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Romans 
 
Background 
 
In the spring of 2009, I visited a young singles class at church, composed of 20-29 year olds recently 
out of college or grad school, to get to know them a little bit prior to my becoming their substitute 
teacher.  About 25 were present, mostly women, and several were describing a party they had 
enjoyed the night before.   Most of the conversation was about friends and food, but soon one of the 
women, Sandy, an attractive 20 something, began describing a movie they had rented.  It was a 
modern romance, centered on the love affair of an unmarried couple, and their joys and heartbreak 
leading up to relational bliss at the conclusion. Sandy described the themes vividly and almost 
longingly, including betrayal, illicit sex, and jealousy. Several other women echoed her approbation.  
Sandy finished her tale with a warm invitation for others in the class to join her in watching it again. 
She and her friends saw no conflict between their Saturday night movie and Sunday morning 
teachings, and saw no danger in filling up their minds with the poisonous views of the World, even to 
the point of becoming a temptation to others.   
 
In Paul’s theological magnum opus, his letter to the church at Rome in 56-57 AD, Paul addressed the 
community of Christians in the capital city of the greatest empire in the ancient world.  The church 
was mostly Gentile, but had a sizeable contingent of Jews, despite the twin expulsions of Jews from 
Rome in 19 AD under Tiberius and 49 AD under Claudius (1).  Christians met primarily in homes, and 
included members from all strata of society, including, by 57 AD, the wife of Aulus Pautius, the 
famous general and politician who conquered Britain for Rome in 43 AD (1). 
 
 
Romans 1 
 
VV 1-3 – Paul saw himself as a slave in bondage to Jesus Christ, called by Him and set apart for His 
work.  The apostle did not see his work for the Lord as a part of what he did, the other part being the 
work that he did for himself.  Rather, he did only the work of Christ.  Paul held nothing back for 
himself; it all belonged to Christ. 
 
Though Paul used the typical Greek word (δοῦλος doulos) he did not suggest that he was an unwilling 
laborer.  Rather, Paul was a slave who loved His master and voluntarily stayed in service to Him 
(Exodus 21:1-6).   
 
This work of Christ, the gospel (εὐαγγέλιον euaggelion – good news), was not unexpected, having been 
foretold for thousands of years through the prophets.  It also wasn’t entirely new, having been rooted 
in the line of King David, the greatest of the ancient Israelite kings.  Paul’s Jewish opponents accused 
him of preaching a faith which was against Judaism (Acts 21:28) but the message of Paul actually 
grew out of the faith of the ancient Hebrews.   
 
These facts are important because unlike today, when the new is revered and the old is discarded, in 
ancient times the old was revered and the new held in suspicion.   
 
V4 – The resurrection of Jesus Christ is the fundamental event in human history.  His ministry, as 
remarkable as it was, would have been forgotten had He not proved Himself to be the Son of God 
and God the Son by rising from the dead.   
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V5 – Because Jesus rose again, Paul and his companions were given grace (χάρις charis – unmerited 

favor).  All Christians are “apostles” in the broad sense of being set apart for the work of God.  Paul 
was set apart in the narrow sense as an apostle to the Lord as the Twelve were.  This was not done 
for their sakes, but for the Lord’s sake, that He would be known among the Gentiles.  Further, all 
those who believe in Him are given grace.   
 
VV 6-7 – This book was written to all of the Christians in Rome, but especially to the Gentiles in the 
church.  Paul promised that they would receive His grace and His peace.   
 
V8 – Believers in many cities, in this case Rome, were a cause of great thanksgiving for Paul, 
because every true believer helped spread the word of Christ throughout the world. 
 
VV 9-10 – Paul served the Lord in his spirit, deeply and honestly, and not with outward appearance 
as many religious leaders of the day did (1 Samuel 16:7, Matthew 23:27-28). As a proud parent 
boasts about their children, so Paul boasted of the believers in Rome before the Lord.  He also 
prayed for them, one of his greatest requests being that he could go visit them. 
 
VV 11-12 – We can almost feel the deep love of the Apostle for his brethren in Rome.  He wanted to 
accomplish several things in his visit: 
 

1. He wanted to give them a spiritual gift.  
2. He wanted to encourage them. 
3. He wanted to be encouraged by them. 

 
This bears careful study by Christians today.  When we encounter other saints, whether around the 
corner or around the world, how do we feel and what do we do? 
 
Do we feel love for them? 
Do we expect to encourage them? 
Do we expect to be encouraged by them? 
Do we plan to give them a material gift? 
Do we plan to give them a spiritual gift? 
Do we feel like we have any spiritual gifts to give? 
 
The phrase “spiritual gift” is used three different ways in the Bible 

1. Speaking of Christ Himself (Romans 5:15-16) 
2. Speaking of general blessings of the Lord (Romans 11:29, 1 Timothy 6:17) 
3. Speaking of the specific gifts of the Spirit (Romans 12:6-8, 1 Corinthians 12:1-31, 1 Peter 4:10-

11) 
 
In this case, Paul is speaking of using his spiritual gifts to give general blessings of the Lord to the 
Christians in Rome.   
 
For years my mother said that she did not want to visit our family for too long or too often because 
she did not want to be a burden.  I understand where my parents got it; my paternal grandfather used 
to say that visitors are like fish, after three days they begin to stink.  Still, Nancy and I love to have 
family over and her “not wanting to be a burden” itself became a burden.   
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Eventually I told her, “Mom, you are a burden; everyone is a burden.  When you put two people into a 
room, each has to consider the wants and needs of the other instead of focusing purely on 
themselves.  People have to be fed, housed, and made to feel an important part of what is going on.  
Each additional person requires a little more from everyone who is already there.”   
 
“The issue is whether the benefits of having each person there outweigh the drawbacks of having 
them.  For us, having you and dad in our home where you can teach and love our children, having 
you encourage us and tell us stories from long ago, and having you share their experiences with the 
Lord is a far greater blessing than your needs could ever be.”         
 
Sometimes the Lord calls us to take care of another even if there are no obvious benefits to us.  This 
may be an aging senile parent, an angry young friend, or a homeless mother.  We do so cheerfully 
out of love and obedience for Him.  Even though they are a burden and often a large one, Christ did 
far more for us.   
 
V13 – Paul was never passive.  When he wanted something he took action to get it.  Only being 
physically prevented him from going to Rome for fellowship with his brethren. 
 
VV 14-15 – Not only did Paul want to go to Rome, he was under obligation to do so because he had 
to preach the gospel to every group of men, whether the cultivated Greek, the wild barbarian, the 
educated scholar, or those considered foolish by others. 
 
VV 16-17 - The Gospel of Jesus Christ is the message communicated by Christians who are 
empowered by the Holy Spirit to save the lost.  The gospel is no mere story, but a living and active 
force capable of saving, and judging, men (Hebrews 4:12).  The gospel is able to do so because it 
reveals the righteousness of God.   
 
V18 – Ungodliness (ἀσέβεια asebeia – lack of proper respect for God) and unrighteousness (ἀδικία adikia 

– injustice, a deed violating the law) are characteristic of sinful man.  Not only do we do wrong but we 
actively suppress the truth.   
 
The righteousness of God is greater than we can possibly imagine, brighter than the light of the sun 
and revealing all of dark deeds of our hearts.   
 
It is like a man who washes his windshield, thinks that it is clean, and then drives towards a bright 
sun.  Every bit of dirt, every divot, and every streak on the windshield becomes immediately obvious.   
The man, frustrated by his inability to make his windshield clean, gets a tinted windshield so that he 
can’t see the dirt.  He then gets a ticket for having a tinted windshield.    
 
VV 19-20 – God has given every man enough information about himself to reveal His existence and 
His attributes.  The fact of Creation is powerful testimony about the existence of God and the majesty 
of Creation is powerful testimony about the majesty of God (Psalm 19:1).  Even sinful man can see 
and understand these compelling witnesses to the Lord, but many men will refuse to believe in Him 
despite this evidence.  When His judgment comes, they will be without excuse.   
 
This passage speaks not only to the creation that we see outside of ourselves but also to ourselves 
as created beings.  The human body is magnificent in its function, intricacy and beauty.  Furthermore, 
God has made us in His image, ensuring that a conscience, a sense of right and wrong, is forever in 
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our hearts (Genesis 2:16-17, Romans 1:32).  This is another part of creation which testifies of God 
and makes us without excuse.    
 
V21 – These men knew (γινώσκω ginōskō – have a knowledge of, be acquainted with) God but they 
refused to acknowledge His dominion and His grace.  Choosing to ignore the reality of the Creator 
and Sustainer of the Universe and instead to believe their own fantasies, these people lost the ability 
to perceive other realities in His creation.  Their understanding became dark, but so did their morality 
and their compassion.   
 
V22 – God is the ultimate truth and the ultimate light.  By rejecting Him as truth and Him as light we 
are left grasping for truths that come from Him but denying their source.  We accumulate these little 
truths, impress our colleagues, gain tenure in universities and profess that we are wise.  Because we 
reject the source, however, we have actually become fools. 
 
V23 – Rather than basking in the glory of the eternal God we seek to find our meaning in corruptible 
man and the rest of fallen creation.  
 
VV 24-25 - The progression continues.  First we suppress the truth and light of God.  Second, we turn 
to our own weak understanding.  Third, our thoughts, our ethics and our compassion are darkened.  
Fourth, our actions become corrupt.  Fifth, our bodies are destroyed.   
 
We see this progression in many places in life.   
 
Rick finds himself spending more time at work and less with his family and with the Lord.  His spiritual 
life suffers and he finds himself a little less interested in good conduct than he used to be.  His sins 
separate him from God (Psalm 66:18) and he suppresses the voice of the Spirit calling him back.  Not 
wanting to face the God from whom he has strayed, he rationalizes his deeds.  Rick doesn’t treat 
others as well as he used to and his relationships suffer.  Other relationships, forbidden ones, arise.  
As he moves farther away from God and from those who remind him of Him, the man commits more 
and more sin.  Eventually Rick leaves his wife and is estranged from his children.  He is weaker 
financially, paying alimony and child support.  He is weaker relationally, having lost the most 
important relationships in his life.  He is weaker in his reputation, having betrayed those closest to 
him.  Perhaps he is even weaker physically, having acquired a disease from his dalliances.  
 
When we reject the truth the only option is to accept a non-truth.  Once he accepts a non-truth he 
begins to act on the falsehood that he has chosen.  Acting on false assumptions or false information 
causes the person doing it to make further wrong decisions and do damaging things.  Ultimately he 
will suffer.   
 
As a young medical student I saw a middle aged, Hispanic woman who presented complaining of a 
breast mass.  I examined her and felt an adherent mass with a rough surface in the upper, outer 
quadrant of her left breast.  There was little doubt that it was cancer.  We talked with her about our 
strong suspicions of her diagnosis and tried to schedule a biopsy.  She refused to believe that she 
could possibly have breast cancer, argued angrily against our concerns, and left.  We never saw her 
again.   
 
Though I cannot say with certainty what happened to her, I strongly suspect that she had cancer.  If 
so, and she continued to disbelieve the diagnosis and reject care, she probably died from it.  The 
same thing happens in our standing before God.   
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If we reject His truth, which is far more certain than any diagnosis I have ever made, the natural 
consequence is that we pay a stiff price.  God simply allows us to reap the natural consequences of 
what we sow.         
 
VV 26-27 – The end result of refusing to accept the truth and light of God is that those who do so live 
in falsehood and darkness, ultimately destroying themselves by their intentional rejection of the only 
One who can save them.  This can occur with anyone and can involve any set of sins, but in these 
verses Paul is specifically speaking about homosexuality.  Severian, Bishop of Gabala in Syria in the 
fourth and fifth centuries, states that Paul wrote this because of a prominent homosexual community 
in Rome (Pauline Commentary from the Greek Church).   
 
Homosexuality, sexual desire and activity directed towards a member of one’s own sex, has been an 
issue in every culture since the beginning of history.  The Greek poetess Sappho, supposedly 
homosexual, lived on the island of Lesbos, from which lesbianism may have got its name.  
Homosexuality was widespread in the Ancient Near East, with male cult prostitutes in many countries 
and, though they were expressly forbidden (Deuteronomy 23:17), even in Israel (1 Kings 14:24, 2 
Kings 23:7).  Homosexual intercourse was explicitly prohibited and punishable by death among the 
ancient Hebrews (Leviticus 18:22).   
 
Greece was well known for its homosexual culture, primarily among the aristocracy, and during the 
Greek rule in Palestine under the Seleucids (323-164 BC) homosexuality, especially between adult 
men and adolescent boys, was known as the “Greek sin”.  The Romans punished homosexuals in the 
army, probably because of a perceived weakening effect on military strength.  However, walking 
through the ruins of Pompey in November 1993 demonstrated clearly that homosexuality was not rare 
in civilian life.  
 
Paul’s writing suggests that the sin of those who reject God was so bad that men and women 
abandoned their natural sexual functions and burned with sexual desire towards one another.  Not 
only did they burn with desire, they gave way to their desires and committed sexual acts with 
members of their own sex.  This resulted in the destruction of their own bodies. 
 
It is important to differentiate between homosexual tendencies, an attraction to one’s own sex, and 
homosexual activity.  At creation, God did not make three genders, men, women, and homosexuals, 
He made two.  When He instituted marriage, God did not cause a man and a man to become one 
flesh; He caused a man and a woman to do so.  These facts of creation eliminate the possibility that 
some people are created to be homosexuals.   
 
There are a variety of reasons why a person may be more sexually attracted to members of his own 
sex than he or she is to members of the opposite sex.  Sexual exploration of oneself is common in 
childhood and if psychosocial development stops, same sex attraction may result.  Having a poor 
relationship with their father or mother may induce men or women to seek the love that they never 
received from their same sex parent from a same sex partner.  A single sex environment may 
encourage someone to engage in same sex intercourse.  A bad relationship with a person of the 
opposite sex may lead a person into same sex attraction.  However, there is no medical proof that 
same sex attraction is genetic, much less irresistible, any more than alcoholism is genetic or 
irresistible.  Biblically there are two options for those who are attracted to members of their own sex: 
either change or remain celibate.  Finally, the Bible rejects homosexual activity, but not homosexual 
impulses that are subsequently successfully resisted (2 Timothy 2:22).   



 

6 
 

 
The Scriptures are clear: people who are attracted to members of their own sex are to be celibate, 
just as people who are attracted to members of the opposite sex but who are not married are to be 
celibate.  People who are attracted to members of the same sex can be Christians but cannot indulge 
their sexual desires.  People who do are living in sin and if they will not repent, cannot participate in 
the life of the church (Matthew 18:15-17, 1 Corinthians 5:1-13).  The same penalty applies to the 
unrepentant adulterer, thief, or any other.   
 
Much as modern society wishes to hide it, homosexual intercourse is associated with a myriad of 
health problems.  The anus was not designed to accommodate a penis, and anal trauma is prevalent.  
This trauma makes other infections, including sexually transmitted infections, including gonorrhea and 
hepatitis, more common.  Anal cancer is much more frequent in male homosexuals, as are other 
cancers such as Kaposi’s sarcoma.  The rate of Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) is 44 times 
that of other men (CDC).  Suicide among men who have sex with men (MSM) is much higher than in 
the general male population, and intimate partner violence is prevalent in up to 11-44% of MSM 
couples in the US, higher than in their heterosexual counterparts.   MSMs and women who have sex 
with women (WSW) have higher rates of alcoholism and substance abuse.  
 
