process.   
 
Jesus was not just another rabbi and He was not promoting another interpretation of the same old thing. 
Rather, His coming inaugurated something totally new, and He tried to communicate this to His listeners, 
both the Pharisees and others, with more common illustrations. Clothing was expensive so the poor 
repaired their own clothes and even the rich had garments repaired. People in all social classes drank 
wine.  Everyone would have understood these earthy illustrations.   
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VV 23-28 – Major cities and areas in Palestine were joined by roads, and subsidiary paths connected other 
areas, much like freeways and side roads work today. Grain fields lined these subsidiary paths.   It was 
legal to pick heads of grain from these fields (Deuteronomy 23:24-25) and eat them if you were hungry, but 
not to harvest any for storage. Rubbing the heads of grain to separate it from the chaff was considered 
threshing and disallowed on the Sabbath.   
 
Some of Jesus’ practices, such as His disciples’ not fasting, were different but not enough to generate 
opposition. His attitude towards and practices on the Sabbath, however, were scandalous in the minds of 
the religious leaders at the time. The Pharisees were not likely to condemn Him for lack of fasting, but they 
certainly would for what they saw as violating the Holy Day, the Sabbath.   
 
There is a problem with verse 26. Ahimelech, not Abiathar, was high priest when David took the 
showbread (1 Samuel 21:1). The relationship of these men is problematic, because while 1 Samuel 22:20-
21 calls Abiathar the son of Ahimelech, 2 Samuel 8:17 reverses their relationship. These can be reconciled 
but only with difficulty. The bottom line is that we simply do not know.   
 
Mark 3 
 
VV 1-2 – On a later Sabbath, a man with a “withered hand” (ξηραίνω xērainō – dry, wasted away) enters 
the synagogue.  This sets up the fifth conflict in Jesus’ ministry between Him and the religious leaders, and 
marks their final rejection of Him. 
 

1. Jesus assumed authority to forgive sins in the incident with the paralytic (Mk 2:5) 
2. Jesus ate with undesirables (Mk 2:15-16)  
3. The disciples did not follow common customs (Mk 2:18) 
4. Jesus violated the Sabbath (Mk 2:23) 

 
In a land and at a time when almost everyone worked with their hands, this man was severely disabled. A 
non-functional hand was worse than useless, able to cause pain, get injured and be in the way but not 
serve its owner. No useful prostheses were available. He was probably destitute. 
 
Unlike ancient Egypt, Greece and Mesopotamia, which had physician-priests, the Israelites saw God as 
the healer and did not mix the functions as much. However, Leviticus 13-14 commands priests to perform 
certain medical tasks, but priests and prophets in the past served in some medical and healing functions (2 
Kings 4:33-35 (Elisha), 20:1-7 (Isaiah)). It was just to expect religious leaders to show compassion to the 
sick. Despite this, the Pharisees seemed to care nothing for his plight. Their main desire was to accuse 
Jesus. 
 
V3 – In telling the man to rise and come forward, Jesus tested his faith in His ability to heal, and his 
courage to act despite the glares of the scribes.    
 
However, Jesus was also provoking the Pharisees.  He could have simply chosen to heal on the second 
through seventh days of the week, telling the man to meet him at a designated time and place on the next 
day.   
 
V4 – Why did Jesus provoke the religious leaders of the day?  Because He wanted them to examine their 
beliefs and priorities.  The Pharisees believed that keeping the Sabbath holy was vitally important, which it 
was. However, obeying the command to do good is even more important. Jesus’ question attacked the 
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very foundation of the religious leaders’ beliefs, but was unanswerable to those who were determined to 
continue in their own way.   
 
V5 – Few things grieve and anger our Lord more than hardness of heart. He grieves because those who 
reject Him will be eternally condemned, and He is angry because others would be led astray and perish 
because of their example. Determined to do good, He healed the man.   
 
V6 – The Pharisees, having fixed their attitudes against Jesus, despite His teachings and miracles, began 
to trying to destroy Him. The Pharisees were generally ardent Jewish nationalists and the Herodians were 
an informal group of Jewish collaborators with the Romans. Normally they despised each other, but they 
united in their hatred of the Lord.   
 
VV 7-8 – Jesus knew that this was neither the right time nor the right place for His final confrontation with 
the religious leaders of His day. His time would come in a little more than a year, at Passover, and the 
place would be Jerusalem. Always keeping His eye on God’s greater purpose, Jesus withdrew from 
Capernaum to other areas around the Sea of Galilee. The Pharisees’ interest waned, but that of the 
crowds did not. Please all over Palestine came to Him.  
 
VV 9-12 – Desperate to be healed, crowds would press in on Him to touch Him. Always struggling to keep 
teaching, not healing, at the center of His ministry, Jesus used boats to keep the masses away from Him 
until the proper time. He used the skills that God the Father had given His followers long before to sustain 
His ministry. The thought is powerful…God gives us all of the skills we have and He will not waste any of 
them as He gets His message to all creation.   
 
Notice Jesus’ continued refusal to allow demons to reveal Him. He will not take glory from evil sources. 
 
V13 – At this point, Jesus had many people, at least many score and perhaps numbering into the 
hundreds, who followed Him.  His final rejection by the religious leaders in verse 6 marks His withdrawal 
from the synagogue and an important turning point in His ministry. After spending a night in prayer (Luke 
6:12) in a secluded area in the hill country of Galilee, He chose His special twelve.     
 
VV 14-15 – Jesus chose twelve to represent the twelve tribes of Israel. Even as Israel was God’s chosen 
nation, so these twelve were the beginning of His new work, the church. The men were selected to do His 
will. 
 

1. To be with Him – to learn from Jesus, love Him and grow to be like Him. 
2. To go out 
3. To preach God’s word 
4. To have authority to cast out demons 

 
Contrary to the opinions of some, every man and woman on earth exist not for own our pleasure and self-
focused pursuits but for service to the Lord of Hosts, the God of the universe. Our mission as Christians is 
not dissimilar from that of the original twelve.   
 
VV 16-19 – The men Jesus chose:   
 

Matthew 10:2-4 Mark 3:16-19 Luke 6:14-16 Acts 1:13 

Simon Peter Simon Peter Simon Peter Peter 

Andrew  James, son of Zebedee Andrew, brother of Peter James 
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James, son of 
Zebedee  

John, brother of James James John 

John Andrew John Andrew 

Philip Philip Philip Philip 

Bartholemew Bartholemew Bartholemew Thomas 

Thomas Matthew Matthew Bartholemew 

Matthew, the tax 
gatherer 

Thomas Thomas Matthew 

James, son of 
Alphaeus 

James, son of Alphaeus James, son of Alphaeus James, son of Alphaeus 

Thaddeus Thaddeus Simon the Zealot Simon the Zealot 

Simon the Zealot Simon the Zealot Judas, son of James Judas, son of James 

Judas Iscariot Judas Iscariot Judas Iscariot Matthias, to be selected 
as Judas’ replacement 

 
None of these men was an expert in the Law or religious matters. They were all laymen.   
 
V20 – Jesus healing was in such demand that He could not even eat a meal. Having invested most of my 
life into healing ministries, I can absolutely confirm that the demand seems endless. Many times I have 
worked 24, 30 or 36 hours, and once even 60 hours, with minimal food and sleep between patient needs. 
Your compassion suffers, then your temper, and even your judgment. Carried on too long, you become 
physically ill. Eventually, you collapse. I suspect that healing was tiring, even for Jesus, and that 
exhaustion overcame Him as well. 
 
V21 – Jesus’ family assumed that He was out of His mind and traveled to Capernaum to take Him home. 
Jesus’ certainly was living an unusual lifestyle. He forsook His father’s trade, never married, had no home, 
and worked Himself to exhaustion teaching and healing. Undoubtedly, they thought that they were doing 
the right thing.   
 
V22 – By this time, the scribes who had been sent from Jerusalem to investigate Jesus had decided 
against Him. Jesus violated their interpretations of the Law, and even the power of His teachings and His 
miracles could not convince them to change their minds. Because they had convinced themselves that He 
was evil, but His power was obvious even to them, they were forced to attribute Jesus’ good works to an 
evil source.   
 
VV 23-27 – Jesus’ pointed out the obvious fallacies in their position. The Pharisees believed in the 
existence of Satan as an evil being and in demons as his minions. Satan is a “strong man” but Christ is a 
stronger man who will bind him. 
 
VV 28-30 – This is the only unpardonable sin, to reject the work of the Holy Spirit. Only the Holy Spirit 
confers salvation, and to reject His work is to close oneself off from God’s only mechanism to save man.    
 
VV 31-35 – Jesus’ earthly family arrived to take Him away, continuing the story from verse 21. The crowd 
that He was teaching told Him and Jesus used the opportunity to teach an important lesson. The family 
that matters most is the family of those who love and serve God. Earthly families only for a time, but the 
family of saints as brothers and sisters in Christ endures forever.   
 
Mark 4 
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VV 1-2 – The crowd pressed in on Jesus, and He withdrew to a boat to teach. The hillsides surrounding the 
Sea of Galilee provide something of an amphitheater, allowing the crowds to see Him and hear His voice 
more clearly. Sitting was the rabbinical posture and may have been necessary because of the rocking of 
the boat in the waves. He used parables, a common form in Judaism.   
 
The Parable of the Sower 
 
Seed was expensive and if a bad harvest occurred, families might have to consume their sowing stock to 
survive. The sower in this story was a careful, reasonable man. Nonetheless, it is inevitable that a small 
amount of seed would fall where it was not intended.   
 
V3 – “Listen to this (ἀκούω akouō – attention)!”  Jesus was never shy about commanding attention.   
 
V4 – The road was a packed path probably only wide enough for foot traffic.   
 
VV 5-6 – The Plain of Sharon in southwestern Palestine is lush and fertile, as is the Plain of Jezreel in the 
north. The hills of Galilee are also well watered and useful for agriculture. Southeastern Palestine, on the 
other hand, is rocky and dry with thin topsoil.    
 
V7 – These weeds were common in dry climes, tough and thick to converse water and thorny to 
discourage animals. They grow quickly and deny nutrients, water and sunlight to other plants. 
 
V8 – Using ancient agricultural techniques, people expected to harvest about 5-8 times as much grain as 
they sowed. The yields Jesus is mentioning were unbelievable.   
 
V9 – Jesus encouraged everyone listening to hear and understand, but He was also implying that only 
those with God-given insight could truly comprehend.  
 
V10 – Despite His growing popularity, Jesus spent time alone with just His disciples and the rest of His 
followers. He had a good relationship with them, and they felt comfortable asking Him questions.   
 
VV 11-12 – Sometimes we fail to appreciate the mystery (μυστήριον mystērion – hidden thing, secret 
counsels) that is the gospel. As believers in Christ, we are allowed to see the greatest mystery of all, how 
God deals with man. He gives us glimpses into the spiritual world that permeates our material world. He 
shows us pictures of our eternal home and the glory to be revealed in us.   
 
Such understanding is available to all, as Jesus invites all mankind to come into His family. However, many 
will reject His invitation. Here we encounter another aspect of this profound mystery, the sovereignty of the 
Holy One. God calls all, but He has chosen some.  Yet each man has the individual choice to accept or 
reject His call.   
 
In this passage, Jesus reveals to those closest to Him that His teachings are hidden to those whose hearts 
are not open to Him. Mark paraphrases the words of God to the prophet Isaiah at the time of his call (Isaiah 
6:9-10).       
 
V13 – Learning to understand parables is vital to understanding much of Christ’s teaching about the 
Kingdom. Jesus explained this one openly to His disciples, but there are many others written in Scriptures 
that He did not explain.   
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V14 – Jesus, and anyone else who delivers the Gospel message, is the sower.   
 
V15 – The hard road represents those who are hard of heart. Some people simply harden their hearts 
against the Gospel; rejecting the message without even truly hearing it. The Bible mentions several 
examples: 
 

1. Pharaoh hardened (חזק chazaq – strengthen, repair) his heart from pride, not wishing to lose in his 

conflict with Moses (Exodus 7:13, 22, 8:15, 19, 32).    
2. The author of Proverbs asked that he not receive great wealth lest he forget God (Proverbs 30:7-9).  

This would harden his heart and cause him to reject the Lord.  Wealth can be a stumbling block to 
salvation (Matthew 19:23-26). 

3. God allowed divorce in the Law of Moses because of the hardness of heart (Matthew 19:8), the 
preconceptions and self-interest, of the ancient Jews (which, of course, they shared with just about 
every other culture).  

4. The Pharisees’ hearts were hard (πώρωσις pōrōsis – covering with a callus, dulled perception) to 

the goodness of Jesus’ work (Mark 3:5) because they were so fixated on their interpretation of the 
Law that they missed the purpose of the Law.     

5. Jesus rebuked His disciples for their hardness of heart (σκληροκαρδία sklērokardia – hardness 

of heart) refusing to believe (Mark 16:14) the eyewitnesses of Jesus’ resurrection.  In this case, the 
resurrection of their beloved Master seemed too good to be true.    This is the state of so many 
Christians…the gospel is so good that we can barely understand it, and when we do it seems simply 
too good to be true.   

6. God is the ultimate authority and His truth is binding on everyone and everything.  People suppress 
it because they want to be their own authority and do whatever they please.    After suppressing the 
truth, eventually they come to believe that there is no God (Romans 1:18-32).  Thus their hearts 
become hard against Him. 

 
VV 16-17 – The rocky ground represents those who are inherently shallow in their thinking and character. 
These people are no worse than any other, and can be used by God, but are limited by their own character 
flaws. King Saul is a good example. 
 

1. He was superficially superior (1 Samuel 9:2). 
2. Despite his lowly position, he was chosen by God and given a real chance to serve Him (1 Samuel 

9:15-17, 21) 
3. He was given the Spirit and exhibited His power (1 Samuel 10:9-13). 
4. He was afraid and tried to shirk responsibility (1 Samuel 10:22-23). 
5. He let fear and circumstances push him into disobeying the Lord (1 Samuel 13:8-14). 
6. He gave foolish and capricious commands (1 Samuel 14:24-45). 
7. He chose short term self interest over obedience (1 Samuel 15:1-9).  If he had ever really believed 

the Lord, he would have known that disobeying the Lord is never in one’s self interest. 
8. He blamed others for his sins and mistakes (1 Samuel 15:20-24). 
9. He was very concerned about appearances (1 Samuel 15:30-31). 
10. He was jealous and ambitious, willing to kill his own son for power (1 Samuel 20:30-33). 
11. He believed the lies of others (1 Samuel 24:9). 
12. Sometimes, he did as God commanded (1 Samuel 28:3). 
13. In his hour of greatest extreme, he sought help from God, but then in opposition to God’s command 

(1 Samuel 28:8-19).   
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How many of us share these characteristics with Saul? How permeated our culture is with them! 
 
VV 18-19 – Do these verses really need further explanation? Are our lives not filled with such things, both 
bad which crowds out the good, and good which crowds out the best? Do we take concrete steps to 
remove the weeds from our lives? Or do we languish, unable to cut away the dross to gain the gold? 
 
Riches are deceitful. They promise security, pleasure and power but they always fail to deliver.  
 
V20 – As with verse 8, the fruit was tremendous. 
 
V21 – Lamps in 1st century Palestine were clay bowls filled with oil and containing a wick. They provided 
light for a few feet in every direction, and were placed on shelves high on the walls of the house.   
 
VV 22-23 – The mysteries of God are hidden but will eventually be revealed. Those who can hear must 
exert themselves to hear. 
 
VV 24-25 – We must listen to the truths of the Lord, not the partial truths of the world. For we will be given 
more of what we believe. If falsehood, we will become more false. If truth, we will become more true. The 
man who understands the Lord will gain more understanding, but the man who rejects Him will lose even 
the little that he does know. 
 
This seems to be a fundamental truth of how the universe works. Success in education, sports, money, or 
any other field breeds more success. Failure is also cumulative, contributing to further failure. We need to 
gain our success in the things that are most important…knowledge of our Lord. 
 
VV 26-29 – This parable of the seed is only found in Mark, and it seems to be an extension of the parable 
of the sower. After sowing, the sower takes his God given rest (Psalm 127:2) and God Himself, through the 
natural laws of His creation, causes the seed to take root, sprout, grow, and mature. Once the harvest is 
ready, the sower must once again obey his Lord and bring in the harvest.   
 
As this is true in agriculture, it is true in the Kingdom (Matthew 9:37). God plants the seed through the work 
of His people. He causes the increase in the hearts of the lost, and we obey Him in bringing in the harvest, 
making disciples (Matthew 28:18-19).   
 
The Parable of the Mustard Seed 
   
VV 30-31 – Jesus always used common things to illustrate profound truths. When He died, less than 120 
people followed Him. Today, almost half the world claims the name of Christ. The tiny mustard seed 
growing into one of the largest of plants is a terrific word picture in an agricultural land.   
 
V32 – The black mustard plant, common in Palestine, can grow to 15 feet high and has a thick main stem 
with branches strong enough to hold birds’ nests. It has yellow flowers and tiny seeds and was probably 
grown for its high oil content.  
 
VV 33-34 – What an unusual teacher Jesus was! He taught in parables, in riddles, intended to separate the 
wheat from the chaff among His hearers. Jesus knew the evil in the human heart (John 2:25) and His 
message was intended for those with hearts to hear.    
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The Calming of the Sea 
 
VV 35-36 – Jesus knew that a storm was coming and intended this miracle, like the others, to build the 
faith of His followers. The disciples probably also saw the natural signs of the coming storm but set out 
because of the command of their Master. Mark is the only evangelist that tells us that several boats were in 
His flotilla crossing Lake Gennesaret. 
 
V37 – Gales are common on the Sea of Galilee (690 ft BSL), with icy winds blowing from the snow covered 
slopes of Mt. Hermon (9,230 ft ASL), 35 miles to the northeast, and the eastern slopes of the lake (2000 ft. 
ASL). However, this was far worse than what the disciples, many of whom were experienced fishermen on 
this very lake, had experienced.   
 
V38 – Exhausted from a long day of teaching and healing, Jesus was asleep in the stern, the most stable 
part of the boat. He also had great inner peace, knowing that everything that happened to Him occurred by 
the will of His Father. His disciples were probably also exhausted, but lacking this serenity, were terrified 
and awakened Him. 
 
V39 - Far from gradually subsiding as storms normally do, Jesus made this one stop immediately with just 
His word. What is impossible with man is so simple to our Creator!   
 
VV 40-41 – He questioned His followers’ lack of faith, understanding that despite all of the proofs of Jesus’ 
deity, the disciples still couldn’t quite grasp who He was. How human, and how similar to our lives today!   
 