Some of these problems occur with heterosexual anal intercourse to be sure, but they are worst in the 
homosexual populations.  Many argue that the problems in MSM couples with intimate partner 
violence, alcoholism and substance abuse are only due to discrimination from others.  While it is true 
that everyone discriminates against everyone else in some way, this argument does not account for 
the entire truth.  The truth is that those who reject God’s light and truth, as Paul is arguing, bear in 
their own bodies the penalty for their sin.  
 
John Chrysostom (349-407), Archbishop of Constantinople, noted that the normal desire for sexual 
intercourse unites the sexes, but homosexual desire divides them.  This sin separates men from 
women and forces them into opposition by keeping them from the greatest physical intimacy.  If 
widespread enough it directly threatens the survival of the human race (Homilies on Romans 4).    
 
V28 – When people refuse to acknowledge the Lord and His supremacy over all, including 
themselves, God allows them to follow their folly into moral depravity and physical destruction.   
 
VV 29-31 – Though verses 26 and 27 emphasized the fact that homosexuality can be an outcome of 
the sin of rejecting God, many other sins can and do also result, with equally devastating 
consequences.  
 
V32 – The ordinances of God are known to us, but mankind is inherently sinful and loves evil so we 
do not do what the Lord commands.  As a result we are worthy of death.  Our guilt is multiplied 
because not only do we commit evil ourselves but we encourage others to do so (Mark 9:42). 
 
Romans 2 
 
V1 - Since the evidence of the existence and attributes of God are written in the heart of every man 
and woman, they should first give glory to God and then judge rightly among men.  Most people do 
neither, and as a result they are condemned.   
 
V2 – God’s judgment falls on people who practice the things mentioned in 1:18-32.  This fact is just 
because they are rejecting Him and the reality that He has created. 
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V3 – The hypocrite will suffer the same result as the pagan.   
 
V4 – These sins are grave and deserve punishment immediately.  However, God is kind and patient 
towards all men, giving them ample time so that the elect will repent.  Man too often interprets this as 
license to do evil, and scorns the Lord’s grace. 
 
VV 5-6 - God’s patience has a troubling side effect.  If people were punished immediately for their sin 
they would, like Pavlov’s dogs, stop doing the sin for which they were punished.  Since they do not 
see immediate punishment, they commit the same sins over and over, thus incurring greater 
judgment.  The Lord will justly recompense every person for his or her deeds. 
 
VV 7-10 – A common colloquialism is “what comes around goes around”, which is another way of 
saying what you sow you will reap.  Paul plainly stated in this passage that those who persevere in 
doing good will be richly rewarded, but those who do not will receive the fruits of their 
works…tribulation and distress.  A few things to note: 
 

1. Those who desire a reward must not only do good but must persevere in doing good.  It cannot 
be merely a single act but it must persist over a lifetime. 

2. The Jews are mentioned as being punished first because they received the greater revelation, 
including all of the Old Testament.  The Greeks (Gentiles) are also punished, and as they gain 
more knowledge their punishment increases if they do evil. 

3. Selfish ambition is a cause for great punishment, and is by definition not in accord with truth 
because it is not focused on the Lord. 

 
V11 – Ethnic background is a gift of God to His people.  He intends each person to worship and enjoy 
Him in whichever race and culture He has placed them.  From the standpoint of redemption, however, 
ethnic background is of no consequence to God. God created each race and ethnic group and 
belongs to none of them.  Each person is saved by faith through the grace of Jesus Christ. 
 
VV 12-13 – Whether someone has the Law or not, the wages of sin is death.  Even if a man has the 
Law and knows the Law, he must do it or he will be judged.   
 
VV 14-16 – God has placed His moral standard, a conscience, inside each of us.  If we do what is 
right in the eyes of the Lord because of the ministry of the Spirit through our conscience, we will be 
justified during the Day of Judgment. 
 
VV 17-23 – The Jews in Paul’s day relied on their knowledge of and approval of God’s law as given 
through Moses but too often their conduct did not match what they proclaimed. 
 
V24 – As a result of this hypocrisy, Gentiles blasphemed the name of the Lord.   
 
VV 25-29 – It is hard to overemphasize the Jewish emphasis on keeping the letter of the Law, the 
outward manifestations of it, while neglecting the spirit of the Law, the heart of love for God and for 
others (Matthew 22:36-40) that makes a man want to keep the Law and keep it.   
 
Circumcision was technically only part of the Mosaic Law but the term was commonly used in the first 
century to refer to the whole Law.   It was also a very outward manifestation of it.  It was possible and 
even common for a Jew to have all of the outward manifestations of religious faithfulness and yet 
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inwardly hate God and man (Matthew 23:27-28).  In the same way it is possible, and may even be 
common, for people who call themselves Christians today to have all of the outward manifestations of 
being alive as a believer and yet inwardly be filled with death and rebellion against the Lord 
(Revelation 3:1). 
 
The issue of outward religion and inward rejection is not unique to Judaism or Christianity but is a 
common condition of the heart of man.  Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism, and all others place far more 
emphasis on outward actions than on the heart.  Some like Jainism, practiced primarily in India, are 
absolutely legalistic.   
 
Paul’s point is the same one that Samuel made in 1 Samuel 16:7, the Lord looks at the heart, and He 
judges by it.  
 
Romans 3 
 
V1 – One of the greatest characteristics of Romans is that it is a step by step, logical explanation of 
God’s work of salvation.  Having established the fact that outward observance of the Jewish Law is 
nothing if it is not accompanied by inward observance of the same Law, Paul now answers the 
obvious question, “then does the Jew have any advantage?”   
 
This is a radical question because in the minds of the Jews, not only did they have an advantage over 
Gentiles in their relationship with God but because they followed the Law and the Gentiles didn’t, they 
were the only ones who had a relationship with God.  The Jews believed that they were the children 
of God and the Gentiles were not (Exodus 4:22, Hosea 11:1).  The Jews also considered the Gentiles 
unspeakably heathen and dirty, so much so that they could not associate with them or even enter 
their houses (Acts 10:28-29).   
 
Jesus never clearly defined the relationship between Jews and Gentiles, and He did not pick any 
Gentiles as disciples.  However, Jesus did demonstrate that grace belongs to both (Matthew 8:5-13, 
Mark 7:25-30, John 4:39-42).  It was left to Paul, the apostle to the Gentiles (Acts 13:44-49), to 
demonstrate that the salvation of God through Jesus Christ belongs equally to the whole world 
(Genesis 12:3, Colossians 3:11). 
 
V2 – Even though the Jews were not the sole inheritors of the grace of God, as they had thought, and 
even though they were as equally bound as the Gentiles to follow Christ on the outside and on the 
inside, they had great advantages over the Gentile on the path to salvation.  They were given the 
word of God, the Old Testament.   
 
How is this an advantage?  The Word of God is the special revelation of Himself to mankind.  Though 
man can get some idea of the existence and character of God through the general revelation, 
including creation (Psalm 19:1) his own conscience (Romans 1:32), God fully reveals Himself only 
through His special revelation, His word.  The Lord, therefore, can only be completely known to those 
who have His word.   
 
Another advantage is that since God created the world, He knows best how man can understand it 
and prosper in it (Psalm 119:97-100).  Following the Mosaic Law allowed Israel to thrive beyond 
those around them.  A good example is the public health laws of Leviticus 13-15.  The sound public 
health practices that the Jews knew in 1400 BC took the rest of the world another three millennia to 
figure out.   
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What huge advantages! 
 
VV 3-4 – Just because some Jews rejected God and His word does not mean that God is not faithful.  
He gives us the freedom to follow Him, or not.  In fact, God is the standard of faithfulness and justice, 
and man’s faithfulness and justice is worthless by comparison.   
 
There were Jews in Rome who believed that God’s promises in the Old Testament guaranteed that 
physical descendents of Abraham would be saved.  Both John the Baptist and Jesus Himself 
disavowed that view (Matthew 3:9, John 8:39-40).  There are Jews today who the same thing.   
 
In verse three Paul used a device for arguing his logical points.  First, he posed a logical question 
based on his preceding teachings by an imaginary questioner.  Second, he emphatically stated that 
the scenario suggested by the question was incorrect (“May it never be!”).  Third, he provided the 
correct interpretation of his teaching.  This technique is found mostly in Romans but also occurs in 
Galatians 6:14.  
 
V5 – In fact, our unrighteousness is in such sharp contrast to the righteousness of God that it 
highlights His righteousness just as a pitch black room makes a candle seem much brighter.  The 
wrath of God is not unrighteous because His very nature is so pure, so holy, and so light that our 
wickedness cannot help but be exposed and pained.   
 
V6 – God is the very definition of justice; His nature is the standard of justice.  The One who is 
perfectly straight is the One who demonstrates the crookedness of the world.   
 
VV 7-8 - The skeptic could reply, “If my wickedness demonstrates God’s goodness and therefore His 
glory, I should be commended, not judged, for being wicked.”  Some even accused Paul and his 
missionary team of doing this because of their emphasis on inner transformation resulting in outward 
change rather than outward change without inner change.  The salvation of Christ does not provide a 
license to sin.   
 
Paul’s reply to people who say such things, and people who accuse him of saying such things, is that 
their condemnation is just.  Sin is its own punishment and righteousness is its own reward.  
Therefore, these people will reap the wickedness that they have sown. 
 
V9 – So are the Jews better than the Gentiles or vice versa?  No, because all people, regardless of 
sex, ethnic background, or any other factor, are under sin.    
 
VV 10-18 – Hindus, Buddhists, Muslims, and members of every other religion outside the Judeo-
Christian tradition believe that man is inherently good; that he can earn his salvation.  All reject the 
concept of original sin.  Atheists, pantheists, and every other group hold that man has within him 
moral goodness.  Only the followers of the Bible understand that mankind is inherently wicked.  Many 
of the quotations here come from the book of Psalms. Psalms 11 especially indicates that the 
religions of man are attempts to escape from God, not to seek Him.  “Turned aside” suggests a 
soldier running the wrong way, deserting the battlefield.   
 
Most religions would argue that at least some people such as Mother Theresa or Pope John Paul II 
were good in their nature.  Christianity disagrees.  Whatever good is found in the best of people is the 
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work of the Spirit of God in them, because humanity’s moral nature is to do evil continually.  There is 
not even one who is good; who has the fear of God. 
 
William Golding’s Lord of the Flies demonstrates the nature of man when the restraints of society are 
taken away.  In it well-bred English boys were stranded on an island when their plane crashed on a 
South Pacific island in World War Two.  They are never in great danger, but as they come to grips 
with their predicament, the boys divide into groups under leaders and begin fighting with each other 
while fearing an imaginary “beast”.  Eventually, two boys are murdered.   
 
VV 19-20 – Everyone is under the condemnation of the Law but no one is justified by the Law 
because no one is able to keep the Law.  All of the world is accountable to God, and the situation of 
man seems hopeless.   
 
VV 21-22 – Both the Law and the Prophets reveal the righteousness of God.  Even more, because 
they reveal Jesus Christ, they reveal that the righteousness of God is available to those who believe 
in Him.   
 
VV 23-24 – Everyone who has ever lived is a sinner and has failed to meet the standards of the Lord.  
However, the redemption which comes from the work of Christ is a gift available to everyone without 
distinction.   
 
VV 25-26 – God the Father demonstrated both His righteousness and His love for the people that He 
created by publicly allowing God the Son to die as a propitiation (ἱλαστήριον hilastērion - sacrifice) to 
atone for their sins.   
 
V27 – Man has no room to boast in his righteousness because he deserves no credit for it.  Christ 
alone makes man righteous.  
 
V28 – We are justified before God by faith in Christ, not by any works that we do.  Faith makes us 
pure in the eyes of the Lord, and good works grow out of our new relationship with Him.  Good works 
do not make us a new creature but we perform good works because we are new creatures.   
 
VV 29-30 – God created the entire world and everyone in it, both Jews and Gentiles.  He sent His 
Son to die for the entire world and everyone in it.  Therefore He has offered salvation for the entire 
world and everyone in it.   
 
V31 – No man in all of history has kept the Law perfectly, thereby meeting God’s standard and 
earning eternal life.  Except Jesus.  Because the God-man kept the Law perfectly He fulfilled it, and 
through our belief in Him we gain the benefit of His perfect life and substitutionary death.  Thus the 
Law of Moses is not nullified but fulfilled.   
 
Romans 4 
 
VV 1-3 – Abraham was the father of the Jewish nation and the direct recipient of the covenant from 
God. Though his conduct was far from perfect, as with any human, the fact that God made the 
promises directly to him suggests that, more than any other man in the Old Testament, Abraham was 
justified before God by his works. 
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Paul flatly stated that Abraham was not justified by his works, but by his faith, as Moses wrote in 
Genesis 15:6. Even the father of the Jews, the man so honored by God that He gave him the 
covenant upon which all Israel is built, was honored by God because of His faith.  If the patriarch is 
saved only by faith, how can his sons believe that their works will save them? 
 
V4 – The man who works receives wages as he is due, not according to the grace of the employer.  
Unfortunately for man, we are all desperate sinners and the wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23). 
 
V5 – The man who does not rely on good works to justify himself before the Lord but instead believes 
in Him and His promises has the righteousness of Christ imputed (or reckoned) to him.  He is not 
limited to the pitiful righteousness that he can muster, which could never commend him to the Father, 
but is given the perfect righteousness of Jesus Christ.   
 
VV 6-8 – David, a man who knew God and who had struggled deeply with sin, exalted in the 
blessings of the grace of Jehovah.   “Blessed” speaks of heartfelt happiness, pervasive peace and 
lasting thankfulness.   
 
Why is it that we do not live our lives in this state of happiness, peace and gratitude about what the 
Lord has done for us? 

1. We don’t really believe that our sins are very bad and so we don’t feel like we have been 
forgiven much (Luke 7:47). 

2. We don’t really believe that our sins have been forgiven. 
3. We don’t understand that forgiveness of sins secures out future forever, regardless of what 

happens to us here on this earth. 
4. We get so busy and distracted with day to day life that our wonder and joy at the grace of God 

is choked by our activities and worries (Luke 8:14).   
 
VV 9-10 – The Jews would have argued that this blessing upon Abraham occurred because he was 
circumcised, having the outward mark of God’s blessing.  In reality, though, Abraham had his faith 
counted to him as righteousness (Genesis 15:6) before he received circumcision (Genesis 17:26).   
 
V11 – God intended circumcision to be the outward mark of the inward covenant for the ancient 
Hebrews.  He expected them to do good works not to gain salvation, which was available to them 
only through the grace and promises of God, but because they were saved, restored to a right 
relationship with Him. It is exactly the same way with Christians.   
 
V12 - Abraham was by race the father of the Jews, the “circumcised”.  In this the Jews put their trust.  
He was by faith the father of all who believe God by faith, whether Jews or Gentiles.  In eternity it is 
only faith, not physical circumcision or uncircumcision, which matters. 
 
V13 – The promise given to Abraham (Genesis 12:1-3, 13:14-17, 22:16-18) and repeated to Isaac 
(Genesis 26:24) and Jacob (Genesis 28:13-15) was given at least four centuries before Moses 
delivered the Law at Mount Sinai (Exodus 20:1-17).   The promise, therefore, could not have been 
fulfilled through the righteousness of the Law; it had to be fulfilled through the righteousness of faith. 
 
VV 14-15 - In fact, because righteousness is impossible through the Law, to say that righteousness 
comes through the Law denies the only way that it really comes, through faith.   If the Law had not 
been given, man would not have known his sin.  Because the Law is written in the character of God, 
however, man still would have been punished for his sin (cf. the Flood of Noah). 
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V16 – The promise of God is certain to all those who follow Him through faith, both believing Jews 
and believing Gentiles, because it is rooted in the grace of God. 
 
V17 – God, Him who creates from nothing and gives life to all, even to the dead, has the power to 
keep His promises.  He can justify the sinner and conform him to the image of Christ.  
 
VV 18-21 - Abraham had many reasons to doubt that God could keep His promise to make him a 
father of a great nation.  Sarah was old and barren. He was old.  Had he told others that he would 
father a son by Sarah he would have been a laughingstock.  Even his own wife did not believe 
(Genesis 18:12-15).  Despite the biological impossibility, Abraham believed God and gave Him glory. 
 
V22 – The Lord saw his faith and honored him, declaring his faith to be righteousness. 
 
VV 23-24 – He did this for Abraham, but also for everyone who would believe in God after him.  God 
alone was the one who could and did conquer death, doing it first in Jesus Christ.  
 
V25 – Jesus died because of our sin and was raised so that we could be saved.   
 
Romans 5 
 
V1 – Because we have been justified by faith in Jesus Christ and by the power of His work, we have 
peace (εἰρήνη eirēnē – harmony which results in security, safety, prosperity and felicity) with God our 
Creator.   
 
V2 – God the Father shows grace towards His wayward creation.  God the Son introduces those who 
believe in Him to the grace of the Father.  First discovering the Father’s grace we then grow in our 
knowledge of Him in every area.  As we learn more about God, whose very nature is glorious, we 
exult (καυχάομαι kauchaomai – to boast) in hope for eternal life regardless of our circumstances.  
 
VV 3-4 – We not only have hope regardless of our circumstances but we exult even our tribulations.  
Note that Paul used the same word to communicate exulting in the hope of glory as he used for 
exulting in our tribulations.  The next phrase gives the reason.  
 
Tribulation (θλῖψις thlipsis – pressure, affliction, distress), properly understood and handled by trusting in 
the Lord, brings forth perseverance (ὑπομονή hypomonē – steadfastness, constancy, endurance).  Such 
endurance results in proven character (δοκιμή dokimē – experience) which results in hope (ἐλπίς elpis – 

expectation of good things and joy). 
 
Such is the case, albeit in a much more limited way, in every area of life.  Some hardship comes from 
others, but a lot of it comes from our own mistakes (1 Peter 3:14-17).   Each time we do something 
wrong and learn from it we become less likely to do the wrong thing again.  Our mistakes therefore 
make us better.  As medical students progress through school and into practice, misunderstandings 
and mistakes are inevitable, but each one, if the person learns from it, makes him ultimately a better 
doctor.   
 
Even pressure that is not from our own errors teaches believers to trust in the Lord who loves and 
helps them to take their eyes off of this passing world and put them on their eternity with Jesus.  No 
suffering is meaningless; God uses everything that happens to us to accomplish His will in our lives.   
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V5 – The ultimate outcome of our perseverance through trials, hope, does not disappoint those who 
strive for it.  Everyone strives for something in life, fame, money, power, pleasure, or whatever, but 
everything for which people strive for disappoints in the end, both because they do not satisfy in this 
life and because the end of all of these things is the grave, which wipes them all away (Ecclesiastes 
5:15-16).   
 
What are we spending our lives on or investing our lives in, hoping that we will not be disappointed, 
both in this life and in the ages to come?   
 
Do money, fame, power and pleasure in this life disappoint?  Marilyn Monroe (1926-1962) surely had 
all of this, only to die of a drug overdose at age 36.  Anna Nicole Smith (1967-2007) followed suit.  
Elvis Presley (1935-1977) and Michael Jackson (1958-2009) did the same, proving that gender and 
race are no factor.  These people had everything this world has to offer, and still they were 
disappointed in this life.  One of the saddest cases is Karen Carpenter (1950-1983), who had 
everything but genuine love.   If only she could have known the love of God.   
 
Even for us ordinary people, don’t we always want more money, more pleasure, more 
accomplishments, and more stuff (Ecclesiastes 5:10-12)? There is no satisfaction in the heart of man.   
 
Do money, fame, power and pleasure disappoint in the ages to come?  In her book A Distant Mirror, 
Barbara Tuchman detailed the life of the French nobleman Enguerrand VII, Lord of Coucy.   He had 
fame, money, power, pleasure, and even military glory.  He fought valiantly in several wars and 
owned the most awesome fortress in Europe at the time, the Chateau de Coucy.  Still, his plan for a 
lasting legacy was to build a monastery on his estate.  Enguerrand died in a Turkish prison in 1397 
and when his daughter died in 1405, his estate became a royal property in France.  The monastery 
fell into disrepair and was closed, and the castle was blown to pieces by German forces in 1917.    
This great man in Europe in the fourteenth century had nothing left on earth.  One hopes he had an 
inheritance in heaven.    
 
Hope in the Lord, on the other hand, does not disappoint because it is both in this life and in the ages 
to come.  The love of God poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit enlivens us on earth and in 
heaven.  His purpose is our purpose, His love is our love, His understanding is our understanding and 
His will is our will on the earth (Matthew 6:10).  History is replete with the stories of those who served 
the Lord best being totally satisfied with His love and provision, no matter what their circumstances.   
 
In the age to come, contrast Enguerrand VII with Paul.  Both are physically dead, but Paul’s service to 
the Lord lives on in his example and his writings forever, as do all others who love and serve Him 
(Hebrews 11:4). 
 
V6 – Man was helpless to save himself and so ungodly that he did not even really want to be saved 
(Psalm 14:1-4, Romans 3:11).  At exactly the right time in history, Christ died for us.  
 
V7 – There are stories of one man dying for another, like a friend or family member.  But how many 
stories are there of someone dying for a sworn enemy?  That is exactly what Christ did for us. 
 
V8 – Man cannot even conceive of the love of God.  While we still hated Him and rebelled against 
Him, the Father sent the Son to die for us. 
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V9 – Jesus’ sacrifice is what justifies us before the Father and our faith allows us to partake in this 
justification.  Those who partake are shielded from His wrath, the natural consequences of their sin.  
 
VV 10-11 – Some of us have been heavily indebted to another or so wronged another that 
reconciliation is impossible.  Nonetheless, it is difficult to grasp the enormity of what God did for man 
on the cross.  It is as if Mary Lincoln had given her son Tad to secure the pardon of John Wilkes 
Booth or if France had paid the reparations owed by Germany for World War I.  Having never 
experienced such forgiveness, it defies the mind to understand it. 
 
But God’s act was not only to forgive but to reconcile man to Himself.  It would be like Abraham 
Lincoln (had he survived) offering Tad to pardon Booth and then adopting Booth into his family as son 
and heir.  It would be like France paying the reparations for Germany and then rebuilding Germany as 
a sister nation.  Though these analogies break down in many areas, they still provide a tiny glimpse of 
what the Creator of the Universe has done, inexplicably, for us.   
 
VV 12-14 – The human race is united in ways that we cannot begin to understand.  Our mechanics 
are basically the same, as are our natures.  We are social creatures who desperately need each 
other.  Babies completely deprived of human touch, even if provides everything else, rarely survive 
their first year.  Few people can live as hermits, much as we might like to believe we can.  Similarly, 
one person’s sin directly impacts everyone around him, and everyone on earth.  We are our brother’s 
keepers. 
 
Because of this, Adam’s sin in the garden condemned all mankind to sin and death.  His action 
caused changes in his very body which caused changes in the bodies of all who spring from him.  As 
a result, we all sin, we are prone to sin and we cannot avoid sin.  Further, we will die. Sin preceded 
the Law, but the Law clarified our knowledge of sin.  
 
Notice that Paul refers to Adam’s sin but not to Eve’s sin.  As a result of Adam’s authority and the fact 
that he was not deceived as Eve was (1 Timothy 2:12-14), sin came into the world directly through 
him.  
 
V15 - Because of the underlying unity of the human race, sin entered through the work of one man.  
Because of that same unity, Christ’s sacrifice on the cross can cover all of humanity.  In reality it will 
not but that is only because certain people refuse to accept it.  God will not force unwilling people into 
a relationship with Him.   
 
VV 16-17 – Jesus’ work is a gift given to man from God, not for judgment and condemnation but for 
judgment and justification.  Adam brought death but Christ brought grace and righteousness.  We will 
be judged on the basis of the righteousness of Christ (1 Corinthians 1:30).  
 
VV 18-19 – Adam’s single transgression, his disobedience to and rebellion against the Lord, brought 
condemnation to all men.  Jesus’ victory, His sinless life, His vicarious death and His eternal 
resurrection, brought the possibility of justification to all men.  Again, however, not all men will accept 
Him and these will not be justified. 
 
VV 20-21 – The Law came so that people would know their sin.  From it they discovered that their sin 
was far worse than they suspected. Nonetheless, the grace of God was greater.    
 
Romans 6 
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VV 1-2 – Paul has made clear the magnificence of the grace of God, and here he anticipates an 
obvious conclusion.  If the Lord’s grace is so good and obeying Him through works is so hard, why 
not just keep sinning so He can give even more grace?  Paul replied that this is impossible, because 
people saved by grace are dead to sin.  If they are dead to it, they can no longer live in it.  If they live 
in it, they are not really dead to it.   
 
This does not suggest that believers should never sin; Paul himself had terrible struggles with his 
fleshly desires (Romans 7:24).  Rather it suggests that our conscience has been enlivened by the 
power of the Spirit and our desire is to do right rather than wrong.  When a child of God sins it should 
discomfit him and he should have a strong and growing urge to be cleansed of his sin through 
confession and repentance (1 John 1:9). 
 
V3 – Jesus was crucified for the sins of man.  Those who have believed in Jesus and received the 
Spirit of God had their sins nailed to His cross.  Those sins died with Christ.  How then can a believer 
remain in them? 
 
VV 4-5 - Jesus kept the whole Law and so was the perfect sacrifice for the sins of man.  He did not 
deserve death but chose it so that He could pay the penalty for our sins.  Since He paid the penalty, 
we no longer have a penalty to pay.  Therefore those who know Him, who are immersed in Him, who 
are permeated with His Spirit, will rise with Him in the final day.    
 
VV 6-7 – We commonly consider death to be a terrible thing, the last foe to fight on earth and the one 
who will always win.  To die is to leave everything we know and love and to have our very bodies 
deteriorate into nothing.  Who knows what happens after that? 
 
In my medical practice I have encountered many people who are very old and very sick.  They feel 
the same things noted above, but many also feel a strange longing to be free of this life.  Most of their 
friends and family no longer inhabit the earth.  Their bodies are often in unending pain and no longer 
do what they command.  Many feel like a burden to others, with no one who needs anything from 
them and scant ability to help even if someone did need something.  Those people who are unsure 
about their fate in the hereafter are often desperate in their clinging to life.  Those people who are 
confident in their fate in Christ often see physical death as a welcome release.   
 
In this passage Paul reminded his Roman readers that because our sinful natures were placed on 
Christ when he was crucified, that nature is now dead.  We no longer have a penalty to pay for our sin 
because Christ paid it.  We are no longer condemned to sin because we are dead to sin and 
therefore we are freed from it. 
 
VV 8-9 – The resurrection of Jesus Christ changed everything.  Few of us seriously consider the 
specter of death because all of us will be crushed by it…it is simply too terrifying.  Because we 
struggle with this Great Enemy, we fail to understand the amazing work of our Greater Ally.  Jesus 
defeated Death and as a result we who are filled with His Spirit will rise from dead as He did.  The 
Son of God did not escape physical death and neither will we.  However, at the proper time in the 
plan of God, our bodies will rise again into immortality and newness of life just as His did.   
 
VV 10-11 – Jesus died to take the penalty for the sins of the world upon Himself.  He then rose again 
and now lives to do the work and enjoy the glory of God.  Because of Christ’s work, we are also dead 
to sin and now must live to do the work and enjoy the glory of God.   



 

16 
 

 
VV 12-13 - We sin through our bodies.  Lust, rage, fear, and all the deeds of the flesh (Galatians 
5:19-21) occur through our bodies.  Even more, we cannot do these deeds if our bodies do not 
cooperate.  Therefore children of God through the work of Jesus Christ must yield (παρίστημι paristēmi – 

to present, to proffer, to give to use) their bodies to Him for the work of God, and not yield our bodies to 

sin.  Notice that the language is intentional; we either yield to God or yield to sin.  Either way it is an 
active choice that we perform and we are responsible for.   
 
V14 – Rather than having a master that we cannot escape, sin, saints in Christ now have Him for 
their Master.  On a moment by moment basis, however, they get to choose what they will serve; their 
sinful nature, which they really dead to, or their Lord, who they are alive to.    
 
VV 15-16 – The long and the short of human nature is that we like to sin.  Even after salvation all of 
our habits and natural dispositions are to sin and it is a slow and painful process changing us into the 
likeness of Christ.   
 
In this verse Paul’s hypothetical questioner comes up with another great idea, “Let’s keep sinning 
because we are under grace and not under the Law!”  Paul retorted “no”, because when we sin we 
grow ever more enslaved to sin and when we obey Christ we become ever more enslaved to Him.   
 
We see this every day.  When we perform an act our thought patterns, our muscles, and even our 
neural architecture (neurons in the brain, spinal cord and periphery) involved in that act become 
stronger.  As a result we are more proficient at doing it and more likely to do it in the future.  Consider 
an athlete.  When he swings a bat the first time he is likely to miss the ball entirely.  Over time his 
eyes are better able to see the ball, he develops a better inherent sense of where the ball is in 
relation to his body and his bat, his swing is smoother, his timing is better, and his placement is more 
accurate.  As a result, he is more likely to hit the ball.  Success will build on itself and he will continue 
to hit balls.   
 
Whether the situation is a young boy stealing candy, an adolescent girl going to bed with her 
boyfriend, a woman gossiping or a man hitting his wife, the same progression occurs.  As we sin we 
grow deeper into our slavery to sin.  As we are righteous we grow deeper in our service to Christ. 
 
VV 17-19 – We all start out as slaves to sin, but because of Jesus’ work are given the chance to 
serve Him and not our evil natures.  The saints in Rome used to yield to sin, but now Paul 
encouraged them to yield to Christ. 
 