Mark 5 
 
V1 – There is some difficulty with certain details about this incident. Mark and Luke refer to the Gerasene 
demoniac, while Matthew refers to two Gadarene demoniacs. Three cities in the region bear similar names; 
Gadara, a leading city in Decapolis several miles southeast of the Sea of Galilee near the Yarmuck river, 
Gerasa, a town near the Jabbok river 20 miles southeast of Pella near the Jordan, and Gergesa, a town on 
the east coast of the Sea of Galilee. Gergesa is on the water, has many ancient tombs and is surrounded 
by steep cliffs so it is undoubtedly the place where this incident occurred.   
 
The divergence in names is probably because names of cities were sometimes used to connote the entire 
region in which the city was located.   
 
VV 2-5 – Peter, who directed Mark in his writing, either only saw one of the men or was impressed enough 
to remember only one of them. Many towns had tombs carved into the rock and caves on their outskirts, 
inhabited only by the deranged, the diseased, and the dead. One of these men accosted Jesus as soon as 
He got off the boat.   
 
Chains (ἅλυσις halysis) were iron or bronze, but sometimes ropes may have been meant as well.  The 
Greek emphasizes the great strength of this man. Medically, muscular strength is limited by pain.  Pain 
reflex arcs prevent us from exerting much more force than will damage our muscles. People who feel little 
pain, such as those on drugs, those with severe mental impairment and those controlled by the demons, 
can have superhuman physical strength. Demons, evil angels, have great strength.  How these worked 
together in this man is a mystery.   
 
Hard, jagged edged stones such as flint form much of the geology of the area. His scream may have been 
terrifying to those around.   
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VV 6-7 – Why would a man controlled by demons run to Jesus? The demons knew that here was the One 
who sealed their fate and asked for mercy. Mankind is in a state of perpetual confusion, only gradually 
learning the Truth in this life. Demons enjoy the terrifying clarity of Hell, desperate to devour mankind as a 
wolf devours a sheep, but knowing that their ultimate doom is assured.   
 
V8 – Jesus was determined to deliver this man from his slavery. Only divine power was enough. 
 
V9 – Jesus did not need the name of the demon to exorcise him, but wanted those around to see the 
hopelessness of the situation. A legion contained over 6,000 Roman infantrymen and was the strongest 
fighting unit in the world at that time. This man had thousands of demons within him.   
 
VV 10-12 – The demons knew that he was going to cast them out, and begged that they be allowed to go 
into the pigs in a nearby herd. Having a body seems to be somehow important even among angelic beings. 
One wonders if the Hebrews, to whom disembodied existence was unthinkable, were right.   
 
V13 – Jesus allowed the demons to leave the man and enter the pigs, after which they promptly destroyed 
the animals they inhabited. How telling about the nature of things! 
 

1. Jesus cared more about the life of one man than He did about the lives of 2,000 pigs. 
2. For the greater glory of God, He was merciful even to the tormentors of those He loves, the people 

He has created. 
3. Demons can do nothing but destroy. They slowly destroyed the man that they inhabited, and they 

quickly destroyed the swine. Evil has no end but destruction of those who choose it. 
4. Jesus wanted to provide a powerful, dramatic and undeniable message for the people around.   

 
V14 – The terrified herdsmen ran to the town to report, and some of the leading citizens, probably including 
the land owners who owned the pigs and employed the herdsmen, came out to investigate.  Since 
Decapolis was primarily Gentile country, it is no surprise that pigs were herded there, even though the 
owners may have been Jews.   
 
VV 15-17 – The oppressed man who had been a terrifying and famous resident now sat fully dressed, quiet 
and mentally whole at the feet of Jesus. Onlookers described what had happened to the townspeople, and 
they in turn begged Jesus to go. On one hand, they were afraid of someone with such great power. On the 
other, they had suffered a terrible financial setback with the loss of the herd and wanted Him gone. 
 
VV 18-20 – With deep gratitude, the man wanted to accompany Jesus. He refused, telling the man to 
return home and tell others what God did for him. This is what God always tells His people to do. Our Lord 
has placed each person in exactly the right place and given us exactly the right story to accomplish His 
purpose. He has placed us among those He wants to reach through our ministry.  We are simply to obey, 
as this man did, and reap a great harvest. 
 
V21 – Jesus and His disciples crossed back to the western shore of the lake. He was greeted by a large 
crowd and He remained.   
 
VV 22-24 – Synagogue services were led by the adult men in attendance, but each synagogue had one or 
more leaders responsible for day to day operations. Sometime later, Jairus came to Him, fell at His feet, 
and begged for the life of his daughter. The laying on of hands, then far more than now, was thought to 
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confer great power, including blessings (Genesis 27), remittance of sin (Leviticus 16:21), filling with the 
Holy Spirit (Acts 8:14-17), and healing (James 5:13-16).   
 
This practice persisted through the Middle Ages, when kings and saints were believed to have the gift of 
miraculous healing through touch.    
 
VV 25-26 – As a fascinating parenthesis to the story, a woman with chronic uterine bleeding, probably due 
to endometriosis, came for healing from the Lord. Her prolonged bleeding made her ceremonially unclean 
and therefore she was excluded from the normal life of the community. She hoped to touch Him, unnoticed, 
and steal away. She was a “nobody”, and no one would have let her get close to Him. Even if they had, it 
was unheard of for a woman to touch a strange man in public, especially when that touch would have 
defiled Him. She could justly fear judgment for her action.   
 
As a doctor, I appreciate the statement that she suffered much at the hand of many physicians and had 
spent all of her money without getting better. Medicine today is far better than in the first century and 
modern diagnosis and treatment have saved the lives of billions. Nonetheless, there are still many patients 
who, despite our best efforts, suffer greatly from our well intentioned treatments. The body is a temple to 
the Lord, and we in medicine must approach it with wonder and humility.   
 
VV 27-29 – This woman had great faith, but more importantly, her faith was in a great Lord. She had 
apparently had greatly trusted her doctors, else she would not have endured pain and poverty from their 
ministrations. But her confidence was misplaced, and she was left worse off than ever. She snuck up on 
Jesus from behind, touched His cloak, and was healed.   
 
VV 30-31 – She tried to slip away, but Jesus felt the power leave His body and wanted to know the 
recipient. The disciples thought His question, “who touched me?”, ridiculous as a large crowd pressed in 
around Him. He was touching scores of people. Why did only one feel His power, and gain healing? 
 
VV 32-33 – Refusing to be deterred by His disciples misunderstanding (and probably mirth), Jesus found 
the woman. She then came forward, fell down before Him, and confessed it all.   
 
V34 – Jesus was glad for her faith and encouraged her. Despite the fact that he was rushing to heal a 
dying girl, He was never too busy to stop and help someone, even a person as “low” as a perpetually 
unclean, sick and poverty stricken Jewish woman in first century Palestine. No one was too unimportant for 
Jesus. 
 
We would have handled things differently. Since none of us can heal the way Jesus did, we would have 
done a brief history and, as soon as we discovered that her problem was long term and therefore not likely 
to be an immediate threat to life, would have told her to come back later. But unlike us, Jesus was never 
too busy for the important interruption. Is the modern practice wrong? No, as we don’t have the ability to 
raise the dead as Jesus did. Nonetheless, we need to examine our ways, ensuring that obedience, not 
necessarily practicality, is our goal.   
 
VV 35-36 – Jesus and the crowd were probably close to Jairus’ house when the woman touched Him and 
the incident probably took several minutes. The delay seemed to be critical, as now a messenger from the 
house told Jairus that his daughter was dead. Jesus overheard the conversation, and told Jairus simply to 
believe. 
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VV 37-38 – Taking only His closest disciples with Him, he went into the house to the sounds of mourners. 
Jairus’ position and stature in the community gave him a multi-room house, a step up from the average.   
 
VV 39-40 – Undeterred, Jesus pronounced the child asleep, not dead. She was physically dead, but 
because of what Jesus was about to do, she would live again. Those around, accustomed to seeing death 
in a way foreign to modern Westerners, were sure of their diagnosis and had no conception that she could 
rise again. They laughed Him to scorn. Jairus and his wife, numb with fear, sadness, and exhaustion, could 
do nothing. Jesus forced the others out of the house, exhibiting authority uncommon to man. By refusing to 
believe, the scoffers denied themselves a chance to see a miracle and have their lives changed.  
 
He took the parents and His disciples and entered the room where the dead girl lay.   
 
V41 – He held her hand, and told her to arise. Simple words, but divine power, caused her to live again.   
 
VV 42-43 – She got up and walked. It was almost too good to be true for her astonished parents and the 
awed disciples. Having done what only He could do, Jesus then commanded the parents to do what they 
could…give her food. 
 
This is a recurrent theme in Scripture. God commands us to do obey Him, doing what we can for His 
purposes. He does what we cannot. 
 

1. The disciples rowed and Jesus calmed the storm. 
2. Jesus healed Jairus’ daughter, and her parents fed her. 
3. Lazarus’ friends rolled away the stone, Jesus raised him from the dead, and his friends pulled the 

grave clothes away. 
 
Religious leaders were conspiring to kill Jesus, but since His time had not yet come, He did not 
unnecessary publicity. Further He did not want this family to suffer sensationalism or perhaps even 
persecution because of Him. Jesus primary interest was not to work fabulous miracles, but to teach about 
the Father.   
 
Mark 6 
 
V1 – Jesus had been ministering in the area around Lake Gennesaret, and now traveled to His hometown 
of Nazareth, 20 miles to the southwest of Capernaum. This was not a family trip or a pleasure trip. He and 
His disciples traveled as a group, providing security in a time when travel was dangerous.   
 
V2 – Teaching in the synagogue was Jesus regular practice and was allowed for any adult man present. 
The teachers were layman and generally built their lesson around a Scripture reading and a teaching point 
from a famous rabbi. Jesus’ authority came directly from the Scripture and from Himself, which was 
amazing and yet seemed presumptuous coming from the uneducated son of a common laborer whom the 
older people had known since birth.   
 
V3 – Jesus’ earthly family was probably sitting in the synagogue during His teaching. One can only imagine 
the people listening to Jesus and then looking around the room at His very ordinary family.  His late father 
had been a good if unremarkable man, and His mother, brothers and sisters seemed of no worldly import. 
Even the mighty works He performed did not overcome their image of Jesus, the carpenter’s son. As a 

result, His words and actions seemed pretentious, and they were offended (σκανδαλίζω skandalizō) by 

Him. 
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It is unusual that they called Him the “son of Mary”, because usually children were called by the name of 
their father. This seems to have been the common practice even when the father was dead, as Joseph 
was at this time, but was definitely the practice when the father was unknown. Perhaps this statement was 
a slight against Him from the mysterious circumstances of His birth.  
 
There is great danger here for all of us. We build mental images of others and those images stick in our 
minds even while the reality changes. How many parents see their children not as they are, but as they 
were five, ten, or twenty years before? A man who was feeble as a child and troubled as a teenager may 
become a great preacher, a brilliant scientist or a heroic soldier, and those who knew him may never really 
understand. Worse, a man with the potential to do great things may never do them because no one around 
him believes that he can, and he stops believing it himself.   
 
We develop a conception of someone and too often reject all of the information about them that does not fit 
that conception. Eventually, though we think we know the person, we do not, and the knowledge that we 
do have is of someone who no longer exists.   
 
V4 – This is a sentiment well known to any observer of humankind. The French writer Mme Cornuel said 
“No man is hero to his valet”, and we have all heard the idiom “Familiarity breeds contempt”.  The more we 
know about someone the more we find that we like, but also the more that we find we dislike. We find 
ourselves more often able to predict what they will say or do, and their actions and stories become old hat. 
Sinful man gravitates toward the negative and we easily grow distant from those closest to us. 
 
This tendency also works against our relationship with God. 
 
V5 – Jesus is God, and His power to heal is not limited by the belief or disbelief of man. However, He 
chose to limit His power due to the unbelief of those around Him. The “familiarity breeds contempt” 
discussion above applies to everything, including miracles. Had Jesus done more mighty works in 
Nazareth, the people still would not have believed (cf. Luke 16:31), and the works themselves would have 
been perceived as less important. Jesus healed primarily for the sake of His message, not for the benefit of 
the one made whole.   
 
The economic principle of marginal value may help illustrate this. For any desired good or service, the first 
unit has the highest value to us, assuming each unit is the same.  If we are hungry and like cookies, the 
first cookie has a higher value than the second, which has a higher value than the third, and so on. The 
same is true for shirts or cars or doctor’s visits or meals in restaurants. Even miracles have a marginal 
value; the first has the highest impact to spread the message, and the later ones have consistently 
decreasing positive impact and eventually negative impact.      
 

V6 – Jesus wondered at (θαυμάζω thaumazō) their unbelief, and left the city to minister in neighboring 

villages. 
 
V7 – Jesus had many score of disciples and had chosen His special 12 out of the group in chapter 3.  Now 
was the time to send them out in pairs to minister. 
 
1. Individuals in a team can encourage and help one another. 
2. Security against robbers was much better in a team than alone. 
3. Two or three witnesses was required to give legal testimony (Deuteronomy 19:15). 
4. This practice was widespread in the Bible  
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a. Jewish alms collectors 
b. John the Baptist (Luke 7:19) 
c. The Early Church (Acts 13:2-3) 

 
Jesus also sent His disciples out with power.   
 
VV 8-9 – They took a staff for protection against thieves and animals. They were not to take any other 
supplies, since they were to depend on the hospitality of the listeners and the grace of God. Wearing two 
tunics would be warmer but would mark them as wealthier than the people to whom they ministered. Jesus 
wanted to avoid this unnecessary stumbling block to ministry.   
 
V10 – Just as Jesus spoke in parables to weigh the hearts of the listeners, so the disciples were to choose 
carefully where they stayed, weighing the hearts of the residents. Once they found a place to stay they 
were not to move around in the same village, lest they be distracted from ministry or be seen as angling for 
better conditions.   
 
V11 – Those who rejected the message would themselves be rejected. Since the message would be 
accompanied by mighty works, a grace which was not available to Sodom and Gomorrah, they would face 
a sterner judgment.   
 
VV 12-13 – The disciples went, and had amazing power in their ministry. Their power over evil spirits 
confirmed Christ’s claim to be God, and their message, simple repentance, was probably well received. 
Anointing with olive oil was a common medicinal treatment at the time, but the power of the Holy Spirit 
made it effective.   
 
VV 14-16 – By Jesus’ time, many in Israel were looking for the Prophet predicted in Deuteronomy 18:15-
18. The Lord’s identity was a common question throughout His ministry, with people wondering if He was 
the Prophet. One common view was that John had risen from the dead as Jesus, thus explaining the 
miraculous works. Herod, frightened by the power of John in life and even more so in death, held this view.   
 
In truth, Jesus is the prophet of Deuteronomy 18:15-18, but the question “who is Jesus” is still the most 
important question for all mankind. 
 
VV 17-20 – Herod had an adulterous relationship with Herodius, Philip’s wife and his niece, and John 
denounced it. Eager to remove the unwelcome publicity and possibly protect him from the plots of 
Herodius, Herod imprisoned him, probably at Machaerus near the northeast shore of the Dead Sea.  Herod 
was conflicted about John, respecting him and enjoying his sermons but fearing him and wanting to 
continue his liaison with his mistress. 
 
V21 – Rulers regularly gave banquets for their chief supporters, allowing them to keep an eye on possible 
rivals, impress them with their wealth and glory, and maintain the support of those they needed to stay in 
power. Birthdays and other important occasions provided the occasion.   
 
VV 22-23 – Salome, Herodias daughter by Philip, performed a strip tease for the guests. The audience 
enjoyed the show and Herod, eager to demonstrate his largesse, offered Salome a generous reward. In 
truth, his offer was a gross exaggeration for he was a puppet of Rome and had no kingdom to give.   
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VV 24-25 – Herodias was nothing if not politically savvy and power hungry. Knowing that Herod had little to 
give, told Salome to ask for what he could provide, the head of John the Baptist. She wanted it right away, 
while the dinner guests were still present.   
 
VV 26-28 – The guests were hard, vain and powerful men for whom one life probably meant little.  They 
may have heard about John and were undoubtedly enjoying this bit of political theater. Herod, needing to 
burnish his image and pressured by the moment, succumbed to this evil request. The deed was done 
immediately, with the bloody head of the noble prophet on display for all to see. This episode haunted 
Herod for the rest of his life (cf. verse 16).  Executioner is spy, scout or bodyguard 

(σπεκουλάτωρ spekoulatōr) in Greek 

 
V29 – Out of respect for their fallen leader, John’s disciple’s recovered and buried his body. 
 
VV 30-32 – On returning from their mission trip, Jesus’ disciples reported on their activities. He listened, 
and then moved them to a desolate spot, providing time and solitude to recharge.   
 
V33 – In His ministry to the villages around Nazareth and sending out the disciples, Jesus and His 
followers had slowly made their way back to Capernaum on the Sea of Galilee.  Since most of Jesus’ 
ministry had been on there, the people recognized Him and His band and ran to meet them. The disciples 
were headed towards the northeast shore of the lake, up to 4 miles by sea and up to 8 by land. Winds 
blowing down from the north and winds blowing towards the west shore undoubtedly slowed their progress, 
and some of the crowd beat them to the northeast shore. No one really knows where the feeding of the 
5000 took place.   
 
VV 34-36 – Jesus saw the crowd, perceived their confusion, and taught them all day. By evening, the ever 
practical disciples asked Jesus to send them away to find food and shelter for the night.   
 
V37 – Jesus, intending to do a miracle, told the disciples to use what they had to feed them. A common 
laborer earned one denarius per day, so 200 denarii represented eight months of work. It was impossible 
for the disciples, using natural means, to feed these people.  The situation was precisely what Jesus 
intended.   
 
VV 38-40 – The disciples searched about and found a lad with 5 small loaves of bread, like dinner rolls in 
modern parlance, and 2 small fish. Jesus told the disciples to organize the crowd into groups and have 
them recline on the grass. The fact that the grass was green implies that this episode occurred in the 
spring, before the summer heat turned the grass brown.   
 
V41 – Jesus blessed the food, giving glory to God the Father and thanks for His provision, and multiplied it. 
The disciples distributed the food. Here is another example of the disciples doing all they can, and Jesus 
doing what only the Lord can do.   
 
VV 42-44 – God provides enough. No one lacked. The baskets were small wicker containers used by the 
Jews to carry food, similar to a picnic basket. The leftovers were not wasted but probably eaten by the 
disciples the next day.   
 
VV 45-46 – After gathering the food, Jesus sent the twelve into the boat towards Bethsaida. This town was 
probably on the north shore of the lake and on the east side of the inflow of the Jordan river, but the site is 
uncertain. Meanwhile, He sent the crowds away, and then He went away to pray. After an intense day of 
teaching and after such a great miracle, Jesus needed the refreshment of the Father.   
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V47 – Despite the short distance the disciples had to travel, the prevailing winds from the north drove the 
boat farther into the lake than usual.   
 