VV 20-21 – To be a slave to sin is to be free from righteousness.  This is not to say that unsaved 
people don’t ever do anything virtuous but rather to say that God is the source of all righteousness.  
Those who do not know Him are “freed” from Him.  Unfortunately for them, to be freed from the 
source of all life is to be dead.   
 
VV 22-23 – Believers are freed from sin and in bondage to God.  As a result, we enjoy everlasting life 
and the fruits of the Spirit.  Sin would destroy us, but Christ gives us life.   
 
Romans 7 
 
Background - Every religion in the world except for Christianity is ultimately a religion of works, 
meaning that people have to do good things to attain whatever sort of paradise that religion promises.  



 

17 
 

Works-based salvation requires some kind of law to tell people which works (thoughts, words and 
actions) are good and which are bad.  Paul described Christianity as radically new; a religion in which 
one Man did good works and every other man has the opportunity for salvation by taking part of Him 
and thereby receiving credit for His good works.  This process, described as Faith, brings the Holy 
Spirit of God into these “believers”, thus giving them the freedom to resist their wicked moral nature. 
Believers could not do works to bring about this change but because of this change would 
subsequently do good works.       
 
Jews, Greeks, and others in the first century Roman Empire came from a background of works-based 
salvation, and as a result were very interested in the relationship between Law and Faith.  This 
chapter is a discussion of that relationship.   
 
There are three ways to use language: equivocal, univocal and analogical. 
 

Type Definition Example 

Equivocal A word or phrase is used to 
convey different meanings 

A plate is something you eat off of, something you 
slide into in a baseball game, and something 
soldiers have in body armor to protect themselves.  

Univocal A word or phrase is used to 
convey different things with the 
same meaning 

The word “man” refers to Martin Luther, Abraham 
Lincoln and Mao Tse Tung 

Analogical A word or phrase is used to 
compare things in which some 
aspects are the same and some 
are different 

Saying “Joe is a pig” is a metaphor.  It may mean 
that he looks or acts like a pig but it does not mean 
that he is actually a pig.  There are many 
differences.   

 
Here the Apostle Paul uses analogy to describe the relationship between Law and Faith. 
 
V1 – Paul is specifically addressing Jewish Christians and other Jews (“those who know the Law”) in 
the Roman church.  The Law of Moses had jurisdiction over the Jewish people for their entire lives 
(Deuteronomy 6:1-2).  It bound them no matter where they were (Jeremiah 29). 
 
VV 2-3 – A married woman is bound to her husband as long as he lives.  Therefore the law “Do not 
commit adultery (Deuteronomy 5:18)” applies to her.  If her husband dies she is released from her 
obligation to him.  She is therefore free to remarry and would not be violating an obligation to her 
husband if she did so.  Because she has no obligation, the command “Do not commit adultery” does 
not apply. 
 
Although this passage clearly indicates that the death of the spouse is a valid reason for a believer to 
remarry, that is not the purpose of the passage.  Its purpose is to illustrate the relationship between 
the Law and Faith.   
  
V4 – Continuing the analogy, all mankind was under the Law of God; bound to it for life like a woman 
is bound to her husband.  In this case, the Law did not die but the woman did, through the death of 
Jesus Christ.  As a result, she is no longer bound to the Law but bound to her new husband, Jesus 
Christ.  To restate, when a man believes in Jesus and receives the Holy Spirit, he dies to the 
obligations of the Law just as Christ died.  He then rises again just as Christ rose again, this time to a 
new life bound to the Lord. As a result, he bears good fruit for his new Master. 
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V5 – Sin is enticing.  With our evil natures we love to participate in darkness; to eat the forbidden fruit.  
The Law increased our knowledge of sin and awareness of it and actually had the paradoxical effect 
of making us want to sin more.  Everyone knows that as soon as restrictions are placed on a child, he 
wants to test his limits.  A little girl told not to go into the street will walk up to the curb, stand on it, 
lean over it, and watch all the while to see what her mother will do.  If she thinks that no one is 
watching, she will put a hand into the street, then a foot, and then her whole body.  Such behavior is 
not limited to children; adults do the same thing.  By giving us limits, therefore, the Law arouses our 
desire to sin.  The result is the fruit of death. 
 
V6 – Having died with Christ we have been released from the Law. Rather than slavishly obeying the 
Law, which too often is perceived as an impersonal code of do’s and don’ts, we serve the Lord, the 
Person who loves us and gave us everything; even Himself.  Further, rather having to try to obey with 
the fume and fret of our weak wills, we are given the ability to serve by the power of the Spirit.  
 
VV 7-8 - Paul liked to use the phrase “what shall we say then” to introduce a logical but false 
conclusion to a prior argument.  Readers might conclude on the basis of what he had said that Paul, 
a former Pharisee and teacher of the Mosaic Law, now believed the Law to be sin.  This would 
scandalize his Jewish readers and offend many others.  
 
Paul answered strongly against this idea.  The Law is an outgrowth of the moral nature of God, a 
reflection of His holiness.  Far from being sin, the Law is beautiful, powerful and magnificent (Psalm 
119:97-100), as the Lawgiver is.  The Law of God given through Moses lets us clearly see our sin and 
the need for repentance.  
 
The problem is the sinful nature of man which responds to the Law with wickedness.   The phrase 
“sin is dead” can be understood in two ways.   

1. Sin exists but is dormant.  It is less powerful because it has not been aroused by Law. 
2. The holiness of God requires the moral Law.  If there were no God there would be no Law and 

there would be no sin.  This is the single greatest reason to be an atheist; to avoid the Law of 
God and therefore escape the reality of sin.  That way, you can do whatever you want to do.   

 
VV 9-11 – Paul has been using analogy and argumentation to make his points about the relationship 
between the Law and Faith.  Now he uses personal testimony.  Earlier in life Paul lived with an 
imperfect understanding of the Law.  As his understanding increased, the temptation to sin increased 
and his power to resist decreased.  Previously he had been deceived, believing himself to be doing 
OK morally.  After learning the Law he had realized the deadness of his life.    
 
VV 12-13 – Summing up his points, Paul stated that the Law is holy and good.  It did not cause his 
spiritual death, but sin, aroused by the restrictions of the Law, did. 
 
V14 – Paul continues his personal testimony. The Law is spiritual in that it comes from a spiritual 
God.  By contrast, Paul is a hybrid, part of the spirit world but inhabiting the fallen world in his mortal 
body in which he was born in bondage to his sinful nature.   
 
V15 – Paul believes in Jesus and is indwelt by the Holy Spirit.  He knows what to do and has the 
power of the Lord to help him, but still he struggles terribly against his evil nature.  Paul doesn’t even 
understand why he does some of the things he does except that the sin within him is so powerful.   
 
V16 – The Law confirms what Paul is experiencing; that sin is powerful and deadly.   
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VV 17-20 – Paul does not abdicate responsibility for his sin.  Rather he is emphasizing the power of 
wickedness from which, aside from the power of the Spirit, he cannot be freed.  He knows what he 
wants to do and what he should do but sometimes feels powerless to do it. 
 
“Flesh” (σάρξ sarx) is used many different ways in the New Testament.  It can mean the physical body 
of man, the sensuous or animal nature of man, or the sinful nature of man. This passage used flesh in 
the third sense.  It does not, like the Gnostics, teach that matter (including the body) is evil and the 
spirit is good.  It does teach that there is nothing good in the sinful nature of man.  That nature is 
totally evil. 
 
V21 – When Jesus said “Father, forgive them.  They don’t know what they are doing (Luke 23:34)”, 
He was implicitly recognizing the confusion and paralysis that sin causes in the hearts and minds of 
man.  Even followers of Christ, though they want to do good, have no power to do good aside from 
the Spirit. 
 
VV 22-23 – The redeemed spirit of man concurs with the Law of God, but in the world a terrible battle 
rages in each man between the Spirit of God and the nature of sin.   
 
V24 – Paul’s anguished cry of pain for his state.  He was not asking for someone to murder him and 
thereby set his spirit free of his physical body.  The physical body is not the problem; it is the victim.  
God created the universe and pronounced it “Very good” and this included the human body (Genesis 
1:31).  Paul was asking who would set him free from his evil nature. 
 
V25 – The apostle gave thanks to the Lord for saving him.  If He had not, there would have been no 
struggle.  Paul would have remained a slave to sin.    
 
Romans 8 
 
VV 1-2 – We left Paul in the last chapter struggling bitterly against himself to do good because every 
fiber of his flesh wanted to do evil.  The fact that there was a struggle at all testifies to the work of the 
Spirit in the Apostle, because man without the Spirit is dead in sin, and dead men don’t struggle.  Still, 
even Paul felt that he was unable to consistently obey the Lord and do right, even though he wanted 
to.  His concluding plea in verse 24 sets the stage for his glorious answer here. 
 
Paul was a man condemned to die by the Law because of his sin, from which he was unable to free 
himself.  Jesus, through His sinless life and substitutionary death, took Paul’s sin, therefore freeing 
him from it.  Since Paul was freed from sin, he was no longer under condemnation by the Law.   
 
Ponder this for a moment.  Christians lament our struggle with sin, feeling that we are locked in mortal 
combat with a power that will eventually overcome us.  We pray for victory over sin and resist a few 
temptations, congratulating ourselves for resisting but then feeling guilty for our pride.  Other times we 
consider ourselves defeated over and over by sins that we just can’t seem to stop keep doing.  
Eventually we will grow weary and sink into the dust in death.  There is truth in this view of our 
condition, and Paul wrote of those feelings in Romans 7.  For many, this is the most common 
metaphor of the Christian life. 
 
There is another way to view the situation, though.  Rather than seeing ourselves fighting a battle we 
can see ourselves escaping a dungeon.  Sin threw us into a deep pit and left us wallowing in the mire 
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of self-destructive behavior and despair from which we would never escape.  Jesus took our place in 
the pit and lifted us into the sunlit meadows of His glory.  There we can live our lives in love, beauty, 
and peace.   Though our bodies will still weaken and perish, they will be raised again imperishable (1 
Corinthians 15:42).  Thus life on earth is not only a battle, but also glorious freedom in Christ, a 
chance to enjoy all that He has done for us.    
 
VV 3-4 – The Law set forth God’s requirements and the flesh was unable and unwilling to keep those 
requirements.  As a result, the Law condemned us.  Jesus Christ was able to keep the requirements 
of the Law so He had no penalty of His own to pay.  Because of His love for His creation, He died, 
paying our penalty for us and freeing us from the condemnation of the Law.   
 
VV 5-8 - By common grace and the conscience given to us all people without the Spirit of God have 
some sense of right and wrong and can enjoy the pleasures of life on earth, but they cannot set their 
minds (φρονέω phroneō – to seek, to strive for) on the Spirit of God.  This should be obvious; if you don’t 
believe in God, why would you strive for Him?  Therefore they strive for success, glory, pleasure, and 
other things in this world.  Sometimes non-Christians strive for things that they believe will help them 
after death, but unfortunately such striving speaks more of the desire of man to flee God than his 
desire to really know Him.  To flee from God is to flee from the very source of life, beauty and power 
in the universe.  Therefore the mind set on the flesh truly is death.  
 
Believers in Christ have the Spirit of God indwelling them.  Rather than hating and fearing the God we 
do not know, Christians know Him because He lives in us. As a result, we are capable of striving after 
Him, making Him the focus of our lives and ambitions.  Focusing on Him, the fount of all things that 
are good in the universe, results in life and peace.    
 
Our eyes are blinded and our minds bewildered by sin and so we see it as appealing and desirable.  
If we could see as Christ does, we would know the ugliness of sin and the glory of the redeemed life. 
 
V9 – The Spirit of God is what makes the difference.  Those who believe in Christ as Lord and God 
(John 20:28) have the Spirit within them.  They could not claim Him in truth if they did not have the 
Spirit.  Those without the Spirit of God, the Holy Spirit, are not in Christ.   
 
V10 – As discussed elsewhere, death is separation.  Physical death is the separation of our body 
from our spirit and spiritual death is the separation of our spirit from God.  Upon believing in Christ 
and receiving the Holy Spirit, our spirits are reconnected with the Lord.  Our spirits are thus 
“resurrected” from our spiritual death.  Upon redemption by Jesus Christ, sin no longer has any 
control over our spirits.   
 
Our physical bodies, though good in themselves, have not yet been redeemed.  The temptations of 
sin and the penalty of sin still weigh heavily on our biology.   As a result, we continue to struggle with 
sin and ultimately our bodies will fail.  Each man’s spirit will leave his body and physical death will 
occur.  However, God will not forget our bodies for they are integral parts of us.  Some day He will 
make our bodies immortal as He has made our spirits.   
 
V11 – God gave life to the mortal body of Jesus Christ.  The Spirit of God dwells in our mortal bodies.  
Therefore at the proper time God through His Spirit will raise up our mortal bodies even as He raised 
up the body of Christ.  
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VV 12-13 – Because He has done this great work for us, we are obligated to Him to resist the flesh 
and live in accordance with the Spirit as He desires.  
 
VV 14-16 – Here is a radical statement.  The parent-child relationship is one of the closest on earth, 
and Paul told his Roman readers that believers in Christ, who are by definition saved by His work and 
indwelt by His Spirit, become children of God.   
 
The idea that an ordinary, mortal man could become a son of God was preposterous in the minds of 
most first century people.  Certainly there are Greek and other myths which describe a god having 
intercourse with a mortal and a hero being the product of the union.  Perseus, founder-king of 
Mycenae and slayer of the Gorgon Medusa, was the product of the Greek deity Zeus and the mortal 
woman Danae, daughter of King Acrisius of Argos.  The Old Testament describes the nation of Israel 
as the son of God.  Still, the idea that regular people and even deformed or previously wicked people 
could become children of God would have incited hatred and mockery.   
 
Skeptics could argue that though humans might like to have an intimate relationship with God, and 
equally remarkably be heirs to His love and glory, that was a pipe dream.  God is God and man is 
infinitely and eternally below. However true it is the God is God and man is infinitely and eternally 
below, it is equally true that He has condescended to us to make those who believe in Him into His 
children.  Paul taught that this is not only the testimony of our spirit, but of the Spirit of God.  
 
V17 – As His children we share in every part of God.  God the Son, the man Jesus Christ, suffered 
and so we must suffer.  God the Son, the man Jesus Christ, was glorified and so we will be glorified.   
 
V18 – Though Paul is clear about the reality of Christian suffering, he is also clear that the glory we 
will enjoy is far beyond the suffering we will endure.  As dust is to a mountain so our suffering will be 
to our experience of glory with Christ.   
 
VV 19-22 – Mankind is both the perpetrator and the victim of the entry of sin into creation, but he is 
not the only victim.  All of creation, every plant, every animal, and every other part of God’s work has 
been condemned to corruption by the act of Adam.  Animals devour one another, earthquakes and 
tornadoes destroy fauns and hatchlings and wildfires snuff out the lives of millions of plants and 
insects because of sin.  Sin has so permeated our universe that the universe itself will end. 
 
As starving and beaten prisoners of war wait eagerly for the arrival of their armies to free them from 
the clutches of the enemy so creation waits for the coming of the redeemed and glorified children of 
God who will save them from the clutches of sin and destruction.    
 