V48 – Jesus always kept an eye on His followers. After praying on a nearby hill, Jesus returned to the 
shore to see His disciples. It was not easy, as they were on the lake and it was dark (0300-0600).  Jesus 
walked on the water towards them and then near the side of the boat.   
 
VV 49-51 – The disciples, straining against the harsh winds and probably exhausted, did not recognize 
Him. They cried out in fear and Jesus identified Himself, calming their fears. He got into the boat and the 
wind stopped. 
 

V52 – The disciples’ hearts were hardened (πωρόω pōroō, cf. Mark 3;5). When our hearts are hard, 

we cannot gain insight from even the most spectacular lessons.    
 
VV 53-55 – The village of Gennesaret was on the northwest shore of the Sea of Galilee, a few miles 
southwest of Capernaum. The people recognized Him and brought Him their sick.   
 
V56 – Jesus was a local celebrity and healed many. The people brought those needing healing to the 

streets (ἀγορά agora –place of assembly, marketplace).    

 
Mark 7 
 
V1 – Jesus’ fame brought committees of religious leaders to Galilee from Judea to investigate Him.  This is 
the same type of group that investigated John (John 1:19-25) and Jesus (Mark 3:22). Presumably, they 
were going to advise the Galilean Pharisees on how to respond to this new preacher and send another 
report back to the High Priest in Jerusalem. Though He knew their purpose, He was never nervous. Jesus 
was in command of every situation. How could He be?  Because He knew that everything happened 
according to the Father’s plan.   
 
VV 2-4 – We don’t know if the disciples were scrupulous about personal cleanliness or not, but this hand 
washing had little to do with hygiene. Before each meal, the Pharisees had water poured over their hands, 
first fingers up and then fingers down. This made them ceremonially clean to eat the meal.  
 
This practice, as well as the cleansing of kitchenware, had some hygiene value.    
 
V5 – The crux of the issue is that Jesus’ disciples were not keeping the ceremonial law as the Pharisees 
understood it. They asked Jesus, as their leader, why He did not enforce such practices with His followers. 
The traditions of the elders were very important to them, and were the source of much of their authority. 
They were not the traditions in the Law, and in many cases had supplanted the Law.   
 
VV 6-8 – Jesus struck back hard against the Pharisees, using the writings of one of the greatest prophets, 
a person they held in high esteem, to condemn them. Isaiah, ministering between about 740 and 685 BC, 
spoke against the duplicity of Jews in his day observing the ceremonies of the Law but disobeying the 
more important moral commands. As a result of such sin, Judea was destroyed by the Babylonians in 605-
586 BC and the Jews carried into exile. The Pharisees, arising in the Intertestament Period after the Jews 
returned to Judea around 530 BC, developed the current ceremonial laws to “build a fence” around the 
Law of Moses. They felt that if the national disaster of the Babylonian exile had been from the Jews’ failure 
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to keep the Law of Moses, adding more laws expanding Moses’ restrictions would prevent another such 
calamity.    
 
What they missed, however, was that they were substituting the doctrines of men for the commandments 
of God. They became so incensed by the breaking of the “fence around the Law”, the traditions of the 
elders that they broke the commands of the Lord, justice, humility and mercy (Micah 6:8).   
 
V9 – Jesus took the next step, accusing them not merely of misunderstanding or benign neglect but of 
intentionally disobeying God’s commands. 
 
V10 – Combining Exodus 20:12 and Exodus 21:17, He laid out God’s commands on the relations of 
children to their parents. Children are to love and respect their parents and to aid them, financially, 
physically, and in whatever way necessary, when needed, such as in their declining years. While young, 
children are to obey their parents (Ephesians 6:1).   
 

VV 11-13 – A person could declare his most valuable possessions Corban (κορβᾶν korban – a gift 

offered to God). This allowed him to physically keep the item and denied its use by others. If a Jew had 
golden candlesticks, for example, they could be sold to provide money for his ailing parents or declared 
Corban and kept. Money needed for the maintenance of aged family members could be vowed to temple. 
Thus, God’s word is rejected and tradition is used to justify evil. This, Jesus said, was just one example of 
many.   
 
V14 – Sometime later Jesus called the multitude to Him, unusual since the multitude usually clamored 
around Him. The incident with the Pharisees seems to have troubled Him enough to make this important 
point to the people.   
 
V15 – The Pharisees were absolutely focused on the external, the ceremonial, but nothing external can 
make someone unclean. Only the evil which proceeds out of him can defile him and make him unfit for 
God’s service. Jesus really cared for the people, and even for the Pharisees, and was saddened and 
dismayed by their willful blindness.   
 
V16 – This verse is not present in the best manuscripts. Nonetheless, it is consistent with His previous 
words. Only those with a willing ear, those illuminated by the Spirit, can understand.    
 
V17 – Even His own disciples didn’t understand. It is little wonder, because what Jesus was saying was far 
outside their religious paradigm.   
 
VV 18-19 – Jesus seems almost exasperated. External things which were associated with uncleanness in 
the Law of Moses, such as foods, did not make a man morally unclean. By extension, even touching a 
dead body or touching body fluids do not spiritually defile a person.   
 
This was outrageous. In one paragraph, Jesus dispensed with much of the ceremonial law, which some 
considered the most important part. Dietary laws, ceremonial uncleanness, and circumcision were the most 
visible aspects of Moses’ commands. They were what distinguished Jews from Gentiles; God’s people 
from the outsiders. The very identity of the Jews was at stake.   
 
Breaking the Law resulted in the destruction and exile of Judea and its end as an independent state. To the 
observant Jew, Jesus’ words were a recipe for disaster. His opponents seemed to understand this better 
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than His own followers. No wonder they assumed He was from Satan!  No wonder the leaders wanted Him 
dead (Mark 3:6)!    
 
VV 20-23 – The sinful nature of man manifests itself in evil thoughts and wicked deeds. The out workings 
of these defile man.  
 

1. Evil thoughts (διαλογισμός dialogismos inward reasoning, purpose or design) 
2. Fornications (πορνεία porneia - adultery, fornication, homosexuality, lesbianism, intercourse with 

animals, incest)    
3. Thefts (κλοπή klopē) 
4. Murders (φόνος phonos) 
5. Adultery (μοιχεία moicheia) 
6. Coveting (πλεονεξία pleonexia – greedy desire to have more, avarice) 
7. Wickedness (πονηρία ponēria – evil purposes and desires, malice) 
8. Deceit (δόλος dolos – craft, guile) 
9. Sensuality (ἀσέλγεια aselgeia – unbridled lust, insolence) 
10. Envy – the Hebrew concept is the “evil eye” 
11. Slander (βλασφημία blasphēmia – speech injurious to another’s good name) 
12. Pride (ὑπερηφανία hyperēphania – feels oneself superior and looks down on others) 
13. Foolishness (ἀφροσύνη aphrosynē – thoughtlessness, senselessness, recklessness) 

 
V24 – Having spent a great deal of time ministering in Galilee, He withdrew to Tyre, a famous Gentile town 
about 40 miles northwest of the Sea of Galilee. He probably did so to rest and prepare His disciples for the 
rest of His ministry, including His suffering, death and resurrection. He also undoubtedly wanted to put 
space and time between Himself and the religious leaders in Israel. The report of the delegation in verse 1 
was making its way back to Jerusalem and it would infuriate the Sanhedrin.  Efforts to kill Jesus had 
already begun in earnest, but Jesus knew that it was not yet His time to die so He needed to let things cool 
off a while. Unfortunately, He was too famous to escape notice. 
 
VV 25-26 – Jewish men would normally have nothing to do with Gentile women, but this faithful, persistent 
mother was desperate for her child and fell at Jesus’ feet.  
 
V27 – While sounding bigoted to 21st century Americans, the simple fact that Jesus spoke to her at all was 
unusual. The children needing to be “satisfied first” meant that He had come to minister to the Jews first. 
His disciples would later take His story to the Gentiles. The Jews treated Gentiles as “dogs” and this 
woman would have expected to be called such by a Jewish man. Jesus said this not because He believed 
that Gentiles were less than Jews.  He created them both and knew better.  Rather, it was a test of her 
faith…would she continue to ask and to believe?   
 
V28 – Her response is a magnificent picture of love and faith.  Taking Jesus’ illustration, she humbly turns 
it to support her argument for the salvation of her daughter.   
 
VV 29-30 – Jesus was moved and delivered her daughter.  The woman never doubted, but went back to 
her home and found her little girl whole again.  
 
V31 – Sidon is about 20 miles northeast of Tyre and Jesus and the disciples traveled through this area, 
deep into the lands of the Gentiles.  Then they turned southeast, entered into Galilee and passed into 
Decapolis on the east side of the Jordan river.   
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V32 – This miracle is only described in Mark.  The man had likely become deaf after birth because he was 
able to speak, though “with difficulty”.  Meningitis and encephalitis are common causes.  The “laying on of 
hands” was perceived as having great power when performed by a great man.   
 
V33 – The deaf man may not have known why Jesus called him away.  Jesus did not need to touch his 
ears or put His saliva on his tongue to heal him, so He probably did this bit of theater to show the man what 
He was about to do.  
 
VV 34-35 – Looking up towards heaven to ensure the glory belonged to the Father, Jesus looked at the 
man and healed him. 
 
VV 36-37 – As was His custom, Jesus told the man and his friends not to tell of the miracle.  As was the 
custom, they proclaimed it anyway.   
 
Mark 8 
 
V1 – Jesus and His disciples had probably moved from Decapolis back to the Sea of Galilee.  Though 
there are some who believe that the feeding of the 4,000 told here is the same as the feeding of the 5,000 
in chapter 6, the evidence weighs strongly against it.  As told in Matthew 15:32-38 and here, this is a 
distinctly different event.  Jesus did many more miracles than those in the Biblical accounts (John 21:25).   
 
VV 2-3 – Jesus’ compassion in Mark 6:34 had been because of the people’s spiritual condition (“sheep 
without a shepherd”) but here it is because of their physical condition (“hungry…faint”).  The crowd in Mark 
6 had been with Him only for the day, but this crowd for three days.  They had come to Jesus for His 
teachings, His spiritual food.  He acknowledged their material need and intended to meet it.    
 
V4 – Jesus told His disciples to provide food for the crowd, just as He had done in the earlier feeding of the 
5,000.  The disciples, who for some reason did not apply their earlier experience to this episode, gave the 
same objection as before.  Perhaps they still had not gained any insight (Mark 6:52). 
 
V5 – Jesus again asked the disciples to produce what they had, or what they could find.  We are the Body 
of Christ, and He uses us as His hands and feet to accomplish His will.  We must give our all to Him, 
however little it may be, and He will multiply it.   
 
The widow’s mite (Luke 21:1-4), the tithes and offerings (Malachi 3:8-10), our time and talents; nothing that 
we have is enough to do God’s work, but everything we give Him will be multiplied by the Father and His 
Will be done.   
 
VV 6-7 – Following the same pattern as before, Jesus took the food, gave thanks, multiplied it, and had the 
disciples distribute it.   
 
VV 8-9 – Jesus made enough for the peoples’ need, and did not waste any of it. The baskets in chapter 6 

(κόφινος kophinos) were small, but those in this account (σπυρίς spyris) were larger.  In this case, the 

leftovers were probably given to the people for their journey home, because by verse 14 the disciples had 
no bread.  Finally, He sent them away. 
 
V10 – Dalmanutha was probably a small village on the west coast of Lake Gennesaret between 
Capernaum and Tiberias.  Other possible names are Magdala and Taricheae.   
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V11 – By this time, the Pharisees were no longer fact finding about Jesus; they were firmly in opposition.  
Sometime after disembarking in Dalmanutha they openly challenged Him, arguing with Him, testing Him 
and seeking a sign.  After all of the healings, feedings and other miracles, one wonders why they needed 
another sign.  It is clear that nothing He could have done would have changed their minds.   
 
VV 12-13 – Jesus was sad in His heart over the obstinacy.  No man is more blind than him who refuses to 
see.  Wanting to cool off the conflict, Jesus simply stated that they would receive no sign.  He and His 
disciples then sailed to the other side of the lake. 
 
VV 14-16 – The disciples were hungry.  Because they “had forgotten” to take bread, they probably felt 
irresponsible and stupid.  Jesus, an opportunist ready to capitalize on every situation to do the Father’s 
work, used their conversation to warn against the bread, the pervasive and unseen teachings and 
example, of the Pharisees and of Herod.  The disciples’ shame and physical needs impaired their ability to 
accept spiritual food. 
 
VV 17-20 – Jesus had tried to teach them important truths using the circumstances at hand, but now 
confronted them directly.  One can almost hear Jesus thinking… 
 
“Why are you talking about this?  Did you learn nothing from the two spectacular miracles of feeding that 
you just saw?  Have you completely missed the fact that as I met the physical needs of the multitudes, 
even more will I meet your physical needs, you who are my own disciples?  Do you not understand that 
avoiding the leaven of false teaching, sin and hypocrisy is a far greater issue having lunch?”   
 
The crowd in verses 1-3 was more spiritually attuned than Jesus’ own men.  The sensitive reader at this 
point feels like banging his head against the wall because of the disciples’ blindness and hardness of heart 

(πωρόω pōroō), but he also knows the many times he has done the same thing.   

 
V21 – Exasperated, Jesus asked the disciples if they finally got it.  According to Matthew 16:12, they finally 
did.   
 
V22 – The group came to Bethsaida on the north side of the Sea of Galilee and east side of the Jordan 
river inlet.  In another miraculous story that is only told in Mark, the villagers brought a blind man to Jesus 
and asked for Him to lay on hands to heal him.   
 
V23 – Similar to chapter 7 account of the deaf man, Jesus took him aside, this time all the way out of the 
village.  He may have done this avoid publicity (cf. verse 26) or because the man, dependent upon his 
hearing, needed the quiet outside of the village to understand what was going on.   
 
V24 – The man probably had acquired blindness since he recognized the shapes of men and of trees.  
People blind since birth who regain their sight (i.e. congenital cataracts) find the new sights bewildering 
and disorienting and require time and training before they can see and understand.   
 
V25 – Jesus laid His hands on the man again, the man focused intently, and his vision was restored.   
 
Why did Jesus use spittle and touching and other physical devices in this case (and that of the deaf man) 
rather than just His word?  It could have been from His perception of the men’s faith, or lack thereof.  Jesus 
here behaves more like a doctor than in other healings.  He brings the patient away from others, examines 
him, applies a therapeutic remedy, evaluates His intervention, applies more therapy, and encourages the 
patient’s compliance.   The patient is cured.   
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Jesus, the Master Healer, cures some with just a word and others with a fairly elaborate medical process.  
The latter is more like medicine today.  Since Jesus could and did heal in any way He wished, He must 
have changed His techniques to meet the needs and build the faith of the person being healed and those 
watching.  In the Lazarus episode (John 11:41-42), Jesus admitted that what He was saying was for the 
benefit of onlookers.   
 
Everything Jesus did was to accomplish His mission given by the Father.  As a master actor uses voice, 
expression, movement, costume, props, stage, and every part of his body for maximum effect, so Jesus 
used all of these, and even every thought, to glorify the Father, and meet the needs, physical and spiritual, 
of his audience.   
 
V26 – Each time Jesus told someone that He healed to say nothing, they disobeyed.  This time Jesus 
commands the man to stay out of his village entirely.   
 
V27 – Caesarea Philippi is about 30 miles northeast of the Sea of Galilee.  It was outside of Galilee in the 
Tetrarchy of Philip and well into Gentile territory.  Jesus was less known in this region and He moved there 
for some private, intense time with His disciples in the later part of His ministry.  Opposition of the religious 
leadership had stiffened and He knew that events would soon rapidly spiral towards His death.  Alone 
together, Jesus asked the men closest to Him who they believed Him to be.  This question is the most 
important for all men for all time, who is Jesus to you?  The answer determines their eternal destiny.   
 
V28 – Put on the spot, some of the disciples tell Jesus what others have said about who He is, such as 
John the Baptist (Mark 6:16), Elijah (Malachi 4:5-6), or a prophet.  All of these were known as forerunners 
to the Messiah.  Few, if any, outside believed His was the Messiah.   
 
VV 29-30 – Jesus did not let them off so easily.  He demanded “but who do you say that I am?”  Peter, 
impulsive and courageous, said that Jesus was the Messiah, God’s anointed one for the salvation of Israel.  
He was right, and Jesus was pleased (Matthew 16:13-20).  Then, He even told His disciples not to tell 
others who He was. 
 
V31 – Jesus Christ was nothing if He was not an enigma.  Once Jesus confirmed that He really was the 
Messiah, the minds of every disciple would have been filled with excitement.  The Messiah would restore 
Israel to its place atop the nations.  The Jews final and permanent golden age would begin when the 
Messiah came.  Rome would be overthrown and subjugated, and the disciples themselves would take 
leading roles in the new government.  To the disciples of Jesus, since He was the Messiah, every dream 
they ever had was about to come true.  They were at the threshold of success, wealth, fame and power.  
Perhaps He had even brought them to this lonely place to plot their final, victorious march on Jerusalem.   
 
Jesus, however, told a different story.  For the first time in His ministry, He began to teach them that He 
would soon suffer and die at the hands of the religious leaders in Israel.  He then promised that three days 
later, He would rise again from the dead. 
 
Once the disciples finally grasped what He had said, they were thunderstruck.  What about the Messianic 
prophecies of restoring Israel?  What about initiating a new era of peace, justice and prosperity?  How 
could the Messiah die?  What would happen to them once their leader was gone?  Jesus had just 
destroyed their most cherished beliefs; the hope of all first century Jews under the iron hand of Rome.  The 
promise of His resurrection was forgotten, or at least misunderstood, in the shock of His proclamation.   
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Man usually believes what he wants to believe, and this is no exception.  Isaiah spoke at length about the 
Messiah, His final victory but also His suffering and death.   
 
V32 – Peter also misunderstood the real mission of the Messiah, at least at the first coming.  He may have 
felt that Jesus was tired or sick and not thinking straight.  Perhaps he felt that Jesus was expressing doubt 
in his disciples.  Whatever the reason, and undoubtedly fortified by his commendation from the Lord shortly 
before, as the self-proclaimed leader of the disciples, Peter rebuked Jesus for His prediction.  Peter loved 
his Lord, he just didn’t understand God’s plan.   
 
V33 – Jesus immediately identified the source of Peter’s rebuke.  Satan was using Peter to tempt Jesus to 
forego the suffering ahead. The Father’s will, not man’s preferences or even Jesus’ comfort and safety, 
was paramount.  
 
V34 – Jesus and the disciples moved to a more populated area near Caesarea Philippi and He called a 
multitude to Him.  Jesus, with His authority, teaching and healing, could not be ignored.   
 
His message was the cost of discipleship.  Having warned His followers about His coming suffering, He 
now tells them, and those around, that anyone who follows Him would suffer.   
 

1. Deny himself (ἀπαρνέομαι aparneomai) – to forget oneself, to lose sight of one’s own interests. 

2. Take up (αἴρω airō) his cross (σταυρός stauros) – to bear or carry the most well known, shameful 

and agonizing instrument of execution in the first century 
 
V35 – Those who follow their own path, who do things “their way”, will lose their lives on earth and in 
eternity. Those who follow the commands of the Lord, who do things “His way”, will have abundant life on 
earth and everlasting life with the Lord.   
 
VV 36-37 – A man may become king of the world for 50 years, but be separate from the Lord for eternity.  
Nothing is as valuable as a man’s soul. 
 
V38 – Those who stand for the Lord before man on earth can trust Jesus to stand for them before the 
Father.  “When He comes” is the first reference in Mark to the second coming of Christ.   
 
Mark 9 
 
V1 – Jesus had always been in His Father’s will, but the tone of His ministry now shifts decidedly as He 
begins His final and relentless march towards the cross.  He knew that the religious and political opposition 
to Him and His message would expand.   Life was going to become much harder for His followers, 
especially His disciples.  To fortify them for the coming struggle, Jesus would now reveal the Kingdom 

(βασιλεία basileia – royal power, authority) of God to some of them.   

The most obvious interpretation is that some of the disciples present would live to see the Second Coming 
of Christ, the advent of God’s final kingdom on the earth.  Since they are all dead and the Jesus still hasn’t 
returned, this is clearly not what He meant.  At the time that Mark wrote these words, Peter himself may 
have been dead.   
 
Other interpretations are that some of them would see Jesus’ post resurrection glory, would see the 
coming of the Spirit at Pentecost, or would see the sprouting and blossoming of the church.  All of these 
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occurred and were seen by most of the disciples, but the most natural interpretation of the “kingdom of 
God” in this context refers to the Transfiguration.   
 
V2 – Matthew and Mark count 6 days and Luke counts 8 days between Jesus’ words and the 
Transfiguration event.  The difference is probably because Luke counted the day of the promise and the 
day of the event as days while the others only counted the days in between.  Peter, James and John were 
those disciples closest to Him and only they were chosen to go.  Since they were in the region of Caesarea 
Philippi, the four probably walked up Mount Hermon, 9,230 ft ASL.  On the mountain, Jesus was 

transfigured (μεταμορφόω metamorphoō – changed into another form).  Luke 9:32 explains that the 

three disciples were asleep when this occurred.   
 
V3 – Whiteness is associated with the purity and power of God.   
 
V4 – Elijah, representing the prophets, and Moses, representing the Law, the two major portions of the Old 
Testament, accompanied Jesus.  Peter, James and John had obviously never seen either man, nor any 
representation of them, so it took a miracle for them to recognize these great men of old.  The fact that they 
were talking with Jesus vividly illustrates that Jesus did not come to destroy their work, but to complete it 
(Matthew 5:17).  They were discussing Jesus imminent death (Luke 9:31).  The Transfiguration must have 
been bittersweet, with the disciples witnessing the glory of Christ juxtaposed on the loss of their beloved 
master. 
 
VV 5-6 – Peter had no idea what to do or say, but he was terrified, and by his nature felt the need to say 
and do something.  During Jesus’ moment of glory, he suggested that they erect three sacred tents, one 
for each man.  This was reminiscent of the Tabernacle, in which the glory of God dwelt among the people 
of Israel, and perhaps Peter had in mind tents to contain the glory he saw now.  Or perhaps, as we so often 
do today, Peter was spitting out the first thing in his head, whether it made sense or not.   
 
VV 7-8 – God the Father sent a cloud to overshadow them all, just as a cloud had appeared at the Exodus 
(Exodus 13:21-22).  He then told Peter, James and John that Jesus Christ, His beloved son, was 
preeminent.  Jesus is God and Moses and Elijah are not.  He is the one to listen to.  With this, even Peter 
had to be quiet.  Once the cloud left, they saw Jesus alone. 
 
V9 – As with other mighty works, Jesus did not want news of the Transfiguration to spread.  However, 
unlike other times, this time He qualified His statement, “Don’t tell anyone until after the Resurrection”.  
Was that because He was speaking to His disciples and not to outsiders, or because now He was 
speaking freely of His death and resurrection?   
 
V10 – Since the days of Daniel, most Jews believed that the all men would be bodily resurrected after 
death, to righteous to glory and the wicked to condemnation (Daniel 12:2-3, 13).  However, what did it 
mean that the Messiah would die and rise again?   
 
V11 – Malachi 4:5 speaks of Elijah coming as a forerunner to the Messiah. 
 
VV 12-13 – An Elijah-like person came, John the Baptist, to restore (ἀποκαθίστημι  apokathistēmi - put 
things in their former state), and to prepare the way of the Lord.  Nonetheless, just as John’s work did not 
prevent his own suffering and death, it would not prevent the suffering and death of the Messiah.   
 
V14 – A large crowd had gathered to watch the argument between the disciples of Jesus and the local 
religious experts.   
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VV 15-16 – On seeing Jesus, they ran to greet, whereupon He asked His disciples what was going on. 
 
VV 17-18 – The father of a demon-afflicted deaf-mute child in the crowd interrupted, explaining the 
situation.   
 
The disciples had been given great power and were casting out demons just a few weeks before.  They 
were probably confident of their ability to cast this demon out as well, but they failed.   
 
V19 – Jesus was frustrated.  He loved the disciples, the father, the son, the crowd, and even the scribes so 
much as their Creator, and He wanted so much for them to believe.  Jesus had spoken holy truths, worked 
amazing miracles, shown endless love and goodness, and still they did not believe.  He knew that His work 
on earth was rapidly coming to an end, and that the people would never again have His close and personal 
testimony in this way.  If they did not believe after two years of the presence of almighty God among them, 
when would they ever believe?  How long would the Messiah tolerate such blindness, selfishness, and sin?  
Despite His disappointment, Jesus determined to do what the situation required. 
 
V20 – On seeing Jesus, the spirit threw the boy into a seizure. 
 
VV 21-22 – Like a master diagnostician, Jesus takes a careful history of the patient.  The father, frustrated 
and frightened by the fearful condition of his son, the failure of the overconfident disciples, the mockery of 
the scribes, and the glare of the crowd, begged Jesus to do something if He could. 
 
VV 23-24 – Jesus challenged his unbelief.  The desperate father, in reply, begs for deliverance from his 
lack of faith.  He realized that his situation was hopeless, so he asked the Lord for help not only to heal, but 
even to believe.   
 
V25 – Jesus saw that the incident was becoming more of a circus and decided to end it.  He immediately 
sent the demon out.   
 
V26 – The boy cried out, had a terrifying convulsion, and crumpled to the ground.  From a medical 
perspective, the boy probably had a grand mal seizure, exhausted his muscles from maximal, prolonged 
contractions, and collapsed insensate.  He was in a post ictal state, which is an altered state of 
consciousness after a seizure.  The child lay in the dirt, motionless for several minutes, while the crowd 
looked on.  Eventually, onlookers thought that he was dead.   
 
V27 – Understanding the biology, Jesus waited.  At the right time, He raised the child by the hand and 
returned him to his father.  
 
VV 28-29 - Puzzled, distraught and humbled by their failure after great earlier success, the disciples asked 
Jesus why they failed to cast the demon out of this boy.  Jesus’ reply was kind, but one wonders why He 
had to tell the disciples to use prayer to cast out evil spirits.  Did they not pray in this case?  Are there 
some demons that don’t require prayer to cast out?  Were they so enamored by their own power from 
previous experience that they failed to call on the power of God?    
 
V30 – The Transfiguration probably occurred on Mt. Hermon and this healing near Caesarea Philippi, and 
now Jesus and His disciples moved back towards and then through Galilee.  Knowing that His execution 
was around the corner, He spent less time teaching the multitudes and far more preparing His disciples for 
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what lay ahead.  Therefore, He didn’t want anyone to know as they passed through their old, familiar 
territory.   
 
V31 – The first task was to help the disciples to understand that He would die, and then rise again three 
days later.  The idea of a suffering Messiah who ultimately perished at the hands of those He was to help 
was nearly inconceivable to them.  They also didn’t want to believe it, preferring to end the story with Jesus 
on the throne of Israel, the Jews ascendant over all other people, and them in glory and luxury at His side.   
 
The promise of His resurrection would have been cold comfort as well.  All of His disciples probably 
believed in the resurrection at the end of time and assumed that this is what He was referring to.  Like most 
men, they wanted help here and now, not a faint promise of a glittering future in another life.  
 
V32 - After Jesus rebuked Peter, their leader and seemingly one of His favorites, and concerning so 
confusing and divisive an issue, the disciples lost their easy confidence to ask questions of their Master (cf. 
Mark 4:10).   
 
So it is with us.  Hard conversations, those over tough issues with real differences of opinion in which 
feelings will be hurt and misunderstandings arise, often seem too hard.  So we avoid them, skirting conflict 
and hoping that everything will work out fine.  Often it does, but we have still lost trust and intimacy with our 
family and closest friends.  What shall we do? 
 

1. Pick your battles wisely.  Fighting hard over minor points of opinion, taste, and even theology is not 
worth the time, emotional energy, and division the fight inevitably brings.  People are willing to 
struggle over things that are truly important, but avoid those who fight on minor matters. 

2. Emphasize the ground on which both sides stand, and the common goals first.  No matter what my 
family fights about, it is still my family, and that will never change.  I will love them forever, no matter 
what they do, and I tell them so, even in the heat of conflict.  The same goes from our family in 
Christ.   

3. Disagree without being disagreeable.  Hard conversations are hard enough without uncontrolled 
outbursts of anger or tears. 

4. Disagree with the other’s best interest at heart.  It is not about you. 
5. If an issue is truly important, as this one was with Jesus and the disciples, have the courage to ask 

the questions.  Fight the fight.   
6. Don’t do it in front of others, save for a really good reason. 

 
V33 – Once the group returned to Peter’s house in Capernaum, the one they used as their base of 
operations in the area, Jesus revealed that He had heard their private conversation, and then He initiated 
the hard conversation. 
 
V34 – We can so easily imagine the disciples now, sitting around looking at each other and knowing that 
they had been caught by their Teacher.  This is the “Silence of Shame”. 
 
V35 – Jesus overhead their earlier discussion and He also knew these men so well that He could perceive 
what they were thinking (cf. Mark 2:8).   
 

V36 – This little child (παιδίον paidion – infant, toddler) may have been one of Peter’s children. 
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V37 – Little ones have little power and must put complete faith in the ones who love them.  Compared to 
our Lord, and even compared to the tasks of life, we have little power, and must completely trust our God 
who loves us.   
 
There is another truth here.  How we respond to the weakest among us reflects our true nature, whether 
greatness or wickedness. 
 
V38 – Apart from the prying eyes of others, the conversation and teaching opens up.  This is the only time 
in the Synoptic gospels when John alone speaks.  Casting out demons was an important part of their 
ministry, and the disciples succeeded on their mission but failed in the recent case.  Another man, truly 
being used of God, who was not officially a disciple of Jesus had a successful ministry in this area.  Was 
he a friend or not? 
 
VV 39-40 – Power over Satan can come from only one place, Almighty God.  The Holy One uses many 
people in many ways to accomplish His purposes.    
 
V41 – Many will oppose followers of Christ, but others will assist them.  God will ensure that those who 
help His people will be rewarded. 
 

V42 – On the other hand, people who hinder (σκανδαλίζω skandalizō – to entice to sin, to cause a 

person to distrust and desert someone he ought to trust and obey) the little ones of Christ will face a 
terrible punishment.  The millstone was large; pulled by a donkey to grind grain.  The Gentiles especially 
liked this form of execution and the Jews, therefore, hated it.   
 
VV 43-48 – God made our bodies and self-mutilation is abhorrent to Him.  This passage is figurative; even 
physical deformity in this life is better than eternal punishment in Hell, separated from Him.  The point in 
this passage is that this life is transient and the next one is eternal.  Therefore, men should eliminate 
anything in this life that imperils life in the next.   
 

Hell (γέεννα geenna) refers to a filthy and burning place totally separated from the person of God.  The 

word is of Hebrew origin and originally referred to the Valley of Hinnom southwest of Jerusalem, in which 
human sacrifices were performed () and later became a place for burning garbage.   
 
VV 49-50 – In the hot climate of Palestine in the first century, long before refrigeration, salt kept food from 
spoiling.  The Bible frequently refers to salt as a preservative and fire as a purifying force, often 
persecution. Salted with fire probably refers to persecution which causes purity (godly character) and 
results in preservation, both of the individual and of society around.  With so much opposition from the 
world, Christians are to be at peace with one another.   
 
Mark 10 
 
V1 – Jesus and His followers now left for Judea, and then beyond the Jordan into the region of Perea.  
This was His staging area in preparation for the Passion, just a short time hence.  In public again, crowds 
were drawn to Him and He taught them.    
 
V2 – The Pharisees used this opportunity to attack Jesus, this time on the issue of divorce.  There were 
two good reasons, from their point of view, to catch Him on this issue. 
 



 

30 
 

There were two primary schools of thought on divorce among Jews at the time.  One believed that a man 
could divorce his wife for any reason, and the other felt that only adultery provided sufficient grounds for 
divorce.  Assuming that Jesus would come down on one side of the issue, they knew that Jesus would lose 
the support of the other.  They hoped to discredit Him, diminish His popularity, and decrease the public’s 
opposition to His execution.   
 
The second reason was even better. Herod Antipas, the same Herod that murdered John, was still in 
power in Perea.  Herod had divorced His wife and married Herodias, the wife of his brother Phillip. John 
had denounced Herod for this, and he had killed John (Mark 6:14-29).  Undoubtedly the Pharisees hoped 
that Jesus would oppose divorce, denounce Herod, and suffer the same fate.  Better to have Jesus’ blood 
on Herod’s hands than their own. 
 
V3 - As was Jesus’ practice, He appealed to the Scripture in His answer (cf. Matthew 4:1-11). 
 
V4 – Deuteronomy 24:1-4 permits a man to write a certificate of divorce to his wife if she “finds no favor in 
his eyes because he has found some indecency in her”.  If he did, she would have to leave his house and 
could marry another man.  If the second man sent her away or died, the first husband could not take her 
back.  “Indecency” was never further defined.   
 
V5 – Moses never commanded divorce but only allowed it, and that only because of the people’s hardness 

of heart (σκληροκαρδία sklērokardia).   

 
VV 6-9 – Jesus now cuts to the heart of the matter.  The Pharisees thought of marriage as a social contract 
between two parties which could be terminated at will, but only by the male partner.  God sees marriage as 
a physical unity of two people before Him.  He made us incomplete as men and women, needing each 
other not only to procreate but also to live life fully.  Men and women are different physically, but also 
different emotionally and socially as well.  God well said “it is not good for man to be alone” (Genesis 2:18) 
and through Adam “this is now bone of my bone and flesh of my flesh” (Genesis 2:23).  He created woman 

to be a helper ( רעז  `ezer – help, succour) to man (Genesis 2:18).  Man cleaves 

(προσκολλάω proskollaō – to adhere closely, to glue to) to his wife they become one flesh (σάρξ sarx - 

body).  In verse 8, Jesus repeats and emphasizes this, “they are no longer two, but one.”  In verse 9, He 
slams His argument home expanding on Genesis.  God has joined man and woman together in marriage, 
and man should not depart.  Even more, since God had joined man and woman together in marriage, man 
cannot separate the union in His eyes.   
 
When, exactly, does God recognize two people as married?  The Bible doesn’t answer that question 
directly, but implies that He recognizes the relationship at the moment of sexual union.   
 
“The truth is that whenever a man lies with a woman, there, whether they like it or not, a transcendental 
relationship is set up between them which must be eternally enjoyed or eternally endured.” C.S. Lewis 
 
What about men and women with the gift of celibacy (1 Corinthians 7:1-9)?  Paul makes it clear that God 
gives some people the ability to serve Him fully alone.  God Himself makes up what is lacking in that 
person (consider again Genesis 2:18).  Biblical teaching, human history, physiologic necessity, and the 
need for the procreation of the race make clear that the standard human condition is in a marriage 
relationship.    
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V10 – The disciples were troubled by this, because it was so different from the prevailing thought.  It also 
took a perceived right and freedom away from men. 
 
VV 11-12 – If God, not man, has joined man and woman in marital union, no man can break it.  This 
explains why a second marriage is adultery.  The first marriage can be broken in the eyes of society but 
cannot be broken in the eyes of Him who made it.  Thus, every sexual union with one’s second or 
subsequent wife or husband is an act of adultery.   
 
The Bible, however, acknowledges human frailty as well.  Once a spouse dies, the surviving spouse is free 
to remarry without the approbation of God.  Sexual immorality on the part of one spouse allows to other 
spouse the option of divorce, but not the requirement to do so.  Also, if a non-believing spouse leaves a 
believing one, the Christian spouse is free to remarry.   
 
V13 – Parents often brought children to their rabbi for blessings, and they brought them to Jesus for 
healing and for blessings.   The disciples, feeling that Jesus was doing more important things, rebuked 
them.  Perhaps trying to protect Him, they tried to restrict access to the Lord.   
 

VV 14-15 – Jesus was indignant (ἀγανακτέω aganakteō – very displeased) at the attempt to restrict access.  

Whereas we might spend our limited time on the important and influential, leaving little for our spouses and 
children, Jesus balanced His between all who needed His help and teachings.  He had no need to cater to 
the mighty of His world because there was nothing that He wanted from them.   
 
Jesus is God, and knows well that no man, however esteemed, has any power of his own.  The only hope 
for man is to realize this and come to his Maker as a little child.  Those who try to approach in pride will not 
receive the kingdom at all.  This verse may imply that children too young and people too mentally 
handicapped to follow Christ belong in the kingdom.   
 
The issue of restricting access to God is real.  Strong forces in the Middle Ages tried to keep the Word of 
God from the common people of Europe.  Powerful forces in the Middle East and Asia today strive to deny 
their citizens access to the Bible.  Each man on earth has individual, direct access to His Creator at all 
times provided he comes on God’s terms.  No intermediary other than Christ is needed.   
 
V16 – Jesus did not keep them at arm’s length, touch them, and shoo them away.  He cradled the children 
in His arms and blessed them.  
 
V17 – Jesus was preparing to leave Perea for His final journey to Jerusalem when a wealthy, young 
synagogue official, came up.  He was undoubtedly raised as a student of the Law, but since his question 
appears to be genuine, may have been in a period of doubt or confusion.  He refers to Jesus as good 

master (διδάσκαλος didaskalos - teacher).   

 

VV 18-19 – The man may have been using the word (ἀγαθός agathos) in the sense of pleasant or 

agreeable.  Jesus used the same word (ἀγαθός agathos) in the sense of good nature, excellent or 

distinguished. In His use of the word, God alone is good.  By making the distinction, Jesus challenged the 
man to reconsider his understanding of good, and also to reconsider what he meant by Jesus being good.  
Jesus continued, supporting the truth and importance of the Law in opening the way to God.   
 