VV 23-25 – We also wait eagerly to be fully transformed, our bodies taking on immortality. In this life 
we have the “first fruits” of our redemption, the abundant and eternal life promised by Jesus Christ 
(John 10:10).  However, as the first fruits in the spring were but a tiny part of the harvest for the 
ancient Hebrews, so the first fruits of redemption are a tiny part of the harvest of the work of Christ.  
The redemption of our body and the glory of Christ are yet to come. 
 
Why do we not see more of the harvest now?  Because the Father is not finished farming.  He has 
more people to bring into His kingdom before the end of history and the final redemption of His 
people.  Our job as people of Christ is to wait eagerly for our redemption which will come when He 
comes again.   
 



 

22 
 

None of us has to wait very long for relief from carnal suffering.  Even though it has been 2000 years 
since Christ walked the earth it is only about 75 until we as individuals rest.  At that point our spirits go 
to be with the Lord while our bodies linger, decaying on earth.  Time will for us be no more and the 
redemption of our bodies into immortality will seem but a twinkling of an eye, though a hundred 
millennia may have passed.   
 
VV 26-27 – In this life we are so weak that we do not even know how to communicate with God.  The 
Spirit of the Lord living in us, though, takes the feeble cries of our spirits, fiercely opposed by the sin 
within us, and prays for us before the Father.   
 
V28 - This is one of the most famous and most encouraging passages in the New Testament.  
Everything works together for the ultimate good (ἀγαθός agathos – joyful, excellent, honorable) for the 
people of God.   
 
VV 29-30 – God does not inhabit time but eternity, and therefore what we see as a sequence of 
moments and a progression from past through present and into the future, He sees as present; a 
constant NOW.  This is enormously difficult to imagine but this provides a different perspective on 
foreknowledge and predestination. 
 
God foreknew who would receive the grace of Christ and predestined them to receive it. God also 
called them into His kingdom and into His service, justified them before Him through the work of 
Christ, and will ultimately glorify them.  
 
VV 31-32 - We are God’s children and even more than a good human father will defend his child so 
our perfect Father will defend His children.  He loves us so much that He even gave His Son for us.  It 
beggars the imagination. 
 
VV 33-34 - Who will charge God’s people with any crime?  God is the ultimate Law Giver and Judge. 
 
The world constantly points out what it perceives as the sins of the Church.  From the Bible’s 
perspective these would fall into two categories. 

1. Actions that are really sinful committed by those who claim the name of Christ. 
2. Actions that are not sinful at all but are interpreted as such by the confused and sinful world.  

 
Jesus died to pay the price for the former and the later aren’t sins at all?  How can a charge hold 
against God’s people? 
 
VV 35-39 – Nothing can separate us from the love and power of God.  We are His forever.  
 
Romans 9 
 
VV 1-3 – After writing one of the most encouraging and exciting passages in the New Testament 
about the many ways in which believers are blessed, Paul now turned to a subject heavy on his heart.  
The Gentiles were coming to Jesus in large numbers but the Jews were coming in a trickle.  Most 
Jews in the first century opposed the Gospel, many vigorously.   
 
Paul had been a leading Pharisee, and up and comer who probably would have been high priest had 
he stayed in Judaism.  Now he was teaching and writing things which seemed to dispose with the 
Law of Moses and utterly reject his Jewish heritage.  In fact, at Corinth Paul cursed the Jews and 
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warned them that he was turning to the Gentiles (Acts 18:6), As a result the Jews considered him the 
worst sort of traitor and, as Luke recorded in Acts 21-28, many of the leaders wanted nothing more 
than his death (cf. Acts 9:23-24).   
 
Paul did not share their opinion.  His heritage, life and work had centered on the children of Israel; he 
was a Jew through and through.  But Paul knew that the coming of the Perfect Jew changed 
everything and his countrymen were unable, and unwilling, to see it.  Luke told his readers that Paul’s 
custom was to preach first in the synagogue (Acts 9:20, 13:14, 14:1, 17:1-2, 18:4), hoping to reach 
the Jews in each city first, but he was generally rebuffed.   The apostle wanted nothing more than the 
salvation of his people but they were unwilling (cf. Matthew 23:37).  This fact broke his heart.   
 
VV 4-5 – The Israelites were the original recipients of the word and grace of God, adopted as His 
children centuries before (Exodus 4:22, Hosea 11:1).  Most of God’s greatest people, from Moses to 
Malachi, had been Jews.  Jesus Christ, the Redeemer of the World, was Himself a Jew.  For the 
Israelites now to reject the next stage of Jehovah’s revelation and the ultimate means of salvation 
was a crime and a tragedy. 
 
VV 6-7 - The Hebrew’s failure to accept Christ was not a failure of the word of God any more than 
their failure to keep the Law was a failure of His word.  Not everyone who was a biological 
descendant of Abraham was included in Israel’s description as son of God. Abraham had many sons; 
Ishmael (Genesis 16:5), Isaac (Genesis 21:2), Zimram, Jokshan, Medan, Midian, Ishbak, and Shuah 
(Genesis 25:2).  However, only the descendants of Isaac were God’s chosen people. 
 
VV 8-9 – Why?  Because all of the others were sons of the flesh, but Isaac was the son of promise, 
born by the direct miraculous intervention of the Lord.    
 
VV 10-13 – In another example, Rebekah’s children Esau and Jacob were chosen for their destinies 
before they had done anything. They were not given their roles in history for anything they had done 
just as the Israelites were not selected for their numbers and power (Deuteronomy 7:6-8). God chose 
them according to His purposes.  
 
VV 14-16 – Paul again used the argumentation technique first mentioned in Romans 3:3-4.  God is 
the source of all truth and morality and the idea that he could be unjust is ludicrous.  One might as 
well call the sun the source of darkness in our solar system.   Further, measuring the justice and 
morality of God by the standards of unjust and immoral man is like measuring the straightness of a 
ruler by comparing it to a ball.    
   
God is totally sovereign over His universe.  He is all knowing and all powerful and decides what will 
happen moment by moment.  His decrees are not subject to the will or actions of man.  At the same 
time, God is said to change his mind in response to the prayer of Moses (Exodus 32:14) and in 
response to the prayer of Hezekiah (Jeremiah 26:19). Further, man has the choice to obey or disobey 
(Joshua 24:15), choose or reject (John 3:16), and is responsible for that choice.  In the small minds of 
mortal man these facts are mutually exclusive, but in the limitless mind of immortal God they are not.  
It is a great mystery; one that we will do well to continue to plumb.   
 
VV 17-18 – Using the example of Pharaoh in Exodus, Paul explained that God raised him up for the 
very purpose of demonstrating His glory.  He then added, very bluntly, that God decides who to have 
mercy on and who not to. This is a hard saying.   
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VV 19-21 – To further illustrate God’s absolute power and authority, Paul used the metaphor of a 
potter molding his clay.  Most people have no moral difficulty with the image of a potter using an 
inanimate object, clay, for whatever he wants, even making a pot and then breaking into pieces.  
However, most of us recoil at the idea of treating people that way.  Why?   
 
Paul’s metaphor is exactly that, a metaphor, illustrative but not perfect.  The difficulty is that people 
are not inanimate objects; they are the pinnacle of God’s creation made in His image and intended to 
love and worship Him.  God has the right to treat men as a potter treats his clay but He does not.  No 
potter ever loved his clay, and no potter ever gave his life for the “salvation” of his clay as God did for 
the salvation of man.  The very idea is ludicrous.   
 
God’s love, His power, and His nature are so foreign to us that we could never understand Him well 
enough to know Him if He did not reveal Himself to us.  Therefore He used stories, examples and 
images throughout the Bible to communicate that which is nearly uncommunicateable to confused, 
rebellious mankind.  Ultimately He used the perfect technique; He became man just like us, to reveal 
Himself. 
 
It is true that God hardened Pharaoh’s heart but it is equally true that Pharaoh hardened his own 
heart.   
 
VV 22-23 – This passage invites the question, “Did God make some people expressly to condemn to 
hell forever and others expressly to save?  This is a view held by some Calvinists, one of the first 
being Theodore Beza.  However, they would not express the question that way.  Rather, they would 
say in what order did God’s decrees occur?  Here are the views: 
 

Lapsarian Views  
 

Supralapsarianism 
Antelapsarianism  
 

Infralapsarianism 
Sublapsarianism 
Postlapsarianism 

Decree to Save some and condemn others  

Decree to Create the elect and the reprobate Create human beings 

Decree to Authorize the Fall Authorize the Fall 

Decree to Provide salvation only for the elect Save some and condemn others 

Decree to  Provide salvation only for the elect 

 
VV 24-26 – Hearkening back to Hosea, Paul wrote that God had always planned to call Jews and 
Gentiles into His kingdom.  Like Gomer was ultimately restored to Hosea, so Israel will ultimately be 
restored to God (Hosea 2:23).  First, however, the Gentiles needed to be added to His family. 
 
VV 27-29 – The quotation is from Isaiah 10:22.  In the context, Isaiah referred to the past destruction 
of the northern kingdom of Israel by Assyria and, by extension, the future destruction of the southern 
kingdom of Judah by Babylon.  Their destruction, brought on wholly because of their own sin, 
represented God’s temporary rejection. Though both nations were children of Abraham only a 
remnant were saved.   So we have a parallel.  
 

1. Israel and Judah rejected God through their sins and He rejected them in letting them be 
destroyed by Assyria and Babylon, respectively. 

2. God restored His people after 70 years of exile in Babylon. 
3. The Jews rejected God again in the person of Jesus Christ.   
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4. God rejected them by allowing the destruction of their nation and their temple by the Romans 
(this occurred after the Book of Romans was written).  During this time of rejection the Gentiles 
would be brought into the kingdom. 

5. God will restore His people after the ingathering of the Gentiles.   
 
Therefore, the schism between God and the Jews which broke Paul’s heart was only temporary and it 
allowed a great thing, the coming of the Gentiles to the throne of God. 
 
VV 30-33 – Summarizing his argument, Paul returned to his theme of salvation by faith.  People who 
follow the Law are ultimately saved by faith because no one can keep the Law.  The Gentiles, having 
little prior knowledge of the nature of God, were able to accept the gospel by faith.  The Jews, having 
centuries of prior knowledge but mistaking works for faith as the mechanism of salvation, were not 
able to accept the gospel.   
 
Romans 10 
 
V1 – Paul reaffirmed his heartfelt desire for the salvation of Israel.  Not only did he pray for it, he 
worked for it, praying intensely that his countrymen would come to know the Living God.   
 
VV 2-3 – After the catastrophe of twin exiles to Assyria and Babylon, the Jews learned their lessons 
about idolatry and never worshipped the Canaanite and other Middle Eastern gods again, at least not 
according to the Biblical or intertestamental testimony.  The abuse against which Jesus spoke in the 
first century was not the worship of Asherah and Molech but the misplaced zeal of the Pharisees and 
Sadduccees for their interpretations of the Law, Writings and Prophets.  Paul affirmed that they were 
zealous but that zeal did not result in salvation.    
 
This truth is extremely important in our era as well.  Many people believe that all faiths are of equal 
value (or that no faith is of any value).  They argue that there is neither need nor right for one person 
to try to change the religion of another.  Such opponents of proselytizing consider it counter-
productive, judging from the conflicts and wars that they say came about because of religion.    
 
These people would be correct if God did not specify that He must be served in accordance with His 
true nature.  However, He can be known primarily through His word and His creation, and humans 
are not free to “create the Lord in their own image”.  No intensity of belief can save someone who 
rejects the truth about God.     
 
V4 – Christ is the fulfillment of the Law.  Taking part in His salvation is the same as living a sinless life 
in the eyes of the Father.   
 
VV 5-8 – People who follow the Law are constrained to live by the Law, following all of its 
requirements.  Since no one can wholly keep the Law, they are also constrained to die by the Law.  
Those who follow Christ are constrained to live like Christ, following His example.     
 
Using a quotation from Deuteronomy 30:12-13, Paul wrote the Romans that no one needs to ascend 
into heaven or descend into hell to find Christ.  He, and therefore His righteousness, are readily 
accessible to any of us.    
 
V9 – In one of the most famous verses in Romans, Paul provided a description of what salvation 
looks like.  The man who is saved confesses (ὁμολογέω homologeō – declares openly) in word and deed 
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that Jesus is Lord of both his life and of the universe and believes in the key points of Jesus’ life, 
death, and resurrection.  Even demons confess that Christ is Lord (James 2:19) but they do not bow 
before him.    
 
VV 10-11 – The righteous man believes in God and that genuine belief, the kind resulting in faith and 
obedience, is credited to him as righteousness.  As noted in Isaiah, those who believe in God will 
have a secure foundation for their hope. 
 
VV 12-13 - Regardless of race or former experience with the revelation of God (ie. the Jews), anyone 
who understands God in Jesus Christ and who obeys Him will be saved.  More than power, 
knowledge or wealth, an understanding of the Almighty is the greatest thing any man can possess (cf. 
Jeremiah 9:23-24). 
 
“Whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved” is a common phrase in the Old Testament 
(Psalm 79:5-6, 105:1, 166:4-5) and refers to heartfelt plea to the true God.    
 
V14 – Maintaining his focus on the unsaved, especially of the house of Israel, Paul moved in this 
verse from the means of salvation, believing on the Lord, to the courier of the salvation message, the 
preacher.   
 
VV 15-16 - Preachers must clearly understand the gospel message, both in their knowledge and in 
their experience, and then present it to others.  Only then can the others be saved.  The work of such 
people is beautiful in the sight of God (Isaiah 52:7).  Unfortunately, though, some hearers of the word 
will not believe.   
 
V17 – Despite the fact that some will not listen, the only way that faith can come is by encountering 
that word of Christ; His story.   
 
V18 – Just as God promised to Abraham in Genesis 12:3, He would call the whole world to Himself.   
 
VV 19-20 – For 1800 years the Jews had the special status of being the unique people of God.  
Because of their disobedience, they were temporarily and partly rejected by the Lord.  However, He 
always wanted them to return to Him, even provoking them to jealousy by His lovingkindness towards 
the Gentiles.    
 
V21 – Much to Paul’s chagrin, however, at the time of his writing, the Jews had by and large rejected 
their Messiah.   
 
Romans 11  
 
V1 – However, Israel’s rejection of their Messiah, Jesus Christ, was only partial and only temporary. It 
was partial because many Jews actually did accept the Lord, such as the 120 (Acts 1:15), most of the 
3,000 (Acts 2:41), and many more since then. It was temporary because God would never cast away 
His people. Paul, a Jew himself, loved his countrymen deeply and wanted nothing more than for them 
to share the love that He had for Jesus. Paul’s heritage in the tribe of Benjamin put him in the same 
tribe as King Saul (1 Samuel 9:1-2) and the southern kingdom of Judah, not the northern kingdom of 
Israel (1 Kings 12:21).  
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VV 2-5 – During the great apostasy of Israel under Ahab and Jezebel, Elijah feared that he was alone 
in his service to Jehovah. God, however, had kept of remnant of Israelites, at least 7000, who 
remained true to Him (I Kings 19:10-18). In the same way, God had ensured that a goodly number of 
Jews and Gentiles still followed Him, regardless of the persecution.  
 