V20 – The man, thinking in terms of strict, outward obedience to the Law, truly believed that he had kept 
the Law completely.  How sadly mistaken this man was!  The Law, the Prophets and the Writings, which he 
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had studied and claimed to understand, condemned his opinions (Psalm 14:1-3, Psalm 53:1-3, Isaiah 59:2-
8).  No man is good, and none have ever kept the Law, save God the Son.   
 
V21 – Jesus saw this man’s great sincerity and felt compassion for him.  Then He turns this man’s world 
upside down.  The Jews believed that material blessings were the direct result of God’s blessings and a 
right standing before Him.  Just as this man thought superficially in his assessment of his own obedience to 
God, losing his possessions would deprive him of his visible status, and following Jesus would deprive him 
of his livelihood.  Superficially keeping the words of the Law was not enough…Jesus required a total 
transformation, and He still does, one that only He can provide. 
 
Note that Jesus was not making works, in this case giving to the poor or impoverishing oneself, a 
prerequisite for salvation.  Salvation is by grace through faith alone, not of works.   
 

V22 – The demand was too much, and the man walked sadly (λυπέω lypeō – to make sorrowful, to 

offend) away.  He turned out not to be blameless after all, trusting more in his riches than the Lord, and 
preferring possessions to his neighbors.   
 
VV 23-26 - Conventional wisdom was that wealth was a blessing from God, just as health was, and the 
wealthy must therefore be high in His favor.  Further, alms-giving conferred salvation and the wealthy could 
give more alms.  Against this idea, Jesus’ statement was shocking.  If the wealthy could not be saved, who 
could? 
 
Wealth is definitely from the Lord but it is not necessarily a blessing and is not a guarantee that the wealth 
was achieved in a right manner.  Wealth also tends to give those who possess it an illusion of self-
sufficiency (Proverbs 30:7-9).       
 
The Babylonian Talmud, containing Jewish traditions transmitted orally since the exile to Babylon in 586 
BC, refers to the rabbinical phrase “an elephant going through the eye of a needle”.  Using the largest land 
animal native to Palestine, Jesus borrows the phrase and inserts a camel rather than an elephant.  There 
is no reason to believe that this phrase refers to a gate in Jerusalem.   
 
V27 – Jesus comes to His bottom line.  Only God can save man.  Man is powerless to save Himself. 
 
V28 – Speaking for the group, Peter sought reassurance that his investment in Christ would be a good 
one.  The disciples had left everything, doing what Jesus told the rich young synagogue ruler to do.  What 
could they expect? 
 
VV 29-31 – Jesus encouraged His followers that those who are obedient to God will be richly rewarded, 
both on earth and in eternity.  However, they will also suffer persecutions from evil men.  Many who seem 
to be first on the earth will be last in eternity, and many who seem humble and poor will be first.   
 
V32 – Jesus was east of the Jordan river in Perea, and now He began His final journey, the long march 
that would take Him to His doom in Jerusalem.  The total journey from Perea would cover 30 miles, and He 
would pass through Jericho and then begin the long, slow climb of 3500 feet to the “Holy City”.  His 
disciples and many other followers traveled behind Him and the air filled with tension about what would 
happen next.  Taking only His twelve, Jesus explained. 
 
VV 33-34 – Jesus was absolutely forthright, using not parables and sugarcoating none of the terrible truth 
of His suffering and death.  He also told them, bluntly, of His final victory, returning in glory from the dead.      
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VV 35-37 – The question of James and John leaves us incredulous.  Did they not hear Him at all, choosing 
instead to believe that Jesus was about to establish His earthly kingdom in Jerusalem in just a few days?  
Or did they hear Him, understand His death and resurrection, and expect Him to set up His kingdom after 
He rose again?  Either way, how sad that they could not get past themselves long enough to think about 
His needs, or the desires of others, in this difficult time.  James and John were asking for primacy in His 
kingdom; seeking self-aggrandizement over the purposes of God. 
 
VV 38-40 – Rather than rebuke them, Jesus asked them if they were prepared to face suffering and death 
for Him.  Uncomprehendingly, they answered yes.  Jesus affirmed that they would face persecution and 
death like Him, but honors from God are given based on His grace, not on selfish ambition.   
 
V41 – The rest of the twelve resented this bold faced power play, especially since they wanted the 
positions of honor and power. 
 
VV 42-43 – Heathen rulers lorded their power over others, but godly leaders act as servants to all.  The 
greatest leader in the kingdom of the Master is the greatest servant. 
 
VV 44-45 – Jesus Himself, God the Son, was the perfect servant, and the perfect sacrifice.  Jesus was the 
ransom (λύτρον lytron – price paid for slaves and captives) of blood required by the justice of God the Father 
for the freeing of mankind from bondage to sin.   
 
V46 – Jesus and His followers had been descending from the eastern Jordan plateau into the Jordan River 
valley, almost 1,000 feet BSL.  From there they went about 5 miles into the plain and into the city of 
Jericho.  A great multitude and a blind beggar, Bartimaeus, met them there.   
 
VV 47-48 – Bartimaeus probably heard one of crowd mention Jesus’ name and, not being able to see 
where He was, began shouting to Him for mercy.  Jesus was famous, but Bartimaeus used His messianic 
title, “Son of David”.  Either he knew about Jesus’ background or he recognized Him as the Messiah.  The 
crowd tried to angrily hush him, perhaps because of the political overtones the title “Son of David” had, but 
Bartimaeus refused to be cowed.   
 
VV 49-50 – The crowd changed its tune when they heard Jesus call him, encouraging Bartimaeus to “take 
courage” (θαρσέω tharseō – be of good comfort).  Though blind, Bartimaeus wasted no time getting to 
Jesus. 
 
VV 51-52 – “Rabboni” (ῥαββουνί rhabbouni – master, chief, prince, title of honor given to someone who is 
more than an ordinary teacher or rabbi) is used only one other time in Scripture, when Mary greets the 
Lord after His resurrection (John 20:16).  Bartimaeus is quick and emphatic in what he wants, and Jesus, 
commending his faith, gives it to him. Christians today can learn from the example of Bartimaeus.   
 
Mark 11 
 
V1 – Traveling 17 miles from Jericho to Jerusalem requires a 2500 foot climb from the Jordan River valley, 
an extension of the Great Rift valley extending from southern Africa to Lebanon.  It was a dangerous road, 
notorious for robber-gangs (Luke 10:30).  Jesus led his followers, single file, on this dry, arduous climb, 
knowing that terrible suffering and certain death awaited Him in Jerusalem.  The group went through 
Bethpage, a small village whose name means “house of unripe figs”, and then into Bethany, on the eastern 
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slope of the Mount of Olives and two miles east of Jerusalem.  Jesus would stay in Bethany, at the house 
of His friends Mary, Martha and Lazarus, during His passion week.   
 
VV 2-3 – The village opposite probably referred to Bethpage, as it was the most reasonable choice this 
close to Bethany.  The colt was a young donkey.  In Israel, animals that had not previously been used for 
their common purpose (yoking an ox or cow, riding a donkey) were suitable for holy things (Numbers 19:2, 
Deuteronomy 21:3, 1 Samuel 6:7).  The owner of the donkey would question what was going on, but as he 
presumably was a follower of Jesus, or at least knew who He was, he would allow it.   
 
VV 4-6 – Events transpired just as Jesus said they would.   
 
V7 – It was common to lay one’s garments on an animal before sitting on it to ride.  Donkey hair can be like 
bristles. 
 
V8 – Beginning in Bethany, Jesus slowly rode the donkey up the eastern side of the Mount of Olives, down 
the western side, across the Kidron valley and into Jerusalem.  His followers, likely more than 100 at this 
time, went before and behind Him talking, shouting, and probably singing.  They laid their garments in the 
road and cut palm branches to welcome and honor their new King.  Here was the man who taught with 
authority, fed the hungry, healed the sick, and cast out demons.  Just a few days before He had done His 
most spectacular miracle, raising Lazarus from the dead!  He was leading His followers into Jerusalem just 
before Passover, the holy feast of the Jews.  Surely this was the Messiah!  What better time to inaugurate 
His kingdom? 
 
Others along the road undoubtedly wanted to know what the commotion was about and many joined in.  “A 
great multitude” of people who were in Jerusalem for the Passover welcomed Him, going out to meet Him 
from the city (John 12:12-13).    
 
Though many of these people were poor and they probably only had a few garments, Jesus never rebuked 
them for their largesse.   
 

VV 9-10 – Hosanna (ὡσαννά hōsanna) is an interjection in Hebrew and originally meant “save now!”  It 

may have meant the same at this time, or simply have been a joyful, expectant greeting.  “Blessed is He 
who comes in the name of the Lord” (Psalm 118:26) is a clearly messianic passage.  “Blessed is the 
coming kingdom of our father David” refers to the imminent establish of the Messianic political kingdom.   
 
The normal population of Jerusalem was 25,000 to 40,000 at that time, but now there were closer to 
100,000 to 120,000 there.  Ferment against the Romans had grown extreme, especially at this time of 
extreme Jewish national pride, when the celebrated their release from Egyptian oppression 1300-1400 
years before.   
 
Taken together and spoken of Jesus, these verses indicate that the people in the crowd expected Jesus 
and His band to arrive in Jerusalem, proclaim a new kingdom, overthrow the Romans and the existing 
order, and inaugurate the Messianic kingdom.  Jesus was deliberately provoking a political crisis by 
entering Jerusalem with His followers at this time and in this triumphant way.   The Sanhedrin, the chief 
religious body of 1st century Israel, the Jewish collaborators and the Roman authorities watched Him 
carefully to see His next move.  They had the most to lose, and would oppose Him to the death.   
 
V11 – After hours of celebration, Jesus entered the Temple, the perfect place for Him to proclaim His 
kingdom and launch a night attack on their enemies.  But all He did was look around and then return to 
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Bethany.  The fervor of the people probably turned to confusion when the time seemed perfect but He 
didn’t strike.   All eyes anxiously awaited His next move, but such confusion and the accompanying 
disappointment probably caused a tottering of some of His political support.  Some probably asked 
themselves, “Maybe He doesn’t have the courage to attack?” 
 
Staying in Bethany gave Jesus some protection from secret arrest by the Sanhedrin and their police.   
 
VV 12-14 – Walking back into Jerusalem from Bethany the next morning, Jesus had the encounter with the 
fig tree.  At first glance, one can imagine a hungry Jesus becoming irrationally angry at the tree which 
failed to provide Him any breakfast.   
 
This incident probably occurred in April and fig trees in Palestine typically have fruit in June.  Figs typically 
grow with the leaves, however, and the presence of leaves on this particular tree implied that it may have 
matured early and already had figs.  Jesus searched the tree, which because it was close to the road was 
probably public property, and found no fruit.   
 
Jesus rebuked the tree because it bore the promise of fruit but actually contained none.  This is exactly the 
same condition the Jewish people were in.  The fig tree was often used to represent the nation of Israel 
(Hosea 9:10, Nahum 3:12).  They were God’s representatives for the salvation of the world, and as such 
they were “public property”.  They were planted in the good physical soil of Palestine and the good spiritual 
soil of God’s word. They developed well.  Despite this, they had no fruit.  This story is not the angry act of a 
capricious deity but the use of a tree to tell the story of a people.   
 
VV 15-17 – Jesus was zealous for the sanctity of the temple.  He “cleansed” it twice in His ministry, once at 
an earlier Passover (John 2:13-16) and again now, in the last week of His life.  This episode occurred in 
the outer court of the Gentiles, the only place in the temple complex that Gentiles were allowed to go.  
Jesus defended His actions with Scripture (Isaiah 56:7). 
 
There was a practical reason to have moneychangers and animal sellers near the temple.  Thousands of 
Jews, proselytes and God-fearers came to Jerusalem at Passover from every corner of the Roman Empire 
and the surrounding lands.  They came to honor God and, in the case of the first two, to sacrifice to Him.  
Greek and Roman coins used by the travelers needed to be exchanged for Jewish or Tyrian coins that 
every Jewish male 20 and older had to pay for temple religious services.   Animals for sacrifice could not 
reasonably be brought over long distances so they needed to be purchased there.   
 
Jesus understood the need for such services, but there were many ways in which this had become corrupt. 

1. The High Priest controlled the temple, and those allowed to sell there were either his family or 
vendors who paid him a steep price to do business there.  With a markup on money changing of 10 
or 12%, there was good money to be made, and the priestly hierarchy, especially the Sanhedrin, 
took a healthy cut.  Everyone in town knew it, and it made a mockery of God’s house. 

2. Gentiles could not worship the Lord in peace, because all of this hustle and bustle was going on in 
the only place they were allowed to worship.  God intended the Jewish people to be a blessing to all 
of the families of the earth (Genesis 12:1-3) and yet they did not seem to care if the Gentiles could 
seek the Lord in the temple or not. 

3. The temple was to be the house of God on earth, the very dwelling place of the Almighty.  Its glory 
and majesty was to reflect His own.    

 
Additionally, people walked through the court, carrying water, merchandise and other things into and 
through the temple courtyard.   
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V18 – The chief priests and the scribes, ostensibly the religious and legal leaders of the people and the 
ones who were supposed to uphold the Law and reflect the glory of God, were the ones who most opposed 
Jesus.  They knew the Old Testament and knew how the temple was supposed to function, but their ears 
were made deaf by the jingle of coins in their pockets from the temple trade.  Jesus was an amazing 
teacher, did mighty works, and threatened their financial gravy train and their political position.  They 
wanted Him dead. 
 
V19 – Jesus and His disciples left Jerusalem shortly before the closing of the city gates every night to stay 
in Bethany. 
 
VV 20-22 – Remembering the incident from the previous morning, the disciples reported the outcome, and 
Jesus used the events to teach about faith. 
 
V23 – In Jewish literature, spiritual leaders who were especially adept at solving difficult problems were 
“rooters up of mountains”.  Jesus may have been using this concept to explain the power of God, revealed 
through faith, to His disciples.  While outstanding Jewish spiritual leaders could “root up mountains”, God 
can pick mountains up (αἴρω airō – to raise, elevate or carry away) and cast (βάλλω ballō –to let go of a 
thing without caring where it falls) them into the sea at the request of His faithful servants.  During His 
ministry, Jesus did not move physical mountains, but He wanted His disciples to understand that God can, 
and His power was available through faith. 
 
VV 24-26 – There are some conditions on the power that Jesus promised to His disciples. 

1. They had to pray, asking God the Father, and believe that He would give them what they want. 
2. When they were standing for prayer, as was the standard Jewish posture, they had to ensure that 

their own hearts were clean.  God does not hear the prayers of believers with sin of any type in their 
hearts.  Confession and repentance are prerequisites to communication with the Almighty.  Non-
believers asking to enter into a saving relationship with Jesus are always heard.    

3. Of special importance, we must be right with other people.   
4. These general statements include many implied tasks.  Existence is not about us, but about the 

Lord.  God does not want to give us power, He wants to give us Himself in eternal relationship 
(Jeremiah (9:23-24) even as we give ourselves to Him.  His commands, not our desires, are 
paramount.   

 
VV 27-28 – Jesus and His disciples returned to Jerusalem the following day, most likely Tuesday of the 
Passion Week.  Hostile members of the Sanhedrin challenged Him again, this time on His authority.  I can 
only imagine Jesus sighing in His heart, knowing how little effect any answer He could give would have on 
their icy hearts.  Jesus knew well that, 72 hours hence, these same men would be nailing Him to a cross.  
 
VV 29-30 – Jesus replied with a question which caught them in a political trap.   
 
VV 31-33 - He still had widespread support and these political operators of the Sanhedrin thought they 
needed to keep that fact in mind.  The religious leaders in Jerusalem thought only of diminishing His 
following so that they could arrest and execute Him without provoking a revolt of the people in Jerusalem.   
 
Jesus, on the other hand, kept His focus on the Father’s plan, and knew that despite the evil actions of the 
religious leaders, His perfect eternal purpose, the redemption of the lives of billions, would be 
accomplished.  
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V34 – Jesus closed the trap, and His frustrated assailants quieted.   
 
Mark 12 
 
V1 – Knowing that stories reach deep into the heart of man, Jesus used this one to warn the religious 
leaders who just challenged Him about their imminent fate.  The nation of Israel had long been pictured as 
a vineyard in Scriptures.  Isaiah wrote the famous “Song of the Vineyard” in which he recounts what the 
Lord has done for His people, His vineyard, and how they had not brought forth any fruit.   
 
Since before Abraham, wine had been an important part of life in Palestine.  It was used for drinking, for 
religious offerings (Leviticus 23:13), to revive the faint (2 Samuel 16:2), to sedate those in distress 
(Proverbs 31:6), as medicine (Luke 10:34), and as a gift (1 Samuel 25:18).  With water of uncertain quality 
in much of the ancient world, drinking wine for hydration prevented many water borne communicable 
diseases.  Annual consumption for a Jewish family in the Roman era was 350 liters, compared to six liters 
today.  Winemaking was second only to piracy as a profitable industry, and wine was a major export from 
Palestine.  Thus, Jesus’ listeners would have well understood His parable.   
 
This landlord did everything he needed to do.  The wall protected the vineyard against animals and thieves, 
the tower provided the workers a shelter from the elements and allowed them to see approaching threats, 
and the vats and presses were required to make wine.  The capital investment was large, but so was the 
expected return.  It was common for investors to begin such a project, leave others to operate it, and 
become absentee land lords.   
 
VV 2-5 – Harvest time would have been the fifth growing season after planting the vineyard.  The absentee 
landlord sent various trusted representatives to his tenants trying to collect his lawful return on investment.  
The tenants abused many and even killed some.  In this parable, these slaves represent the Old 
Testament prophets sent to bring Israel back to Him. 
 
VV 6-8 – The landlord, a just and forgiving man, finally sends his son.  He had every right to punish the 
tenants for refusing him his due and attacking his servants, but he gives them one last chance.  Sadly, the 
tenants do not respect him, but sinking further into wickedness, murder him.  Had the landlord been less 
merciful, he would have destroyed the tenants and saved his child.   So is God’s great mercy towards us. 
 
V9 – Jesus brings His tale to its bloody climax.  The tenants are destroyed and the vineyard is given to 
others. 
 
VV 10-11 – Using Psalms 118:23, Jesus interpreted His story for the Jewish religious leaders around Him.  
They rejected the Son, but this stone would be the cornerstone for the Father’s kingdom.   
 
V12 – The scribes and priests wanted to arrest and kill Him, but this was Passover week and many in the 
crowd who heard the parable supported Him.  They would have to wait for a better moment.   
 
V13 – Though Jesus was in Jerusalem and easily in their clutches, the Sanhedrin had to have a pretext to 
arrest Him without the fury of the crowds.  Thus they sent some representatives to trap Him. 
 
V14 – With a little flattery, the Pharisees and Herodians (a political group supporting the regency of Herod) 
knew that if He opposed the poll tax to Caesar, He would be arrested for sedition against Rome.  If He 
supported it, He would lose the support of the majority of Jews who were against it, thus making it easier to 
arrest Him without provoking a riot among the people.  
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VV 15-17 – Jesus knew that this flattery was the “kisses of an enemy” (Proverbs 27:6) and was not 
deceived.  He challenged their hypocrisy, and used a common object to illustrate His point.  By this 
answer, Jesus did not oppose the tax, nor did He explicitly support it.  The question of what belongs to the 
government is left unanswered, and the Son of Man escaped another snare of His enemies.  The 
Pharisees and Herodians were speechless.   
 
One wonders how Jesus, days away from death at the hands of these very men, had the strength and 
presence of men to answer them so patiently and so cleverly.  Other men would have never gone to 
Jerusalem in the first place, escaped when the pressure was too much, sunk into depression or insanity, or 
at least lashed back in anger at these so called teachers who were leading their people into destruction.   
 
V18 –The Sadducees were at the top of the social and financial ladder in first century Israel and 
collaborated with Rome to maintain their position.  The majority of the religious governing body, the 
Sanhedrin, were Sadducees.  Their balance of power with the Romans was simple.  They would use their 
religious influence to keep the Jews quiet, and the Romans would protect their place atop Jewish society.   
 
VV 19-23 - The Sadducees now attacked Him on a theological paradox.  Unlike the Pharisees, they did not 
believe in a bodily resurrection.  They considered themselves adherents to the Pentateuch and since 
Moses nowhere teaches bodily resurrection, they denied it.  Deuteronomy 25:5 teaches Levirate marriage, 
that a widow becomes the wife of her deceased husband’s brother.  This was included in the Law to 
preserve the names of families and the identity of tribes.  The Sadducees reasoned that if people were 
resurrected from the dead, the woman and all of her husbands would rise again.  She would therefore 
become the wife of many husbands.  They concluded, therefore, that the Scripture did not teach the 
resurrection of the dead.  They used this reasoning to challenge Jesus. 
 

V24 – They erred (πλανάω planaō – to be led astray) because they did not know (εἶδον eidon – to 

perceive or understand) the Scriptures, despite the fact that they considered themselves experts in it, nor 
the power of God.    
 
There is a great lesson here for us all.  We must know the Bible.  We must know it, all of it, and continually 
refresh our knowledge.  We must pray for the Spirit to instruct us in all of Scripture, and only then will we 
begin to understand the power of God.  The Sadducees ignored large parts of the Old Testament, including 
the books of history, poetry, and the major and minor prophets (the “Writings and the Prophets” in Jewish 
parlance).  They preferred, in their arrogance, to focus only on what they considered to be the best, the 
most important.  The Bible, all of it, is a gift from God, and we do not have the authority to ignore whichever 
parts we don’t like.   
 
V25 – Saints after death will have no exclusive personal relationships such as marriage.  We will be in 
perfect relationship with the Lord, with our brethren, and with all of creation, just as the angels are. We will 
still be human, as Christ is human.  Men will never be angels.   
 
VV 26-27 – Jesus always meets us where we are.  The Sadducees accepted only the Books of Moses, 
and He drew His argument from there.  At that time God spoke to Moses through the burning bush (1200-
1400 BC), Abraham, Isaac and Jacob had been dead about 400 years.  Nonetheless, they were alive, 
more alive than ever, in eternity with the Lord.   Exodus 3:6 uses the present tense to prove this.  The 
Sadducees could have realized the truth of the resurrection directly from the Torah, or they could have 
learned it from the rest of the Scriptures.  They did neither.  Even in Acts, about 30 years later, they still 
didn’t get it (Acts 23:6-10).  Their “great mistake” would cost them dearly in eternity. 
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V28 - The scribe mentioned in this passage is both astute and insightful.  He realized that Jesus had 
revealed a great truth in His answer, and came to inquire more.  His question, though, was not in the same 
spirit as the others.   
 
VV 29-31 – Jesus sensed the difference in this man’s question, and answered Him directly, not with 
questions (Mark 11:27-30), parables (Luke 10:29-37), or demonstrations (Matthew 17:24-27) as He 
answered those who asked in an accusing spirit.  As was His practice, Jesus answered from Scripture 
(Deuteronomy 6:4-5, Leviticus 19:18).   
 
VV 32-33 – The scribe knew this to be true from his study of the Law, and seems to almost rejoice at 
Jesus’ sound answer.  He then replied with Scripture (Deuteronomy 6:5, 1 Samuel 15:22) and correctly 
interpreted it, saying that genuine love is far more important than ceremony.   
 
V34 – This is one of Jesus’ few positive interactions with Jewish religious leaders, and shows that He 
would welcome them into His kingdom if only they would choose to understand.  Jesus recognized 
intelligence in the man’s answer, not the typical angry dogmatism He found so often.  As a result, He 
publicly praised him in the sight of others, even his contemporaries, the other religious leaders standing 
around.  At the same time, in saying that the man was “not far” from the kingdom of God, Jesus told him 
that he was not yet in the kingdom.   
 
Having just heard His “parable of the vineyard”, the other scribes, Pharisees and Sadducees knew that 
Jesus did not consider them to be members of God’s kingdom.  So, they were probably amazed that He 
complimented one of them.  They assumed that He was as rigidly opposed to them as they were to Him, 
and were surprised and disconcerted when He was not.  For His part, Jesus was probably refreshed by 
finding someone with Spirit-endowed understanding.   
 
VV 35-37 - The Jews in first century Palestine chafed under the rule of the Romans, and thoughts of the 
Messiah, the one who would deliver Israel from foreign oppression and set up God’s permanent kingdom 
on earth, were never far from mind.  This week was Passover, a remembrance of God’s mighty deliverance 
from Egypt, so Messianic fervor was even higher.   
   
Jesus opted to use this to teach that the Messiah, who scribes typically referred to as a human “Son of 
David” based on Psalms 110:1, was actually God Himself.  His line of reasoning is as follows: 
 

1. Under the power of the Holy Spirit, David said “God (יהוה Yĕhovah) said to my Lord (אדון 'adown – 

lord, king, master, God)”.  Jesus used the Greek word (κύριος kyrios – sovereign, ruler) for both. 

2. David was king and father, and in ancient Israel, fathers did not refer to their descendents as lord or 
master.   

3. Thus David, speaking from the power of God, said that God the Father would place all things under 
the feet of David’s Lord, the Divine Messiah.   

 
Jesus did this to show the people that the Messiah is God.  In a few days, He would rise from the dead, 
something only God could do.  Therefore, Jesus is God and Jesus is the Messiah. 
 
VV 38-40 – There was a large crowd around and they were enjoying His teachings.  Jesus now began to 

warn them of the erroneous teachings of the religious leaders.  “Beware” (βλέπω blepō) means to watch 
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and see, because this behavior was obvious to anyone who would look at them.   Even as they were wrong 
about the identity of the Messiah, so they used their position for honor before men and personal gain.    
 

Long robes (στολή stolē) refers to the long outer garments worn by respected scholars and men of wealth 

and position.  Respectful greetings were given in the public marketplaces where large numbers of people 
could be found.  Seats in the front of the synagogue were reserved for the most noble.   
 
At this time in first century Palestine, the separation of religion and government so important to modern 
Americans (and even taught in a form in Old Testament Israel, 1 Samuel 13:5-14, 2 Chronicles 26:16-20) 
neither existed nor was even desired. Scribes handled legal matters as well as religious matters, and used 
their legal power to defraud the helpless in the community, such as widows.   
 
V41 – Thirteen trumpet shaped urns located in the court of women were used to collect offerings, such as 
the half-shekel required from every man over age 20 in Israel.  This court was a popular gathering place 
and was undoubtedly very crowded.  Jesus sat down near one of the receptacles to watch.   
 

V42 – Mark gives the Jewish term (λεπτός leptos – small brass coin) and the Roman equivalent 

(κοδράντης kodrantēs), about 1/64 of a denarius or about 11 minutes worth of daily wages for an average 

laborer (12 hours x 60 minutes/64).   
 
VV 43-44 – Widows wore special garments and were easily identifiable (Genesis 38:14).  Jesus used her 
example to teach His disciples the true nature of faith, in this case worked out in sacrificial giving.   
 
Mark 13 
 
V1 – Herod’s temple, as Solomon’s before it, was a magnificent building.  It commanded the skyline of 
Jerusalem from the Temple Mount, was built of granite and wood and adorned in precious metals. The 
Galilean disciples had probably never seen it’s equal.   
 
V2 – In what was undoubtedly a surprise to the disciple, Jesus prophesied that this temple, still unfinished 
since the reign of Herod the Great, would be demolished.  In 70 AD during the Jewish rebellion against 
Rome, legions under Titus killed up to one million Jews and fulfilled His words.   
 
VV 3-4 – It was probably Wednesday afternoon and Jesus and His group had left the temple enroute to 
their lodging at Mary, Martha and Lazarus’ house in Bethany.  While climbing the west side of the Mount of 
Olives they stopped to rest, possibly in the Garden of Gethsemane.  Jesus had mentioned the destruction 
of the temple just a few minutes before, and the disciples asked Him when it would happen.  Jesus replied 
in what is known as the Olivet Discourse, one of His most famous. 
 
VV 5-6 – Jesus’ first concern is that His disciples not be misled by false christs.  This passage refers 
directly to people who would deceitfully claim to be the Messiah of Israel.  However, since the concept of 
the messiah had both religious and secular political meaning, we must beware not only religious leaders 
who claim to be able to save us from our problems and provide our needs but political leaders as well.  
Psalm 146:3 tells us to trust neither in princes nor in any mortal man for our salvation, physical or spiritual. 
 
Yet from time immemorial man has looked to kings and clerics to meet their material needs and to give 
them meaning in life.  Political leaders have promised to protect and feed their people, and to save them 
from all sorts of disaster.  While it is the responsibility of all leaders to help organize society for the benefit 
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of all, no mortal man has the power to do what people need.  God alone is able, and He must be the focus 
of our trust.   
 

VV 7-8 – Wars and natural disasters are only the beginning of labor pains (ὠδίν ōdin – severe pain 

associated with childbirth) for the birth of the Holy Kingdom.  Like labor pains become more severe and 
more frequent as the infant’s birth becomes immanent, so will these troubles be before the end of time.   
 

V9 – Every Jewish town of greater than 100 men had a council (συνέδριον synedrion - sanhedrin) attached to 

the synagogue for trying religious matters and some infractions of civil law.  They could fine or impose 
other penalties up to 39 lashes so as not to violate the Law (Deuteronomy 25:1-3).  Opponents of the 
gospel would not stop there, however.  Jesus predicted that they would persecute believers with the full 
power of the government behind them.    This prediction was tragically fulfilled in the early church (Acts 
5:40, Acts 8:1-3, 2 Corinthians 11:23-27).   
 
V10 – The entire world must hear the gospel before Jesus comes again. 
 
V11 – True believers will be well versed in the Holy Scriptures from years of faithful service to the Lord.  
When the inevitable persecution comes, the Holy Spirit will bring to their hearts and minds how to respond 
to their oppressors.  When Paul stood before his accusers, the religious leaders in Jerusalem, and the 
governing authorities, he gave his testimony and the gospel message (Acts 22-26).  It is hard to do better 
than that.   
 
V12 – Families will oppose one another and betray one another. 
 
V13 – Opposition to the people of Christ will be widespread, but those who are truly indwelt by the Holy 
Spirit will endure to the end and will be saved. 
 
V14 – The abomination of desolation is found in apocalyptic visions in Daniel 9:27, 11:31 and 12:11.  It has 
many interpretations. 
 

1. Antiochus Epiphanes IV, king of the Seleucid empire from 175-164 BC and son of Antiochus 
Epiphanes III “The Great”, erected a statue of Zeus and sacrificed a pig on the altar in the Temple at 
Jerusalem in 167 BC in an effort to destroy Judaism and replace it with Greek religions.  Jesus 
spoke of the future when He made this prophecy, and so while this was probably the original 
abomination of desolation, it clearly was not the one that He was referring to.   

2. Roman armies under Titus surrounded the city of Jerusalem in 70 AD, eventually capturing the city, 
decimating the people and destroying the Temple.  

3. The final Antichrist will defile the Temple in the end times of the world. This implies that the Temple 
must be rebuilt and the sacrificial system, at least in some sense, reinstated.  

 
VV 15-17 – All of the times of the abomination of desolation are terrible, regardless of which event, or 
combination of events, it refers to.  It was to be so awful that people needed to flee without even a cloak 
(outer garment) or other provisions from the house.  The armies of Antiochus and Titus massacred 
children, disemboweled pregnant women, and raped and murdered at will.  The Jewish rebels were equally 
brutal.   
 
V18 – Winter in Palestine is a time of heavy rainfall, making streams impassible and preventing escape.  
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VV 19-20 – This passage on the tribulation suggests that the Roman siege under Titus is not the 
Tribulation Christ is referring to, but that Jesus is speaking of events even in our future, 2000 years later.   
Many would call this the Great Tribulation (Revelation 7:14).  In His mercy, God will cut short 

(κολοβόω koloboō – mutilate, amputate) those days, which would have killed everyone on earth, the sake of 

His chosen people. 
 
VV 21-23 – The times will be so desperate that people will be looking for someone to lead them to safety.  
Satan will raise people up as “christs” to deceive the masses and lead them to him.  God’s people are to 
listen carefully to His word so they are not led astray.   
 
VV 24-26 – Jesus quotes Isaiah’s prophecy of “the Day of the Lord” (Isaiah 13:10), the day when history 
ends and God’s final judgment begins.  He then uses Isaiah 34:4 and finally Daniel 7:13, also referring to 
the end game of human history.   The universe as we know it will be consumed, and a grand and glorious 
new creation will arise from the ashes of the old.  Jesus will return in His second coming in glory and 
power; far different than the humility and seeming weakness of His first. 
 
Jesus built His prophecy of the Last Days on the words of great prophets, inspired by God, in ages past.  
This tied His words in the minds of the disciples to Scriptural authorites long recognized by the Jews, and 
demonstrated the sweep of God’s work throughout history.    
 

V27 – On the Day of the Lord, Jesus will send His angels to gather His elect (ἐκλεκτός eklektos – chosen 

ones), just as He alludes to in the parable of the wheat and the tares (Matthew 13:24-30).  
 
VV 28-29 – Man was good at predicting future events such as the coming of summer from natural 
phenomena such as fig trees coming into leaf.  At the same time, they need to correctly judge future events 
and spiritual happenings from the words of Jesus (cf. Luke 12:54-57).   
 
In the episode with the fig tree (Mark 11:12-14), the tree was already in full leaf with summer still two 
months away.  The tree gave the appearance of fruitfulness but was barren.  How important for us to be 
able to correctly judge, because looks can deceive. 
 

V30 – Generation (γενεά genea) can refer to successive members of a genealogy, for example, the 

biological race of the Jews.  If so, Jesus meant that the Jewish race would not pass away before these 
things happen.  It can also mean an age or a generation, the sum of people born in a certain era.  If this 
was Jesus’ meaning, He clearly was not referring to His listeners because they are all dead and the Day of 
the Lord has not yet come to earth.  He was most likely referring to the generation that sees these events.   
 
V31 – The physical universe will pass away but God’s words, a direct manifestation of His nature, will not.  
 
VV 32-33 – Only the first person of the Godhead, God the Father, knows the date and time of the Day of 
the Lord.   Therefore, Christians must be alert for the signs.    We must know what is going on around us, 
both the works of God and the dangers from man.  We must also pray, beseeching God to us His power to 
help His children and listening for His commands to us to act.  The Magi in the Nativity story were the only 
ones who were watching (they scanned the sky and saw the star) and praying (receiving God’s command 
with the result of eventually acting on it).    
 

VV 34-37 – The master was taking a “far journey” (ἀπόδημος apodēmos – away from his people) and could 

return at any time.  Such journeys in the first century were dangerous, both from natural and human 
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hazards, and a wealthy master would want and need to be let into his home quickly.  The doorman stood at 
the outer gate of the courtyard around the house and waited to open it when the master of the house came 
home.  The night watch in Roman times began at 6 pm, changed at 9 pm, 12 am, and 3 am, and the last 
watch ended at sunrise (6 am).    
 
Mark 14 
 
VV 1-2 – Wednesday evening of Passover week, the religious leaders in Jerusalem sat in council to decide 
how to seize and kill Jesus.  Jesus had powerful support among the people, and handling His case 
carefully would accomplish their twin goals; His death and the avoidance of violence among the people.   
 
V3 – Jesus had finished His discourse with the disciples on the Mount of Olives and returned to Bethany.    
The timing of this next incident, the anointing of Jesus, is confusing.  Some commentators believe that it 
occurred on the Saturday before Passover (John 12:1) rather than on Wednesday night of Passover week 
as would be expected if this part of the account were chronological.  Others teach that it was Wednesday 
night.   
 
Lepers were outcasts from the community and Jews not infected with this dreaded disease were not 
allowed to associate with them.  Simon, therefore, must have been cured by Jesus, regained a normal life, 
but retained his moniker.  Mary, sister of Martha and Lazarus, is the woman who anointed Jesus’ feet.  The 

flask was made of calcite alabaster, had a long neck, and contained spikenard (νάρδος nardos), sweet 

smelling and costly perfume made from the nard plant from the Indian Himalayas.  Usually diluted for the 
sake of economy, Mary used pure, unadulterated spikenard to anoint Jesus.   
 
V4 – Judas, the treasurer for the group who used to rob from their money box, was angry at the supposed 
waste (John 12:4-6), and the other disciples followed suit (Matthew 26:8).   
 
V5 – This perfume was probably her most precious possession, perhaps intended for her wedding, costing 
a year’s wages.  She did not understand what was going to happen to Jesus, but out of profound love for 
Him, anointed Him. 
 
For her sacrifice, she was scolded by Jesus’ closest men, His disciples.  Rather than commending her for 
her great love, they decried her frivolous waste.  Undoubtedly most had good intentions of helping the 
poor, and did not know that Judas intended to steal it all.   
 
VV 6-8 – Jesus rebuked the disciples for scolding her generous and loving act.   He was not insensitive to 
the needs of the poor, for he had healed and fed thousands of them, but knew that now was the time for a 
sacrifice of a different sort.  There would never be a time when they could not show compassion to the 
needy, but Jesus’ time would be over in just two days.  He explained to them all the meaning of this 
anointing…to prepare Him for burial.   
 
People are notorious for accusing others of “wasting” resources, which often means not using them the 
way the accusers think they should.  Christians are not exempt.  This story must be a stern warning to us, 
especially leaders who think we know how to best use God’s resources.  He owns them and knows best 
what to do.  Acts done from a genuine love for the Lord should never be condemned.    
 