V6 – This remnant remained true to the Lord because of His grace, His unmerited favor, not because 
of works on their part.  
 
V7 – Even when Paul wrote this, most of the people in Israel were still seeking their Messiah. Only a 
few, those chosen by the Lord, had realized that Jesus was the One. The rest hardened their hearts, 
and their hearts were hardened God, at the same time, just like Pharaoh did.  
 
VV 8-10 – In these verses Paul creates an amalgam of applicable principles using Old Testament 
verses including Isaiah 29:10, Deuteronomy 29:4, and Psalm 69:22-23. The idea is that Israel had a 
temporary inability to see, to hear, and to act on spiritual matters. The very rituals in which they 
trusted so heavily had become a snare, preventing them from hearing and understanding the 
message of Christ. Their willful unbelief had fixed their minds against God, but only partially and 
temporarily.  
 
VV 11-12 – Though Israel stumbled in its treatment of Jesus, God would not let them fall. Their 
refusal to believe opened the door to the Gentiles, which itself would motivate Israel to reconsider. 
Israel’s sin led to opportunity for the rest of the world, but Israel’s final acceptance will be an 
unspeakable blessing to all mankind.  
 
VV 13-14 – Paul was the Apostle to the Gentiles and in this letter his audience was Roman Gentiles. 
Nonetheless he remained devoted to his own people, the Jews, and wanted nothing more than their 
salvation.  
 
VV 15-16 – The author now used analogy to describe how important it was to the Gentiles that the 
Jews believed. Bread dough could never be good if first part was lumpy, no matter how good the 
succeeding parts were. Similarly a tree could never be good if its roots were not good. Thus the 
salvation of the Jews is necessary for the completion of God’s perfect work on earth.  
 
VV 17-18 – As is so common in the world, one group of people was starting to feel better than 
another. In this case, because the Jews had rejected and the Gentiles accepted Christ, the Gentiles 
in Rome were beginning to feel a little cocky towards their Semitic brothers. This is totally unjustified. 
The God who made space for the Gentiles in His tree of salvation made it from the root of Israel.  
 
VV 19-21 – Continuing with the tree metaphor, God broke unproductive branches off of the Tree of 
Israel to make space for the Gentiles. However if the Gentiles became unproductive, God could and 
would just as readily trim them off.  
 
V22 – Just as the Lord was kind to include the Gentiles, they needed to be kind in welcoming their 
Jewish brethren into the Church. If the Gentiles failed, the same fate that befell the unproductive 
Jewish branches would befall them.  
 
VV 23-24 - When Israel returns to follow God, He will graft them back into the tree again.  
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VV 25-27 – As discussed in verse 1, Israel’s rejection, the hardening of their hearts, was only partial 
and was only temporary. The beautiful promises of the Lord to His original chosen people still apply. 
The power of the Almighty will accomplish them.  
 
VV 28-29 – In its rejection of Jesus, Israel had made itself the enemy of God. This fact made those 
entrusted with the gospel shift their efforts to the Gentiles, thus creating an opportunity for them. 
However the gifts of God and the call of God cannot change; Israel must still fulfill its historic 
mandates. 
 
VV 30-31 – The Gentiles were disobedient to God first and the Jews followed. During the time of 
Jewish disobedience the Gentiles received a special dose of the mercy of the Father.  
 
VV 32-35 – Quoting Isaiah 40:13 and Job 41:11, Paul emphasized that God’s plan ultimately is a 
great mystery. Mortal man can understand the rough outline, and fill in a few bits and pieces, but only 
in eternity will we receive the whole picture. Furthermore God Himself is inscrutable. No man can fully 
know His mind except the God-Man, Jesus Christ.  
 
V36 – A brief and suitably Pauline benediction emphasizing the glory of God.  
 
Romans 12 
 

From chapters one through seven, He taught the core of the doctrines of Christianity, including 
man’s sinful nature, and Jesus’ person, His perfect life, His substitutionary sacrifice, and His final 
conquest over death.  Paul’s masterpiece culminated in Romans chapter eight, one of the greatest 
descriptions of God’s power and grace and one of the greatest sources of comfort to believers in the 
Holy Scriptures.   
 
The great apostle changed gears a little in chapter nine, dealing with the vexing problem of Israel.  
The Jews were God’s chosen people, but they had rejected Jesus Christ, a fact which broke Paul’s 
heart.  He concluded chapter nine with his diagnosis of why Israel rejected the Lord, because they 
lacked faith, and demonstrated in chapter 10 that salvation comes from, and only from, faith.  Chapter 
11 began with a promise that Israel’s rejection of Jesus was only temporary, and a reminder to the 
church at Rome that they must not be arrogant towards the Hebrews in the interim.  Rather, the 
Romans were to continue in faith and purity, because just as the natural branches of God’s tree, the 
Jews, were broken off for unbelief, the grafted branches, Gentile Christians, could be also.  Further, 
God in His glory deserves our complete obedience, resulting in faith and purity.   
 
VV 1-3 
 
In Romans 12, Paul began one of the most beloved passages in the New Testament, admonishing 
believers to go beyond total obedience and into ultimate sacrifice to the Lord.  Paul's theme was that 
Christians must present themselves as living sacrifices to the Lord.  The rest of the chapter 
encourages and teaches believers.  The first verse is the theme statement, and the second verse 
describes the mind required to be such a sacrifice.  Verse three is an admonition to humility, and 
verses four through eight remind the Roman reader that all believers are members of the same body, 
one body, and that though gifts vary, each needs each other, and must use his gifts to the fullest.  
Verses nine through sixteen describe how Christians should treat one another, while seventeen 
through twenty-one focus more on how believers are to face a hostile world.   
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Paul’s “therefore” is there for something; to urge the Romans to present themselves as a living 
sacrifice to the Lord.  “Urge (impf 3rd person singular)” is the Greek word (παρακαλέω parakaleō), 
which straddles the border between “command”, which Paul certainly had the apostolic authority to 
do, and “beseech”, which Paul did as a fellow believer (2).  “The mercies of God” (οἰκτιρμός oiktirmos 
– mercy, compassion, pity) refer back to 11:33-36 and serve as the justification for the sacrifice.  
 
Presenting (παρίστημι paristēmi) one’s body, including one’s soul, as a living sacrifice is the standard 
required of all those who truly follow God.  Abraham, Moses and the woman who anointed Jesus’ feet 
are examples of Christ-followers who offered themselves as a living sacrifice.  All believers, whether 
in ancient Rome or modern America must do the same, and shall receive the reward of His grace and 
mercy.  Ephesians 5:2 indicates that Jesus offered Himself as a sacrifice for us, and it is fitting and 
proper that we should do no less.  “Living” contrasts with the animal sacrifices, but even as an animal 
sacrifice cannot be reclaimed by the offeror, so a living sacrifice cannot be reclaimed. Donald Gray 
Barnhouse, in his famous commentary on Romans, notes that the word “holy” (ἅγιος hagios) refers to 
wholeness no less than “set apart”, and suggests that “when we don’t present our bodies to God we 
are less than true men” (Romans, Vol 4, God’s Discipline, pg 19).   The subordinate phrase “spiritual 
service of worship” uses the Greek term for logic (λογικός logikos – spiritual, agreeable to reason) 
which can also be translated “reasonable”, and service (λατρεία latreia – service for hire, sacred 
service). Worship and lifelong service are appropriate given God’s goodness to us.   
 
Note that when we give ourselves completely to Christ, from our love and for His glory, He returns to 
us far more than we could ever hope. The woman who washed Jesus’ feet with her tears, anointed 
with expensive perfume and wiped them with her hair received back the fragrance on her own head. 
She gained fame beyond her station that has lasted millennia, and she gained eternal glory with the 
Lord (Luke 7:37-48).  
 
Being conformed (συσχηματίζω syschēmatizō) to the world (αἰών aiōn, also “Age”, like “eon”) 
suggests fashioning oneself to another’s pattern, an external appearance that does not reflect the 
inner realities that Christ produces (4).  Unbelievers in the World (or this present Age) seek money, 
power, fame and pleasure for their own sake.  Paul taught that Christians may be given one or all of 
these by the Lord, but should not seek them.  Rather the believer’s goal will be Christ.  Being 
transformed (μεταμορφόω metamorphoō) connotes a radical change brought about from the outside 
(passive voice), such as when a tadpole becomes a frog, or a caterpillar becomes a butterfly (5).  
Radical transformation involves a different mindset, different lifestyle, often different friends, and a 
complete redirection from darkness to light.    The same Greek word is used in Mark 9:2 to describe 
Jesus’ change during the Transfiguration (6).  Our metamorphosis is our becoming like Christ.  
Renewing (ἀνακαίνωσις anakainōsis) of the mind can only be done by God’s Holy Spirit. No amount 
of human effort can change a sinner into a saint, but only the grace of God.  Grammatically, the idea 
is poignant, for humans tend to see themselves as subjects, not direct objects as in this sentence, 
being acted upon by someone else.  The Lord gives a renewed mind so that we can prove 
(δοκιμάζω dokimazō) what His will is, good (ἀγαθός agathos - useful, excellent, honorable), 
acceptable εὐάρεστος euarestos –primarily used as acceptable to God, but also used of slaves to 
their earthly masters), and perfect (τέλειος teleios – not flawless, but finished, complete and 
possessing integrity).  Paul’s implication here was that believers, through the power of the Spirit, are 
(present) and will be (future) actively “proving what is the will of God” as opposed to passively “being 
transformed” in verse 2. 
 
In the phrase “For through the grace (χάρις charis – favor, benefits) given (δίδωμι didōmi – supplied, 
granted) to me”, Paul identified the source of his subsequent lessons on humility. Knowing human 
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nature, Paul did not admonish the Romans not to think too lowly of themselves, but too highly 
(ὑπερφρονέω hyperphroneō).  Sound judgment (σωφρονέω sōphroneō) is possible because God has 
allotted (μερίζω merizo – to divide, to distribute) to each person a measure of faith (πίστις pistis – 
conviction of truth, belief), supernatural ability to fulfill his role in the body of Christ.  In another sense, 
only when one sees his gift through the lens of faith will he realize that his gift is exactly that, a gift, 
and therefore to be received from God humbly and with gratitude rather than pride (7).  Matthew 
Henry concluded, “Christ, who had gifts without measure, was meek and lowly, and shall we that are 
stinted, be proud and self-conceited” (8)?   
 
VV 4-5 - Paul transitioned (“for”, γάρ gar) from providing general exhortations to all Christians to 
painting the picture of the Church as the body (σῶμα sōma) of Christ, and providing information about 
how individual believers, through their spiritual gifts, should best serve Him and each other.  Gifts are 
not sources of superiority, but of service.  The body analogy is profound.  Just as the head has 
absolute control over the body, so Christ has absolute control over the Church.  Just as every part of 
the body benefits when one part benefits, and suffers when one part suffers, so does the Church.  
Just as every part (μέλος melos - members) of the body needs every other part to survive and 
reproduce, so also does the Church.  “Individually members of one another” describes each Christian 
not only belonging to the Lord, but to each other (9).  Of all of the analogies of the believer’s individual 
and the Church’s corporate relationship to Jesus Christ, this is, to me as a physician, the most 
amazing.   
 
VV 6-8 - The Apostle Paul listed the gifts and told the Roman Christians, and believers in all ages, to 
use them.  Prophecy (προφητεία prophēteia) is a “discourse emanating from divine inspiration and 
declaring the purposes of God” (10).  Service (διακονία diakonia) is the same Greek word which is 
translated “deacon”, and responsibilities are given in Acts 6.  Believers whose gift is teaching 
(διδασκαλία didaskalia) can “interpret, clarify, systematize and explain God’s truth (11).  Exhortation 
(παράκλησις paraklēsis) comes from the same word that Paul used in verse one, and is a special 
gifting to encourage and call people to the Truth.  Giving (μεταδίδωμι metadidōmi) people are called 
upon to share resources liberally. Christians with the gift of leadership (προΐστημι proïstēmi – preside 
over, protect, guard) are to guide their homes and their churches in wisdom and diligence 
(σπουδή spoudē – haste, earnestness).  Finally, those especially gifted with mercy should exercise it 
cheerfully (ἱλαρότης hilarotēs).   
 
Every gift is important. Man is always ready to rank people according to the fame, money, power and 
pleasure that accords to people based on their gift. The healers and the miracle workers get the 
greatest glory (1 Corinthians 12:9-10), followed by the teachers, prophets and administrators. In the 
minds of some, service and mercy are the least desirable gifts. But this is not true in the mind of God. 
He records the names of some of the humblest of His servants, people no earthly historian would 
ever remember, in His most precious book. Imnah the Levite was a mere porter, but his faithful work 
was recognized by God (2 Chronicles 31:14). The Lord truly gives greater glory to those who seem 
the least honorable (1 Corinthians 12:22-24).    
 
VV 9-11 – Paul began with one of the most important Greek words in the Bible, Agape, which refers 
to God’s selfless love. In the NT, ἀγάπη agapē is found 116 times, the sheer frequency emphasizing 
that believers are called to have and display it.  Hypocrisy (ἀνυπόκριτος anypokritos) is totally 
inconsistent with God’s love, and has no place in the brotherhood of Christ.  Abhoring 
(ἀποστυγέω apostygeō) what is evil suggested not merely disliking it but actually having a horror of 
what displeases God and is inconsistent with His character.  Conversely, when one clings 
(κολλάω kollaō) to what is good, he is cemented to it, unable and unwilling to move away.  Being 
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devoted to one another in brotherly love (φιλαδελφία philadelphia) ties directly into the community of 
the Church.  Love belongs to people, not to principles (12), possessions, or achievements.  
Additionally, believers should “give preference to each other in showing honor (τιμή timē)”.  FF Bruce 
goes so far as to say that we should “outdo each other in showing honor” (13), recognizing the work 
of God in others.  Diligence (σπουδή spoudē) speaks of earnestness in accomplishing God’s work 
(serving - δουλεύω douleuō - the Lord ) using His gifts.  ζέω zeō, the term for fervent in verse 11, 
envisages Christians “glowing” or “boiling” with desire for Jesus, like the great prophet Jeremiah, for 
whom the Word of God was like a burning fire that he could not hold back (Jeremiah 20:9).   
 
VV 12-14 - This comprises three independent clauses, and continues the list of things that true 
believers, those who are “living sacrifices” and who are not conformed to the world, but transformed 
by the Spirit, will do.   Paul reminded the Romans that they would face tribulation (θλῖψις thlipsis – 
pressure, pressing together), and that by continually rejoicing in hope (ἐλπίς elpis – expectation, can 
be of good or evil, but good in this context) and praying devotedly, they would overcome.  Whether 
during times of persecution or peace, Christians were required to support each other spiritually, and 
materially by contributing (κοινωνέω koinōneō) to meet the needs of other saints and practicing 
hospitality (φιλοξενία philoxenia – love of strangers).  Note that contributing does not mean merely 
giving a gift, but actually becoming a sharer or a partner in their need.    
 
Now Paul turned his attention to how the Romans should treat their persecutors.  To persecute 
(διώκω diōkō) is to “make to run or flee”.  Followers of Jesus are to bless them, not by praying that 
the Lord will prosper their wickedness, but by praying that He will change their hearts to repentance 
and His service (14).   Cursing or imprecating should not be done by Christ’s followers, even as He 
did not do it (cf. Luke 9:51-56).   
 
VV 15-16 - Paul brings back the concept of sharing in one another.  Even as believers partner with 
others in contributions and hospitality, so they partner with one another in rejoicing (χαίρω chairō) and 
weeping (κλαίω klaiō), feeling so deeply their emotions that they participate in them.   Verse 16 
continues the theme, with Paul admonishing us to “be of the same mind” with one another and 
warning against haughtiness (ὑψηλός hypsēlos – exalted on high) and pride.  We are to associate 
(συναπάγω synapagō), or “be carried away with” the lowly, even as Christ in the Incarnation, choose 
to be carried away with us.   
 
VV 17-21 - The Roman Christians were brought back to the question of how to face a hostile world.  
Paul began with the general principle, “never repay evil (κακός kakos – wrong, injurious, destructive) 
for evil”.   Using the present participle, he implied that even when the evil is ongoing, believers’ faith 
and goodness would be ongoing as well.  We do so not because persecutors do not deserve evil; 
they clearly do (2 Thessalonians 1:6), but because it is not in our nature as Christ-followers to do evil 
to others.  “Respecting what is right in the sight of all men” refers not to accepting the world’s 
definition of what is right, but to perceiving beforehand (προνοέω pronoeō) how whatever Christians 
do will be perceived by others and to ensure that a good witness.       
 
Peace (εἰρηνεύω eirēneuō) requires sincere effort from all parties, and Christians are to do their 
utmost to always be at peace with all men.  When peace is not possible and we suffer wrong at the 
hands of someone, we are not to seek revenge (ἐκδικέω ekdikeō) and retaliate, but trust the Lord to 
administer perfect justice (15).  In our sin, humans are incapable of perfect justice, and too often 
cannot manage proper justice.  Sometimes we perceive a wrong when none was intended and, in 
God’s perfect reckoning, none was done.  Our perceptions are to blame.  Other times we truly are 
wronged, but the punishment we would choose is far in excess of the wrong.  Whether in the OT 
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(Deuteronomy 32:35) or in the NT (Romans 12:19), God makes it clear that wrath and revenge 
(ἐκδίκησις ekdikēsis) belong to Him only, and that He will repay (ἀνταποδίδωμι antapodidōmi – 
provide recompense).  God prefers is that those who wrong believers should repent and be forgiven, 
a truth which is intolerable to humans because when someone has been wronged, he wants to see 
evil done to the perpetrators (cf. Jonah 4:1-11), rather than remembering how much God through 
Christ has forgiven him.  Justice will be done, however, because even when sins are forgiven and 
one’s eternal future is secure, sin has natural consequences on this earth which always come back 
upon the sinner.   
 
Paul in verse 20 referred back to Proverbs 25:21-22.  According to MacArthur, “it refers to an ancient 
Egyptian custom in which a person who wanted to show public contrition carried a pan of burning 
coals on his head.  The coals represented the burning pain of his shame and guilt (16).”  He 
summarizes verses 17-20 in the chapter’s final verse, verse 21, by encouraging his Roman readers 
not to be overcome (νικάω nikaō) by evil, but to overcome evil with good (ἀγαθός agathos – useful, 
pleasant, honorable, excellent). 
 
Romans 13 
 
Background – Romans 12 is a beautiful treatise on service, and Paul wrote Romans 13 to teach 
Christians what that service means in relation to temporal authorities.  Jesus was clear that His 
kingdom is not of this world (John 18:36) but believers remain in the world doing His work and 
needed to know how to behave.  
 
The Roman Christians to whom Paul was writing had undergone some persecution but it was not yet 
severe.  As noted above, the Apostle wrote this from Corinth to Rome towards the end of his third 
missionary journey, about AD 56.  The first large scale persecution was under Nero (reigned 54-68 
AD) but this did not become severe until after the fire of Rome (64 AD).   
 
This is at least as important today as it was 20 centuries ago.   
 

Belief system Religious focus Secular (political) focus 

Christianity Faith, good works, the afterlife  Very little 

Islam Good works, the afterlife Jihad (physical war), physical punishment for 
infidels, death for apostasy, Islamic theocracy 

Judaism Israel chosen of God, good 
works 

The nation of Israel: government, public health, 
priestly system, laws, social justice and 
economics 

Confucianism No mention of the afterlife Good works with respect to living well in this life 
and having a stable society.  Acting in 
accordance with one’s position in society to 
achieve harmony. 

Buddhism Good works, no independent 
afterlife 

Focused more on behavior in this life and 
relations between men. 

Hinduism Good works, reincarnation Strict caste system governs social relations 

 
VV 1-2 – Be subject (ὑποτάσσω hypotassō – to obey, voluntarily submit, assume responsibility for placing oneself 

under another) to governing authorities (ἐξουσία exousia).  The imagery here is that of a soldier hearing 

his commander’s order, considering it, deciding to obey it and obeying.  It is not mindless or 
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unquestioned obedience because the law of God as given in Scriptures is the absolute authority.  Any 
order of man which contradicts the law of God must be disobeyed.   However, any order of man 
which does not contradict the law of God must be obeyed. This is because all authority comes from 
God, and He puts people into positions of authority over others.  To disobey such people is to disobey 
God Himself.  
 
Obedience must be not partial but complete, prompt, and without resentment (Philippians 2:14).  We 
tell our children that they must obey all the way, right away, and with a happy heart.  The same goes 
for all of us.   
 
VV 3-4 – Paul taught the Roman believers that rulers, even the then-current occupant of the throne, 
Nero, rewarded good behavior.  Christians, therefore, should behave well and avoid bringing the 
wrath of government upon themselves.  He even called government “a minister of God to the 
believers for good.”  Why?  
 
With some exception authorities, whether in politics, military, business, education, or elsewhere, are 
intelligent, hardworking people.  They are no better and no worse than other people morally and 
though they are not tempted more than others, they have more power to act on their temptations.  
This dangerous situation is tempered by the fact that people in power want to stay in power and 
therefore generally prize stability.  Without stability economies don’t generate wealth, populations 
don’t increase, and the fundamental needs of man, society and the human race are not met. As a 
result, even the worst rulers have limited power and it is in their self-interest to promote stability and 
prosperity for their populace.   
 
Obedience is an unpopular concept in America in 2011.  The word “obey” has been dropped from the 
popular lexicon, no longer being found in wedding vows or schools.  Even soldiers are taught to 
“follow orders”, thus avoiding the word “obey”. This is largely a product of the 20th century.  Legitimate 
authorities in World War I gave orders that turned out to be foolish, costing millions of lives and 
accomplishing nothing.   Lawful rulers in Nazi Germany, Imperial Japan, Stalinist Russia and Maoist 
China ordered their minions to commit to commit terrible crimes.  Milgram’s obedience to authorities 
experiments in the 1960s and 70s demonstrated that otherwise decent and intelligent people would 
intentionally torture others if commanded by a seemingly legitimate authority.   Many a woman told to 
obey her husband has been wounded or even killed by his abuse of power.   
 
Power exists in the world.  Everyone has had some but there have always been some who had more 
than others.  In light of the evil nature of man, those with more power have often mistreated those 
with less.  Power is never absolute; it is always checked by the power of God and the power of 
others.  Paul in this passage acknowledged the reality of power, told his readers that they were to 
obey those that God had placed in authority over them, but did so in the context of the strict 
requirement that when there was a conflict between the orders of man and the word of God, 
Scriptures would always prevail (Acts 5:29).   
 
V5 – Christians are not only to be subject to authorities because of their fear of punishment, but also 
because of their own desire to do good. 
 
V6 – Taxes have been contentious since the dawn of time.  Paul told the Roman Christians to pay 
their taxes. 
 
V7 – Expanding the idea, Paul told his readers to give whatever is due to whomever it is due. 
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Item Greek Idea 

Tax φόρος phoros Annual tax levied upon houses, lands (income) and persons 

Custom τέλος telo Tolls, indirect tax on good 

Fear φόβος phobos Fear, dread, terror, reverence 

Honor τιμή timē Deference or reverence given for rank or position 

 
VV 8-10 – Ultimately, every believer owes at least one thing to everyone else, the selfless love 
(ἀγαπάω agapaō) that God has for all of His creation and which is available to us through the indwelling 
of His Spirit.  The Law is summed up in the requirement to love one another.  
 
VV 11-12 – It is debatable whether or not Paul expected the Lord to return in his lifetime.  Either way, 
Paul’s statement that the time is short is true.  Whether through the return of Christ or through natural 
death, each of us has little time in our lives.  We must do good and not evil.  
 
VV 13-14 – The Apostle concluded the chapter by reminding the Roman Christians of things to avoid 
and also how to avoid them, by putting on Christ.  
 
Romans 14  
 
Background – Another pressing issue in the church in Rome was that of judgment.  Rome was the 
imperial capital, the leading city in the Empire, and thus subject to the same temptation to arrogance 
that has characterized leading cities in history.   
 
V1 – It is appropriate for believers to receive others into the church whether they are strong or weak 
in the faith.  However, there is a constant danger that those who are more knowledgeable in the ways 
of Christianity, or at least the culture of Christianity, will look down on those who are not.  This 
spiritual pride has no place in the body of Christ.    
 
Instead, those who are weak must be taught the truth of Christ in a spirit of humility and love and 
thereby strengthened.   
 
VV 2-3 – Unlike in Judaism and in many other religions certain matters, such as what a person eats, 
are not crucial to the Christian faith. In such matters honest believers may differ in their opinions 
about what to do.  Those who differ may do so freely but must never judge those who disagree with 
them.  To do so is to threaten the unity of the Body of Christ, a far more important issue than what 
someone eats.  Food was a major area of contention in ancient Rome and so Paul uses it as an 
example. 
 
However, certain things are crucial to the faith.  On those matters, such as the nature of sin, the 
person of Christ, no one whether strong or weak can be permitted to introduce bad theology or 
practice in the body. Just as the skin of the human body is soft and yielding but the bones are hard 
and do not bend, so some matters of Christianity are open to compromise while some are not.  Two 
believers can differ on whether baptism is by immersion or sprinkling, but no one can deny the 
physical resurrection of Jesus and still be a Christian (1 Corinthians 15:1-19).   
 
V4 - God is the master and all Christians are His servants.  In fact all people and all creation serve 
His ultimate purposes, whether they know Him or not  
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Nonbelievers serving the Lord 
 

Pharaoh Exodus 9:13-17 

Assyria Isaiah 10:1-11 

Nebuchanezzar Jeremiah 27:6 

Cyrus Isaiah 44:28 

 
Every person is a servant, knowing or unknowing and willing or unwilling, of the Lord, and we are 
answerable to Him.  However, since true service is done knowingly, willingly and out of a spirit of 
Love, believers are the real servants of God.  Therefore Christians are ultimately accountable to Him, 
not to other Christians, and the Lord will ensure that they serve well.   
 
V5 – On matters which are not crucial to the faith, Christians must accept one another in a spirit of 
brotherhood.   
 
This is a far cry from the world’s view of tolerance.  The world tells us that tolerance is the highest 
virtue, more important than integrity, courage, or any other.  No theological or cultural opinion should 
make one man intolerant of another because tolerance is the only truth.  There are several problems 
with the world’s view of tolerance. 
   

1. It is self-contradicting because tolerance is intolerant of intolerance.  If tolerance was absolute, 
tolerant people would tolerate intolerant people as well as others. 

2. No one really believes in tolerance about things that they genuinely care about.  A man who 
cares little for religion finds it easy to be tolerant about it, but few people are tolerant of 
violence against themselves, their families, or their pocketbooks.    

3. No one really believes that all values systems are equal.  The most tolerant liberals are 
generally intolerant towards Fascism…and Christianity.   

 
V6 - The Bible teaches that a few things are truly important and there must be no compromise on 
things.  On other matters people are allowed to do what they want.  God made each of us able to 
serve Him in an absolutely unique way and He wants us to do so.  As long as we stay faithful to the 
Lord, loving Him, serving Him and worshipping Him, we can do whatever we want to do.  This is 
because our desires will be in line with His desires for us.  
 
VV 7-8 – The ultimate relationship in each of our lives as humans is with the Lord.  He is the only One 
who was truly with us at the moment of our birth, He is the only One who is with us every moment of 
our lives, and He is the only One who will be truly with us at the moment of our death.  Whatever we 
do and wherever we are, we are His.  
 
Over a lifetime, a non-Christian rejects the Lord again and again and consequently refuses a personal 
relationship with Him.  God still walks with him, beckoning him to follow Him every day of his life and 
helping and protecting the non-believer each moment, but he gradually moves farther away.  At the 
moment of his death the non-believer, rejecting the Lord who loves him so, is finally and eternally 
separated from God.   
 
The Christian life is different.  At a moment in time the believer accepts Jesus Christ as his Lord and 
Savior and the Holy Spirit comes to live in him. Each day the Christian, under the guidance of the 
Spirit, grows closer to the God of Creation.  The Lord of the Universe helps him, protects him and 
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reveals Himself to him over the course of his life.  At the moment of his death the believer, accepting 
the Lord who loves him so, is finally and eternally united with God. 
 
VV 9-12 – God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit, the three persons in the Godhead, 
are sovereign over all things.  Man is able to exercise dominion only over the things that God allows 
(Genesis 1:28).  Every person on earth, whether they have a personal relationship with Him or not, 
will ultimately acknowledge Jesus as Lord.  We will all give account of our lives to our Creator.  
 
V13 – Judging each other in unimportant areas of life and faith breed disunity and make obstacles for 
others, both in coming to the faith and in living out the faith.   
 
VV 14-15 – God made the entire world and everything in it.  Therefore nothing is inherently clean or 
unclean.  Things considered unclean in the Law, including certain animals and body fluids, were 
made by the Holy God and therefore cannot really have been unclean.  What makes a created thing 
unclean is not its nature but whether or not it brings man to or away from God.    
 
VV 16-17 – Eating and drinking are not important in the kingdom except insofar as they promote or 
discourage each man’s relationship with God and building of the fruits of the Spirit.  
 
VV 18-21 – Rather than bickering over debatable issues of small importance, Christians must pursue 
the things with build up their brethren in the faith and encourage peace in the family of God. 
 
VV 22-23 – We should not live in a way that condemns ourselves.   
 
Romans 15 
 
VV 1-2 – Some believers are stronger in the faith than others.  Characteristics of stronger Christians: 
 

Characteristic Reference 

More experienced in the faith 1 Timothy 3:6 

More knowledgeable in the word of God Acts 17:11 

More obedient to His commands.   John 14:15 

More active in disciple making Matthew 28-18-20 

More joyful in service to the Lord Acts 16:22-25 

More desirous of worshipping Him Philippians 3:8 

 
Those who are strong must help those who are weak to become strong. As parents are responsible 
to develop their children and as teachers are responsible to train their students so mature Christians 
are responsible to help less mature Christians become more like Christ.  In the body of Christ we are 
our “brother’s keeper (cf. Genesis 4:9)”.  This does not mean that weaker Christians escape 
responsibility for their own growth in Christ any more than children escape responsibility for learning 
in school.  Ultimately, believers “work out their own salvation” (Philippians 2:12-13). 
 