V9 – Jesus prophesied that her act of love for Him would be her legacy throughout the generations.  
Everyone wants their lives to count for something that will outlive them, and Jesus never condemns this.  
Rather, He knew that works done for Him are the only ones that last. 
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VV 10-11 – In this verse we return to Wednesday night.  Judas Iscariot was a member of the political party 
of the Zealots, who wanted bloody revolt against Rome and Jewish independence.  Iscariot refers to “man 
of Kerioth”, a Judean town 23 miles south of Jerusalem.    Therefore he was the only disciple who was not 
from Galilee.   
 
It is not clear why Judas decided to betray Jesus.  Perhaps it was anger or greed.  Certainly it included 
disappointment that Jesus was not leading an army against Rome.  Some believe that Judas was trying to 
put Jesus into a position in which He had to use His great powers to avoid arrest, thus provoking a battle 
with the Jewish authorities which would grow into a full scale rebellion against Rome.  When Jesus did not 
resist the Jews but was arrested and condemned, Judas saw that his plan had failed, was wracked with 
remorse, and killed himself (Matthew 27:1-5).  Either way, Judas’ action was evil.   
 
V12 – The Passover lamb was to be sacrificed and the Passover meal consumed on Thursday night of 
Passover week.  The disciples Peter and John (Luke 22:8) went to Jesus to ask about His plans for the 
meal. 
 
VV 13-15 – As was the case with the triumphal entry (11:2-3), Jesus knew what would come to pass to the 
last detail.   The owner of an expensive house in Jerusalem, one large enough to have a furnished room 
big enough for 13 people to dine together, would not have been carrying his own water.  Further, carrying 
water was women’s work so a man carrying water would stand out.  Jesus referred to Himself as the 
“Teacher” so the owner must have been a follower of Christ.  Church tradition holds that this was the house 
where the young John Mark, who wrote this gospel, lived.   
 
VV 16-17 – Peter and John found everything as Jesus had spoken and prepared the dinner.  In the 
evening, they came together to eat.  This was the last night of Jesus’ life.   
 
VV 18-21 – Jesus’ first task at the Last Supper was to get Judas out of the room before He began His final 
teaching to His true disciples.   He did this by bringing up His betrayal early and identifying His betrayer 
clearly enough so that he would leave as soon as possible lest the other disciples, tired and confused, 
caught on.   Judas was probably surprised to know that Jesus knew his plan and Jesus’ statement, “it 
would have been good had he never been born”, may have been a final warning to Judas to repent.   
 
VV 22-24 – Judas was gone, and Jesus began His final teaching.  His task now was to prepare the 
disciples for life and ministry after His death.  To do this, He initiated a rite to help them understand who He 
was and remember Him in the long and hard years ahead.  The Passover feast used the blood and flesh of 
a lamb to remind God’s people of when He delivered them from Egypt.  Jesus supplanted the blood and 
flesh of a lamb with the blood and flesh of the Lamb of God, Himself, as He transitioned His followers from 
the Passover feast to the Lord’s Supper.   
 
V25 – Jesus spoke plainly.  He would soon die.   
 
V26 – Mark omitted many of Jesus’ teachings during the Last Supper.  They sang a hymn, possibly Psalm 
118, the last Psalm of the Jewish Hallel, and retired to one of His favorite places near Jerusalem, the 
Garden of Gethsemane.   
 
VV 27-28 - On the way, probably in the Kidron valley, Jesus warned His disciples that they would fall away 
from Him, in fulfillment of Zechariah 13:7.   Then He told them where to meet Him after His death and 
resurrection.  This affirmed that their falling away would only be temporary.   
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The night was surreal and the disciples were bewildered, not understanding what we happening or why.  
Jesus had been absolutely clear that He would be killed in the immediate future, and equally clear that He 
would rise from the dead.  He then told His men where to meet Him after all this, as if He were setting up a 
business meeting in another state.  To the natural mind, the combination defies comprehension.  No 
wonder the disciples didn’t get it.  
 
VV 29-31 – If they didn’t understand the part about Jesus’ future, they certainly knew what He was saying 
about them, and rejected it.  Peter protested the prophecy, as did the others.  Their self confidence would 
lead to their defection.   
 
Mark wrote that the rooster would crow twice, while the other Evangelists only mention one crow.  Roosters 
crow any time they wish, but tend to crow in the early morning at the first hint of light on the horizon.   
 

VV 32-34 – At the darkest time in His life, Jesus prayed.  Very distressed (ἐκθαμβέω ekthambeō – terrified 

and amazed) and troubled (ἀδημονέω adēmoneō – depressed, heavily weighted down) are the strongest Greek 

words available to describe fear and agony of the soul. The terror and weight of sin was crushing down on 
Him, and He was close to death.   
 
Even though Jesus was God, His human nature needed the support of others and He took His closest 
disciples, Peter, James and John, to stay with Him.  Also, He wanted to teach the leaders of the disciples a 
valuable lesson about adversity.   
 
VV 35-36 – Jesus went a few yards away to pray.  Jewish men typically stood to pray, but in times of great 
distress, they would bow to their knees.  Knowing Almighty God as His intimate Father, He asked if it was 
in the Father’s plan to relieve Him of this fate.  However, Jesus bound Himself to His Father’s will. 
 
VV 37-38 – Peter, James and John, bewildered and exhausted, had fallen asleep during the hour that 
Jesus had prayed.  He did not rebuke them, but warned them to watch and pray, repeating His admonition 
in 13:33, against the evil hour.     
 
VV 39-40 – The process repeated itself. 
 
VV 41-42 – While Jesus prayed, Judas, leading a party to arrest Him, left the temple, exited the temple 
gate in Jerusalem, crossed the Kidron valley and climbed the Mount of Olives to the Garden that he knew 
well.  Now they arrived.  Jesus undoubtedly heard them coming, while the others could not because they 
were asleep.   
 
V43 – Mark refers to Judas only as “one of the twelve”, a remarkably restrained statement considering his 
despicable act.  The band included representatives of the Sanhedrin, temple guards wielding clubs and 
some Roman soldiers with their characteristic short swords.  The chief priests sent enough men to quickly 
overcome whatever resistance the apostles put up, and would have had to get some soldiers from Pilate.  
Jesus’ arrest was on Friday morning, shortly after midnight.   
 
VV 44-46 – “Rabbi” was a title of honor and affection.  A kiss on the cheek was a sign of honor and 
affection, often between a child and a parent or student and his master.  The greeting “Rabbi” grabbed the 
attention of the band in the dim torch light and the kiss definitively identified Jesus.  Both display how 
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duplicitous and wicked Judas really was.  The disciples were groggy, just waking up, and barely aware of 
what was going on.  Then they seized Him. 
 
V47 – There were two swords among the disciples (Luke 22:38) and the two most likely people to use 
them were Peter and Simon the Zealot.  John 18:10 identifies the man as Peter.  The gospel of Mark was 
written in sometime in the early 50s AD, during Peter’s lifetime, and identification here could have caused 
his arrest.  John was written between 80 and 90 AD, over 20 years after Peter’s martyrdom, and carried no 
such danger.  
 
Peter was no swordsman.  Rather than target the larger and less mobile mass of the chest or abdomen, 
Peter flailed wildly with his sword at the head of his opponent.  This high ranking servant to the high priest 
was there to make sure things went well and was probably unarmed.  Jesus, still master of the situation, 
rebuked Peter, healed the slave, and spoke to His captors (Luke 22:50-53).  
 
VV 48-49 – Rather than coming to Jesus as a teacher, they treated Him as a dangerous criminal.  Rather 
than arresting Him in full sight of the people while He sat teaching in the temple, they did their wretched 
deeds under cover of darkness, where no man could see their sin.  Nonetheless, Jesus would not resist, 
because this was the plan of God as foretold by the Scriptures. 
 
V50 – Seeing His refusal to resist, the disciples, now fully awake, fled.  If He would not save Himself, they 
would surely save themselves (or at least try).  In such cases, after the leader of a rebellion was struck 
down, authorities would pursue his main followers and exterminate them.   
 
VV 51-52 – This man in his late teens, was probably John Mark.  He was a follower of Jesus and son of the 
owner of the house where Jesus ate the Last Supper with His disciples.  Mark accompanied the group to 
the garden and may have been asleep when Judas came.   
 
V53 - The chief priests, elders, and scribes were assembled to confront Jesus in the house of Caiaphas, 
the high priest from 18-36 AD, shortly after midnight.  That this trial was done in a private home and under 
cover of darkness was scandalous.   
 
V54 – After the band who made the arrest led Jesus into the house, part of it disbanded and part of it 
stayed in the high priest’s courtyard awaiting further instructions.  In the meantime on this cold April night, 
they built a fire and warmed themselves by it.  Peter lagged behind the soldiers and also came into the 
courtyard and next to the fire, hoping to remain unnoticed.   
 
VV 55-56 – The Sanhedrin accused Jesus but found no grounds for the death penalty.  Deuteronomy 17:6 
and 19:15 require consistent testimonies from at least two witnesses to convict someone, and while Jesus 
had many accusers, they did not agree.  It is ironic that at this blatantly illegal trial this priestly community 
would worry about holding to this part of the Law.  
 
VV 57-59 – Jesus had made many statements about the Temple (John 2:19-22, Mark 13:1-2) but never 
said that He would destroy it.  His accusers apparently wanted to prove that He was disloyal to the Jewish 
religion.   
 
VV 60-61 – Caiaphas was growing tired of this fruitless questioning and, intent on finding grounds to 
execute Jesus, questioned Him directly.  He asked the one question on which their entire case rested, “Are 
you the Messiah, the Son of God?”  He was clever enough to go directly to the heart of the matter.   
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Christians today are wrong to view the Jewish religious leaders as ignorant.  They were actually very 
learned men.  Many were firm in their convictions and truly thought that they were serving God.  Saul of 
Tarsus is a great example.     
 
The Jews thought it sacrilegious to use the actual name of God, and “son of the blessed one” is an attempt 
to avoid using it.  Knowing that the Council was planning to condemn Jesus to death, a lesser man might 
have answered every charge, hoping desperately to save his life.  Jesus did not for several reasons. 
 

1. He already knew the outcome, death, and saying anything to try to avoid it was outside of the will of 
the Father. 

2. Answering would legitimize the ridiculous accusations of His enemies. 
3. His serene silence was itself a strong statement of His innocence, obvious to anyone to had eyes to 

see it. 
4. His composure was and would remain in the future a witness to the truth of the words He spoke.  It 

would serve well to bring others to Him in the future. 
 
The comparison and contrast between Caiaphas in this story and Peter just before the Transfiguration, 
only a few weeks before (Mark 8:27-29), is fascinating.   
 

1. Both understood that Jesus was claiming to be the Messiah.   
2. Both had either seen or heard of His miracles.   
3. Both had heard His teaching.   
4. Both knew a lot about Jesus.  Caiaphas had sent many commissions to investigate Him and 

undoubtedly studied the reports. 
 
But Peter knew that He was the Messiah, and Caiaphas was convinced that He was a pretender.  The 
difference was the work of the Spirit in Peter (Matthew 16:16-17).   
 

V62 – “I am” (ἐγώ egō εἰμί eimi) is used in the New Testament simply as a statement of being, such as 

when John said “I am not worthy to untie His sandals” (Matthew 3:11) or when the centurion said “I am a 
man under authority” (Matthew 8:9).   Jesus used it in this way, but He also used the phrase as a 
statement of absolute deity, equal with YHWH of the Old Testament (John 8:58).  In this circumstance, His 
intent was the latter.  In case they misunderstood His bold statement, Jesus promised that they would see 
Him, the Son of Man (a Messianic term) sitting in the position of prime authority (the right hand) next to the 
One of Power (God) and coming from heaven.   
 
What a gutsy, radical statement!  In the last hours of His earthly life, Jesus told the religious leaders of the 
Jewish Sanhedrin that they were about to kill the Messiah, God the Son, and that He, living in power and 
splendor, would come back to judge them.  In the final analysis, Caiaphas and his lieutenants were on trial, 
not Jesus.   
 
VV 63-64 – Caiaphas, deaf to the words and person of Jesus, had what he wanted.  In his mind, Jesus’ 
own words had condemned Him.  He tore his clothes, certainly not out of genuine remorse but 
ceremonially as the high priest.  Caiaphas was undoubtedly pleased that Jesus had incriminated Himself 
and he would soon be rid of this pest.  At his implication, the group convicted Him and sentenced Him to 
death.   
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Was this actually blasphemy, and did Jesus actually deserve to die?  Leviticus 24:10-16 tells the story of 

an Israelite man who cursed (נקב naqab – pierce, bore, express, appoint) the name of God.  God told the people 

to stone the offender.   The context implies that the man spoke evil of God just as Balak asked Balaam to 

 speak evil of and call disaster on the Israelites.  Technically speaking, Jesus did not (naqab נקב)

blaspheme.  However, rabbinic tradition expanded the concept of blasphemy and so by this standard, 
Jesus did commit blasphemy.   
 
Why wasn’t Jesus stoned?  Under Roman suzerainty, the Jewish were not allowed to execute someone.  
Occasionally, they did it anyway (Acts 7:54-60).  They could have done the same to Jesus at this moment, 
but to avoid the outrage of the populace in Jerusalem, the religious leaders wanted Jesus’ blood on the 
hands of the Romans, not their own.   They knew that the Romans would crucify Him, which had the added 
benefit of making Jesus accursed by God according to the Law (Deuteronomy 21:23).   
 
V65 – Humans are evil.  Having just condemned Jesus to die, why did they feel the need to beat Him, spit 
on Him, and revile Him so?  Perhaps it was just too much fun to miss. 
 
VV 66-67 – The high priest had many household servants, and a servant girl, who may have been the 
doorkeeper (John 18:15-18), suspected that Peter was an associate of Jesus, perhaps by his appearance 
or Galilean accent.   Galilee, and especially Nazareth, was ill regarded in the eyes of the Jews of Judea.      
 
V68 – Peter denied knowing Jesus and walked away to the “porch”, the entryway between the courtyard 
and the street.   
 
VV 69-71 – Bystanders now began to accuse Peter, and his protestations grew in anger. 
 
V72 – The rooster crowed a second time (Peter probably had not heard the first).  Jesus, being led out of 
the house looked at him (Luke 22:61), Peter remembered the Lord’s prophecy, and fled in tears.  We hear 
no more of him in the crucifixion narrative.   
 
Mark 15 
 
V1 – Jesus’ real trial before the Sanhedrin was over and He had been condemned to die.  However, that 
trial was illegal, held in the middle of the night so as to reach a verdict before the citizens of Jerusalem 
awoke and word spread about what was going on.  The chief priests and scribes wanted Jesus convicted 
before anyone could rally to His defense.  At daybreak, they held another trial before the Sanhedrin to 
provide at least the facade of legitimacy, quickly confirmed their earlier verdict, and sent Him to Pilate for 
another trial.  They could have quietly stoned Jesus and dumped the body but that would have been 
obviously illegal and the blame for the act would have fallen squarely on them.  They would then have the 
wrath of Rome and the rage of Jesus’ supporters to endure.   
 
Pontius Pilate was born in Italy before 1 BC of equestrian (middle class) lineage.  He held various military 
and administrative posts before Tiberias appointed him as Procurator of Judea (and Samaria) around 26 
AD.  Judea was historically a troublesome province for Rome and Pilate’s rule had not gone well.  He had 
sent soldiers into Jerusalem bearing standards (Roman military insignia) that the Jews consider idolatrous.  
Pilate insisted and even threatened to kill the objectors.  They replied that they did not fear death but 
agitated all the more and Pilate relented.  In another case, Pilate took temple money to build an aqueduct.  
The Jews reacted violently and Pilate killed some rioters.  Since Jesus died no later than 30 AD, these 
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episodes occurred no more than four years before.  The Sanhedrin could send an embassy (delegation) to 
Rome protesting his rule and he could be removed, so Pilate needed to win some favor.   
 
V2 – Against this backdrop, Jesus arrived before Pilate.  Pilate’s question addressed the only thing he 
cared about, whether Jesus was a political threat to Rome.  John 18:33-37 explains that Jesus agreed that 
He was the King of the Jews, but not of this world.   
 
VV 3-5 – John 18:38 relates that at this point, Pilate told the chief priests that he found no guilt in Jesus.  
Alarmed that their case may be lost, they began accusing Jesus violently in front of Pilate.  As prophesied 
in Isaiah 53:7, Jesus made no response.   
 
As a judge, Pilate learned the Roman tradition “Fiat justitia ruat caelum – let justice be done though the 
heavens fall”.  Pilate was puzzled at Jesus silence, and sought a way out of this difficult situation that 
would maintain a semblance of justice and also please the Jews.  Luke 23:5-7 says that Pilate now sent 
Jesus to Herod, the nominal king of Galilee who was visiting Jerusalem for the Passover, and therefore 
avoid making a decision by claiming Jesus’ case lay under Herod’s jurisdiction.  Herod was hoping for 
magician’s tricks, and getting none, mocked Jesus and sent Him back to Pilate.   
 
VV 6-8 – Increasingly desperate to weasel out of making a decision, Pilate played another card.  Previous 
Roman governors had appeased the troublesome people of Judea by releasing one prisoner of their 
choice to celebrate the Passover.  By this time in the morning, word had spread of Jesus’ trial and a crowd 
had formed outside Pilate’s headquarters in Antonia fortress.  Pilate assumed that the crowd who had 
welcomed Jesus so enthusiastically just 5 days before would want Him released.    
 
Barabbas was a leader in one of the frequent insurrections of the Jewish rebels against Roman rule.  At 
the same time that he was looking for a way out, the crowd asked Pilate to release a prisoner to them.    
 
VV 9-10 – “The King of the Jews” was intended to remind the crowd of their recent enthusiastic response 
to Jesus and encourage them to choose Him for pardon.  It was also intended as a rebuke to the Jewish 
leaders.  Pilate could be a savvy political operator and knew that the chief priests wanted Him dead 
because they envied His popularity.  He took his case directly to the people.  Pilate wanted Jesus released, 
not just because He was innocent, but also because He wouldn’t trouble Rome.  Barabbas would.   
 
V11 – This crowd was probably not the same group that hailed Jesus during the Triumphal Entry.  It was 
still early in the morning and much of the city was not yet awake.  Supporters of the Sanhedrin may have 
rousted people they knew would oppose Jesus out of bed and into the demonstration, just as political 
groups rally supporters to polling places and voting venues today.   
 
Nonetheless, many people were disappointed with Jesus.  they expected Jesus to ride into the city, form 
an army and depose the Romans as the Messiah was supposed to do.  Now Jesus, their King and 
Messiah, stood alone, silent and unresisting.  They must have found Him a pitiful sight, and were easy prey 
to the chief priests’ demands for Jesus’ death.    
 
One can’t help but wonder where His followers were. 

1. His closest men, the disciples, were cowering in fear for their lives. 
2. Many of His supporters in Jerusalem were still asleep. 
3. A few people loved Him enough to stay with Him and watch carefully, supporting Jesus in His 

darkest hour. 
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The same question applies to every man and woman who ever wore the name “Christian”.  Where are 
you?   
 
VV 12-15 – Pilate could have saved Jesus with a word, as his power was almost absolute in Judea.  His 
pitiful protestations reveal the weakness of his character and his desire to promote his political career over 
the justice due a man he knew was innocent.  He even symbolically washed his hands of the blood of 
Jesus (Matthew 27:24-25), as if he could absolve his guilt by this foolish gesture.  His efforts were in vain.   
 
In 36 AD, a group of Samaritans gathered at Mount Gerazim to find some treasure that Moses ostensibly 
hid there after the Exodus.  He did not, of course, because Moses never crossed the Jordan.  Nonetheless, 
they gathered and were armed.  Pilate interpreted this as a rebellion, sent a strong Roman force and 
butchered the Samaritans.  For this outrage, Pontius Pilate was deposed.  Early church tradition states that 
he probably returned to Italy and that he committed suicide.  Regardless, Pilate never again had a leading 
role in Roman Imperial government.  His surrender in Jesus’ case brought him nothing but injustice and 
historical infamy.   
 
V16 – The incident with the crowd must have happened outside the fortress or perhaps on a balcony 
overlooking the street.  Now officially condemned, Jesus was taken back into the fortress.  The Praetorium 
was Pilate’s official residence, located in the Fortress of Antonia.  The whole Roman garrison of the fort, 
600 men, were called together to handle this politically sensitive prisoner.   
 
VV 17-19 – Knowing He was condemned, the Roman troops saw no reason not to torment Him.  Some 
were Romans, but others were probably auxiliaries, conscripts taken from barbarian tribes on frontier 
provinces of the Empire.  Many despised the Jews as backwards troublemakers as much as the Jews 
despised them as pagan oppressors.  This hatred was made worse because Jewish rebels assassinated 
Romans and their collaborators whenever they could.  The chance to mock a Jewish king was too much to 
pass up.  They put Him in purple, the traditional color of royalty because the dyes were so expensive, and 
wove a crown of thorns for His head.  While the thorns dug into His bleeding head, they spat on Him, beat 
Him with a stick, and ridiculed Him.       
 
Please see the special topic, On the Physical Death of Jesus Christ, for more details.   
 
V20 – Their “fun” over, the soldiers sent Him out of the fortress.  These men, hard and cruel, had never 
met Jesus before today, though they probably heard rumors about Him.  Only the wickedness in their 
hearts and the pressure of their peers can account for such cruelty.   
 
V21 – Simon was from the North African city of Cyrene.  The city was founded as a Greek colony in 630 
BC in present day eastern Libya near the modern village of Shahhat.  Simon was in Jerusalem observing 
the Passover and was the father of Alexander and Rufus (Romans 16:13).     
 
V22 – Golgotha was on a main road outside the city walls, but the exact site is unknown.  The traditional 
site, to the west of the city, was identified by Queen Helena, the mother of the Emperor Constantine, during 
a pilgrimage to Jerusalem in 326 AD.  The Church of the Holy Sepulchre is built there today.  The alternate 
site is north of the city, a place identified in the 19th century by British general Charles “Chinese” Gordon.  It 
is a hill which resembles a skull, has tombs beneath it and is surrounded by a garden.  The evidence for 
this site is weaker than that for the other.   
 
V23 - Tradition suggests that pious women of Jerusalem provided this wine.  Myrrh was intended to 
deaden pain and wine was intended to make it drinkable.  The Jews had a long tradition of providing wine 
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to the suffering (Proverbs 31:6).  Jesus refused the drink because even on the cross, He had ministry to 
do.  His ministry to the thief, His provision for His mother and His words fulfilling prophecy would have been 
impossible if He had been drugged.   He had also said that He would not again drink wine before He 
returned in His kingdom (cf. 14:25).   
 
V24 – Executioners routinely divided up the possessions of the condemned among themselves.  Hundreds 
of years before, the Psalmist wrote that this would happen to the Messiah (Psalm 22:18). 
 
V25 – The third hour was 9 am. 
 
V26 – Regular practice was to write the charge on a board (titulus – Latin for inscription or label) above the 
head of crucified man so that onlookers would know why He was being executed.  In this case, Jesus was 
being killed because, from the official Roman point of view, He was a threat to the rule of Rome.   
 
V27 – These men may have been involved in the rebellion with Barabbas.  Early Christian tradition in the 
Old Latin text identifies these men as Zoathan and Chammatha.  There is no independent confirmation of 
these names but as it was not necessary to the narrative to name the men at all and these names are 
certainly Semitic, they are probably accurate.  Later apocryphal texts name them Dysmas and Gestas, 
names sounding more Greek than Semitic, and these names are less likely.   
 
V28 – The placement of the cross between two thieves fulfilled Isaiah 53:12, written about 700 years 
before.  To the last detail, even to where the cross was placed, God accomplished His amazing work.   
 
It is obvious that the Romans condemned Jesus, a totally innocent man, for wickedness.  The amazing 
miracle of the Gospel is that God the Father condemned Jesus, His own Son, for much greater 
wickedness.  All of the wicked deeds and even the evil natures of everyone who has ever lived or ever will 
live indwelt and tormented Jesus on the cross, and God the Father executed Him for it (2 Corinthians 
5:21).  He did it so that we could escape death, for we actually deserve it, and He did not.   
 
VV 29-30 – Executions were performed on roads leading into town so that passersby would be reminded of 
Roman justice.  The land just outside the Esquiline Gate of Rome and Golgotha west of Jerusalem were 
both used for this purpose.  “Wagging one’s head” was a way of showing scorn against someone (2 Kings 
19:21, Jeremiah 18:16).   
 
VV 31-32 - Jewish religious leaders were in attendance at the Crucifixion, hurling insults at Jesus and 
encouraging others to do the same.  Their mockery was actually a temptation to Jesus, who at any 
moment could have done exactly what they denied.  He did not succumb to this evil, which would have 
destroyed the entire purpose for which He came, just as He withstood earlier temptations (Mark 1:12-13, 
Luke 4:1-13).   
 
The priests’ venom reflects their own bitterness and hatred far more than any malice on Jesus’ part.  They 
got what they wanted, His pitiful shame and agonizing murder, but that was not enough.  Their own 
wickedness and guilt was never more evident, and they were condemned because they utterly refused to 
believe.   
 
The thieves shared in the venomous jest, but though Mark omits the account, one came to know Jesus, 
even in the throes of death (Luke 23:39-43).   
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V33 – An unnatural darkness fell over the area from noon until 3 pm.  Perceptive Jews, who must have 
been a small minority in this crowd, could have put the situation together.  Just as Almighty God caused 
profound darkness to fall as judgment upon Egypt during the original Passover (Exodus 10:21-23), He now 
caused equally fearful darkness to fall upon as judgment upon Israel during the Passover remembrance.  
What they did not know is that it was also judgment upon Jesus for the sins of the world.   
 
V34 – This Aramaic phrase quotes David’s words in Psalm 22:1.  Jesus correctly understood the darkness 
as God, the Father of Light, turning His back on Him.  But David’s cry in this chapter ended as a cry of 
triumph, as Jesus’ knew His would after the cross.   
 
VV 35-36 – Bystanders misunderstood His words.  Some laughed that Jesus must be calling Elijah, who 
never tasted death, to save Him (Matthew 27:46-49).  There was a late Jewish tradition that Elijah would 
sometimes work miracles for pious Jews when they needed him the most.  Additionally, word may have 
gotten out that Elijah appeared with Jesus a few weeks earlier at the Mount of Transfiguration and this may 
have been in the minds of some.   
 
The sour wine (or vinegar) was the wine in common use by soldiers and peasants at the time.  John 19:28 
suggests that Jesus requested the wine.  Perhaps this was a bit of kindness from the soldiers, or maybe it 
was a set up for more ridicule.  Either way, it fulfilled Psalm 69:21.  Ignoring His agony, Jesus maintained 
the presence of mind to obey the Father in every way.  Jesus took only enough from the sponge to wet His 
mouth so that He could shout His final cry, “Father, into Thy hands I commit my spirit (Luke 23:46)”.   
 
V37 – Jesus died.  One of the characteristics of crucifixion was suffocation, and at the time of death men 
slipped away, unable in their exhaustion to even whisper.  That is why soldiers had to examine them to see 
if they were dead (v 44), and break their legs if they were still alive (John 19:32-34).  Jesus’ loud cry proved 
that He had strength to spare.  He did not die against His will.  Jesus released His spirit (John 19:30).   
 
In the Old Testament sacrificial system (Leviticus 16), two goats and a bull were used to “remove” the sins 
of the people. One goat, the “scapegoat”, ceremonially bore the sins of the people and carried them into 
the wilderness.  The other animals were sacrificed.  Jesus fulfilled both roles to truly remove the sins of 
God’s people.     
 
V38 – The veil in the Temple was a thick curtain which separated the Holy of Holies, where God dwelled, 
from the rest of the sanctuary.   The earthquake that accompanied Jesus’ death could have been the 
physical mechanism that caused this (Matthew 27:51), but the spiritual significance is far greater.   The veil 
separated God from man and was only pierced once per year by the priest mediator (Luke 1:8-9).  It also 
separated Jew from Gentile. 
 
Hebrews 10:19-20 parallels Jesus’ flesh and the veil.  The tearing of the Lord’s flesh resulted in the tearing 
of the temple veil, so His death eliminated the barrier between God and man.  Jesus is our High Priest 
(Hebrews 9:11-12) and stands continually before the Father advocating on our behalf.  Believers have 
direct and constant access to God through Christ.   
 
In one stroke, Jesus’ sacrifice fulfilled and superseded the Jewish priesthood, the temple, and even the 
Law.  It also abolished the division between races and other divisions of men.   
 
V39 – This centurion was in command of the execution party and was responsible to make sure that 
everything happened without incident.   He experienced everything that happened that day at the cross, 
from the venom of the priests to the salvation of the thief, and from the impenetrable darkness to the final 
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cry of the Lord.  After 6 hours experiencing God in this macabre way, he proclaimed his verdict, “truly this 
man was the Son of God”.  Early church tradition suggests that he eventually became a Christian.   
 
VV 40-41 – Women were important supporters throughout Jesus’ ministry, and they stayed with Him until 
the end.  Male followers of Jesus were at greater risk for capture and punishment simply because they 
were men, but the women were at some risk as well.  Watching “from afar” was safer and also required by 
Jewish convention.   
 
Mary of Magdala, from the village on the western shore of Galilee, had been freed from seven demons 
(Luke 8:2).  The second Mary was the mother of James the Less, “James the son of Alpheus” in Matthew 
10:3, who was one of the twelve disciples.  Salome was the wife of Zebedee (Matthew 27:56), father of 
James and John.    Many other women accompanied Jesus throughout His ministry and to Jerusalem as 
well. 
 
The Bible readily acknowledges the important role of women.  Appearing as wives, mothers, servants, 
prophetesses, judges, and queens, they are used of God in vital ways to accomplish His perfect will.  In 

this case, ministered (διακονέω diakoneō) referred to preparing or supplying food and the necessities of 

life, and otherwise taking care of Jesus.     
 
V42 – Jesus gave up His spirit and died after only 6 hours on the cross, at 3 pm.  Evening came a few 
hours later, and that would begin the Sabbath, on which no work was to be done.  Having a corpse 
hanging on a tree outside Jerusalem would profane the Sabbath, so Jesus’ followers had to get Jesus’ 
body into the tomb fast.  The decent Jewish burial would have to wait until after the Sabbath.  Mark here 
explains these important Jewish customs to his Gentile audience.   
 
V43 – Arimathea was the New Testament name for the village of Ramah (or Ramathaim-zophim, 1 Samuel 
1:1, 19, 2:11), about 15 miles northwest of Jerusalem in the territorial allotment of Benjamin, where Samuel 
was born and did most of his ministry.  Joseph was an important member of the Sanhedrin who opposed 
the crucifixion of Jesus (Luke 23:51) and actually was a secret follower.  He seems to have been 
somewhat timid and one wonders how vocally he opposed Caiaphas.  However, he did work up his 
courage in the end.   
 
VV 44-45 – Crucified men often lingered for days on the cross, until the executioners broke their legs, 
preventing them from pushing up to breathe and suffocating them quickly.    Pilate was surprised that 
Jesus had died so quickly, and summoned the commander of the execution to ensure He was really dead. 
 
VV 46-47 – Joseph was wealthy and prominent and may even have been known to Pilate from his work in 
the Sanhedrin.  Bodies of executed criminals belonged to Rome and it is unlikely that Pilate would have 
released Jesus’ body to someone of less stature, such as the disciples.  But Joseph was a cut above in the 
eyes of Pilate, and he may have released Jesus’ corpse to him as a political favor to gain influence with the 
Council.   
 
Joseph undoubtedly had many servants help him.  His men put Jesus in his own tomb, a new one cut from 
the rock.  Likewise, Joseph physically could not have rolled the stone, probably weighing several tons, in 
front of the grave…several servants working together did.  It is unclear whether any guards watched Jesus’ 
burial.  They may have because of the political sensitivity of the case, or may not have because no one 
expected Him to rise from the dead.   Nicodemus, another prominent member of the Sanhedrin, was also 
involved (John 19:39-40).   
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Planning to finish His burial preparations after the Sabbath, the two Marys watched to see where He was 
laid.  Preparing the body was women’s work in ancient Israel (and Egypt), and they had to know for certain 
where to come back to after the Sabbath.  Thus the charge that they went to the wrong tomb is specious.   
 
The burial preparations were elaborate, befitting a prominent Jewish leader (2 Kings 21:26).  However, the 
very extent of the preparations showed that none of His followers expected Jesus to rise again.   
 
Mark 16 
 
V1 – The Sabbath lasted from sundown Friday night until sundown Saturday night, at which point the three 
women who had seen Jesus on the cross were able to purchase spices (myrrh) to anoint His body.  Luke 
24:10 mentions that other women, including Joanna, the wife of Herod’s steward Chuza (Luke 8:2-3) were 
there. Such spices were expensive, and it is a testament to their love for Jesus that they did all that they 
felt they could do.  It is also further proof that they never expected Him to rise again.  The fact that neither 
the women nor the disciples expected the resurrection is powerful evidence against the theories that Jesus’ 
followers stole the body.   
 
VV 2-3 – Mary Magdalene arrived at the tomb while it was still dark (John 20:1) and the other women came 
soon afterwards.  No one in the group had been to the tomb since Friday evening and did not know that a 
guard had been posted and the tomb sealed with the Seal of Rome on Saturday morning (Matthew 27:62-
66).   They worried about rolling away the stone, but had the Roman soldiers still been there guarding the 
tomb, the women couldn’t have gotten in at all.   
 
Grave robbery was common in the Ancient Near East, even as late as the first century.  Tombs of the rich 
commonly had inscriptions on them warning grave robbers to stay away lest some curse should fall upon 
them.  One such warning on a tomb in ancient Egypt read as follows: 
 
"A crocodile be against him in the water; a snake be against him on land, he who would do anything 
against this tomb.  Never did I do a thing against him.  It is the god who will judge." 
 
Further, animals often got into tombs to devour the bodies lying there, especially if they had not yet been 
preserved with spices.  Such desecration of the body was considered a terrible judgment from God (2 
Kings 9:33-37). 
 
For both reasons, the large, heavy stone was important to the security of the tomb of Joseph of Arimathea, 
and the tomb of Jesus.   
 
V4 – The stone, weighing probably two tons, had been rolled away. No guards, who were terrified and 
became like dead men (Matthew 28:4) were in sight.  
 
V5 – The puzzled women entered the tomb to anoint Jesus’ body according to plan.  They saw the angel 
who had rolled away the stone (Matthew 28:2), who appeared like a young man dressed in white and 
sitting in the tomb.  The women now became amazed at the strange sights greeting them.  
 
Angels appear in many forms to men in the Bible.  Isaiah 6:1-7 and Ezekiel 1:5-14 portray them as living 
non-human creatures.  Daniel 12:1-13 as well as the Nativity accounts portray them in human form.   
 
VV 6-7 – The presence of angels always invokes terror among mortals, and their first words, at least to 
God’s people, are “do not fear”.  The angel explained what had happened.  Then he told the women to 
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return to Jesus’ disciples and tell them to meet Him in Galilee.  Peter was singled out to show that the one 
who denied Him was still one of His disciples.   
 
V8 – The women fled, trembling, and said nothing to anyone on the way.  It is notable that Mark records 
none of Jesus’ appearances to His disciples.   
 
Verses 9-20 are not found in the earliest and best manuscripts and probably not part of the original text of 
Mark.  Many early church authorities, including Jerome and Eusebius, rejected them entirely.  It is unlikely 
that the gospel of Mark ended at abruptly at verse 8, and so the original ending was probably lost.  These 
verses may have been an early addition to the gospel to complete the history.  They cover post 
resurrection appearances of Jesus, a short version of the Great Commission, and miraculous signs which 
will accompany the spread of the gospel.   
 
Therefore, it is not advisable to base any significant doctrine on these verses alone.  However, these 
verses were very early and do provide interesting insights into the thinking of early Christians. 
 
VV 9-11 – Jesus appeared first to Mary Magdalene who told the disciples.  In their fear and grief they 
refused to believe her.  The disciples’ unbelieving response is corroborated in Luke 24:11. 
 
VV 12-13 – These verses refer to Jesus’ appearance to the disciples on the road to Emmaus.  These were 
not part of the twelve but other followers.  This incident is reflected in Luke 24:13-32. 
 
V14 – Jesus Himself appeared to the remaining eleven disciples, Judas having committed suicide on 
Friday night, and chided them for their lack of faith.  They did not believe the witnesses to the resurrection.   
 
V15 – This verse is Mark’s version of the Great Commission (Matthew 28:18-20).   
 
V16 – Genuine belief will result in obedience, exemplified by baptism.  Such genuine belief, not the act of 
baptism or any other work, is what allows a man to partake in the sacrifice of Jesus for his salvation.   
Consistently throughout the intercourse between God and man, faith justifies and unbelief condemns.   
 
VV 17-18 – Such miraculous signs as these were present in the early church but it is debatable whether or 
not they are present today.  Many of these signs are recorded in the Bible.   
 
V19 – The right of God the Father is where Jesus said He would be (Mark 14:62) and where Stephen saw 
Him at his death (Acts 7:55-56). 
 
V20 – The disciples certainly did spread the word of God around, and many wondrous signs certainly 
confirmed their message.     
 
 
 
 