How do we get this in a church? 

1. Humility - Mature Christians must acknowledge their maturity while avoiding the temptation to 
become proud while immature believers must acknowledge their need for help.   

2. Openness – How are we to help one another if we don’t know each others’ strengths, 
weaknesses and needs? 
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3. Time – The modern American church member is so busy with activities, many of which have 
no eternal value, that he does not have time to listen to the still, small voice of God in himself, 
much less the cries of others.  Those who are weak hide their weakness in activity rather than 
confronting it. 

4. Simplicity – Not only too many activities but also too much stuff competes for our time, energy, 
and focus.     

 
Strong believers do not help to develop weaker ones to gratify themselves but to edify (to build up) 
their brothers.  
 
V3 – Jesus is the perfect example.  The Incarnation was not for His benefit but for ours.  
 
V4 – Modern believers need to remember that the Old Testament was the “Bible” of the early church.  
The OT was written to teach the people of God about the nature of God.  It was also written to build 
faith in God in its readers so that they would learn to know Him, trust Him, and obey Him.  True 
knowledge of God is very encouraging because it assures us of His love and goodness.  Therefore 
the word of God would enable the Lord’s people to remain faithful to Him throughout the ups and 
downs of life and provide hope of eternal glory.   
 
VV 5-6 – People who are filled with Holy Spirit and studying the word of God will grow in the correct 
knowledge of God.  This will help them be of the same mind with each other regarding God and His 
creation and of the same mind as Jesus Christ, who knew God perfectly because He is God.   
 
I have traveled in over 60 countries.  Many of them have been in the West and therefore fairly familiar 
in terms of language and culture.  Some have been in the East and much less familiar.  However, 
when I am with genuine followers of Jesus Christ and studiers of His word, I am not alone.  Even 
when we cannot speak the same language and when we understand the world so differently, 
knowledge of the Risen Lord binds us with an eternal and unbreakable bond.  We are of the same 
mind in Christ Jesus.     
 
V7 – Christ is infinitely strong and we are pitifully weak.  He is God and we are implacable rebels 
against God. He gives without limit and has love beyond description and we are black holes, sucking 
in everything around us in a desperate effort to fill the hole that sin has left in our hearts.  The 
distance between the Lord and us is without limit, and yet He accepts us.  Though the difference 
between stronger believers and weaker believers is much less, we have much trouble accepting our 
weaker brethren.  We must do so with the mind of Christ. 
 
V8 – Though He is God, Jesus became a servant to the Jewish people, teaching them the truth and 
fulfilling the promises made by their ancestors centuries before.   
 
VV 9-12 – Jesus also was a servant to the Gentiles to the glory of Father God.  Paul strung together 
many Old Testament Scriptures (2 Samuel 22:50, Psalm 18:49, Deuteronomy 32:43, Psalm 117:1, 
Isaiah 11:10) to demonstrate that from the very beginning of the nation of Israel, the Father had 
intended to provide salvation for the Gentiles as well as the Jews. 
 
V13 – A common business phrase in America is “hope is not a strategy”, suggesting that wishing 
something will happen is not the same as making it happen.  Hope, to the world, represents a weak 
desire that is more likely to be dashed than not.   
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Hope to a Christian is related to faith, which is “the assurance of things hoped for and the conviction 
of things not seen (Hebrews 11:1).”  When a believer hopes as the world does he has no more 
assurance than a non-believer.  However, when he hopes in the promises of the God of Hope, he has 
perfect assurance that everything that the Lord promised will be given.   
 
V14 – As Paul approached the end of his letter, he wanted the Christians in Rome to know that he 
had great confidence in them; their Spirit-induced goodness, their knowledge of the faith, and their 
ability to encourage one another. 
 
VV 15-16 – The apostle had written boldly to the Romans because that was his duty as a minister of 
Jesus Christ.  Further, since his ministry was primarily to the Gentiles, he wanted them to be perfect 
(τέλειος teleios - complete) and fully acceptable to the Lord.   
 
VV 17-19 – Continuing with the theme of his ministry to the Gentiles, Paul first noted that he could 
boast of nothing but what Christ had done through him.  It was the Lord’s work that produced 
obedience and power in the lives of those to whom Paul ministered.  He had completed his first and 
second missionary journeys and was writing from Corinth towards the end of his third missionary 
journey when this was written, and by this time Paul had preached the gospel to the Gentiles from 
modern Palestine to modern Croatia.   
 
VV 20-21 – Paul was always looking for virgin territory in which to share the gospel so that he could 
teach each person afresh.  In that sense he was truly a pioneer in the faith.  He saw himself as an 
evangelist, reaching new people, rather than a pastor-teacher who build on the foundation built by 
another (cf. Ephesians 4:11). 
 
VV 22-24 – The church in Rome had been founded by believers returning from the first Pentecost 
(Acts 2:10).  Because Paul’s focus was on unevangelized areas he had not been able to go to Rome 
in any of his earlier journeys.  He had wanted to go, however, and since the work of evangelism in the 
Balkans and Asia Minor was well along, Paul felt the liberty to visit Rome, perhaps on his way to new 
ground in Spain.   
 
V25 – First, however, Paul felt a pressing call of the Lord to return to Jerusalem (Acts 20:22-23, 
21:13-14). 
 
V26 – The Roman Empire and especially Palestine had been hit by a series of severe droughts in the 
reign of Claudius (41-54 AD).  Jerusalem, never very wealthy since the old days of the kingdom, had 
become poorer and the Christians, too often persecuted by the Jews, were the poorest of all.  Paul 
therefore took offerings in the wealthier churches back to Judea.   
 
V27 – In many ways Jerusalem was the mother church, having provided spiritual food through the 
Old Testament, the work of Christ and the early efforts of the apostles for all of the other churches.  
Therefore Paul found in reasonable that the other churches, daughters in the spirit, would help their 
mother.   
 
V28 – After making his delivery, Paul purposed to go to Spain. 
 
VV 29-32 – Paul promised to bless the Romans greatly and completely when he came to them. 
However, he knew that he would be in great danger in Judea.  He would be in physical danger from 
his former colleagues, the Pharisees who now wanted to destroy him, and in spiritual danger from 
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other believers.  Many believers in Jerusalem, primarily Jews, were not sure what to make of this self-
proclaimed apostle who seemed to speak against the Law and the Prophets. 
 
Therefore Paul asked for their prayers so that he might come safely through what he knew would be 
a time of trials. 
 
V33 – Finally, the apostle proclaimed a blessing of peace on his readers.      
 
Romans 16 
 

VV 1-2 – Paul knew Phoebe (Φοίβη Phoibē - radiant), who had been a deaconess (διάκονος 

diakonos) at the church at Cenchrea, a city seven miles east of Corinth which served as its port.  She 
may have been a patroness of Paul as well.  Paul was writing this letter from Corinth in about 56 AD, 
and this passage suggests that Phoebe was charged with delivering the Epistle to the Romans to the 
church in Rome.  For his part, Paul was at the end of his third missionary journey and was about to 
depart for Jerusalem to deliver aid to the Christians there.  
 
It was common for people to carry with them a letter of introduction (2 Corinthians 3:1), and Paul 
asked that the Roman believers greet her kindly, providing everything she needed after a long and 
dangerous journey.  She had proven herself in her service to her church and to Paul.  She probably 
traveled with someone else.  People in the first century Roman Empire rarely traveled alone.  
 
Paul had never been to Rome and it is very interesting that he knew so many people there.  Several, 
like Priscilla and Aquilla, he met elsewhere and then they returned to Rome.  Others he probably had 
never met in person but knew them from their reputation. Nonetheless, Paul showed a warm affection 
for all of the people he mentioned and had probably spent many hours interceding for them before the 
mercy seat of God.  
 

VV 3-5 – Prisca (Priscilla - Πρίσκα Priska - ancient) and Aquilla (Ἀκύλας Akylas - eagle) were a Jewish 

wife and husband team makers of small, portable tents (σκηνοποιός skēnopoios - tentmakers, typically 

of leather, cloth or linen) in Corinth.  Aquilla originally hailed from Pontus, a region of the Roman Empire 
on the southeastern shore of the Black Sea (Acts 18:2).  The couple had moved to Rome, and may 
have become Christians under the influence of Roman Jews who originally met the Lord at Pentecost 
(Acts 2:10) and founded the Roman church (Romans 1:7-8).   
 
They were evicted from Rome when the Emperor Claudius evicted all Jews in 49 AD, and lived in 
Corinth, where they met Paul (Acts 18:2). One can only image the competing tent sellers in the 
marketplace trying to sell their wares, getting into a conversation, realizing that they all believed in 
Jesus, and becoming fast friends.  Priscilla and Aquilla then invited Paul to stay with them and attend 
their house church, and partners in ministry were born.  
 
The couple accompanied Paul to Ephesus at the end of his second missionary journey and were 
probably with him during the great riot (Acts 19:23-34, 1 Corinthians 16:8. 19).  They then returned to 
Corinth.  When the great Jewish preacher Apollos began to preach in a Corinthian synagogue and 
was mistaken in some of the things he was teaching about Christ, Priscilla and Aquilla invited him to 
their home and quietly trained him in the truth (Acts 18:24-26).   
 



 

40 
 

The couple worked diligently with Paul for the gospel, even at the risk of their own lives.  Further, they 
did for the sake of Jews and also Gentiles, who may have been God fearers.  Priscilla and Aquilla 
hosted a house church in Rome as well, having returned there after Claudius’ death in 54 AD.  Later 
in life they returned to Ephesus (2 Timothy 4:19).   
 
Epaenetus (Latin – “praiseworthy”) was from Asia Minor, likely Achaia, and was likely Paul’s first 
convert.  He may have been in Rome at this writing.  
 
VV 6-9 – Mary “labored hard” to the point of exhaustion.  Andronicus (Latin – “man of victory”) and 
Junias (Greek – “youthful”) were probably a couple who ministered together in the church at Rome.  

They were likely Jews (συγγενής syggenēs – related by blood or nationality) and may have been 

imprisoned with him at some point. Ampliatus (Latin – “large”) may have been the name of a slave in 
Caesar’s household (Philippians 4:22).  Urbanus (Latin – “refined, elegant”) was likely from Rome as 
well, and Stachys (Greek – “head of grain”) was by church tradition was the first bishop of Byzantium 
(38-54 AD).  It is unclear why, if this is the same man, he would be in Rome at this time.  
 
VV 10-12 – Nothing is known of Apelles.  Aristobulus is not greeted personally and may either have 
been dead or have not been a believer but led a household of Christians.  Some suggest he was a 
grandson of Herod the Great.  Herodian was a Hebrew Christian and may have been a distant 
relative of the house of Herod.  Narcissus may have been the secretary of the Emperor Claudius, a 
man of great wealth and influence.  Tryphaena (Greek - “dainty”) and Tryphosa (Greek - “delicate”) 
were likely sisters.  Persis was “a Persian lady”.  
 
VV 13-15 – Rufus (Latin – “red”) is the same person as is mentioned in Mark 15:21, a son of Simon of 
Cyrene, who bore Jesus’ cross. Rufus’ mother had cared for Paul sometime during his missionary 
travels. The remainder of this section mentions Christians less well known to Paul.  Hermes (Greek – 
“messenger”) was a name commonly given to slaves. 
 
It is important to note how important a role women played in the life of the early church.  At least nine 
of the 27 people mentioned in verses one to 15 were women.  Also, many of the people listed were 
probably slaves, although slaves in ancient Rome were often highly educated and influential, 
especially since many listed seemed to have had royal connections.   
 
V16 – Kissing on the forehead or cheek was a common greeting and sign of affection throughout the 
Bible.  Judas betrayed Jesus with such a kiss (Luke 22:47-48).    
 
V17 – Having listed a great number of godly men and women, Paul then warned his readers to 

beware of people who caused dissension (διχοστασία dichostasia - divisions) and hindrances 

(σκάνδαλον skandalon – a trap or something that can cause stumbling).  His focus was false teachers, but 

this admonition included gossips, backbiters, and anyone else who by their words and actions divided 
the body of Christ.  
 
When Christians encounter such people, they were to turn away from them.  This implies the 
breaking of fellowship and no longer associating with such people.   
 
V18 – People who did such things were slaves to their sinful natures rather than slaves to Christ as 
we are called to be.  Those who follow their own carnal desires and bodily appetites are enslaved to 
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them as surely as one who is the legal property of another.  People who give unrestrained sway to 
their lust, their anger, or their selfishness are by no means free, though they imagine themselves as 
free as a bird.  
 
Not only are such people bound by their desires, unable and unwilling to do what is right, they seek to 
entice others to do the same.  Using flattering speech they tempt the simple into giving way to the 
baser desires of men.  Paul warns his readers to beware of such people.   
 
V19 – Paul, who kept close tabs on the condition of the churches through his network of friends and 
associates in ministry, had heard good news about the obedience of the Roman church.  It was a 
cause of rejoicing for him, but he was concerned that they might fall prey to the false teachers.  

Believers are to be wise (σοφός sophos – skilled, expert) in the good and innocent (ἀκέραιος akeraios – 

unmixed, pure) in what is evil.   
 
V20 – In an allusion to the promise in Genesis 3:15, the God of peace is also the God of war and He 
would destroy the evil one.  For that purpose the grace of Christ would be with them.   
 
V21 – Paul was traveling with Timothy.  Lucius may have been Luke, the author of Luke-Acts. It could 
also be Lucius of Cyrene (Acts 13:1).  Jason was one of the first converts in Thessalonica (Acts 17:5) 
and Sosipater was probably from Berea (Acts 20:4-6).  
 
VV 22-23 – Tertius was Paul’s secretary.  Gaius was a convert of Paul in Corinth (1 Corinthians 1:14).  
Erastus, the city treasurer, had a position of great power and influence in Corinth.  His formal duties 
included being the commissioner of public works and archeologists have found paving stones from 
ancient Corinth with his name on them.  Quartus was another believer from the city.  
 
V24 – The phrase “the grace of our Lord Jesus be with you” is a common benediction for Paul’s 
letters (1 Corinthians 16:23, Galatians 6:18, 1 Thessalonians 5:28, Philemon 1:25).  He had already 
used it in verse 20 and used it again in verse 24, although here it is not found in the earliest Greek 
manuscripts.   
 
VV 25-27 – The Christians in Rome were established by the Lord 
 

1. In accordance with the gospel of Jesus Christ as preached by Paul. 
2. In accordance with the longstanding mystery of God which has finally been revealed.  

 
The crux of the mystery was how God would be reconciled to man.  It was mentioned by the prophets 
in the Old Testament, partially revealed in the Law, and known to all nations.  After all of this time, the 
answer to the mystery was finally revealed in Jesus Christ.  He was and is the answer.   


