
Islam Annotated Bibliography – Some Research Materials related to Islam 

 

Amy, Ross, et.al. The Christians: Their First Two Thousand Years. Vol. 7th v., A Glorious Disaster: 

A.d. 1100 to 1300 : the Crusades : Blood, Valor, Iniquity, Reason, Faith, edited by Ted Byfield. 

Edmonton: SEARCH, the Society to Explore and Record Christian History, 2008. 

The authors, researchers from the Society to Explore and Record Christian History (SEARCH), have 

prepared a comprehensive and compelling history of the Christianity over the past 2,000 years. This 

volume, covering 1100-1300, describes the era as “A Glorious Disaster” and handles events from the 

Middle Eastern Crusades to the Christian victory at Las Navas de Tolosa in the Spanish Reconquista. It 

is solid history, well-illustrated, and easy reading.   

Bethell, Nicholas. The Palestine Triangle: the Struggle for the Holy Land, 1935-48. New York: Putnam 

Adult, 1979. 

Nicholas Bethell, a historian of Central and Eastern Europe and a conservative in the House of Lords in 

the United Kingdom, describes the events leading up to the establishment of Israel as a nation in 1948. 

Beginning with the famous 1917 Balfour Declaration declaring the British support for a Jewish 

homeland in Palestine, it continues through the political turmoil of the 1939 White Paper and resulting 

violence. Bethell ably explains the roots of the current Palestine conflict. 

Burner, Paul, et.al. The Christians: Their First Two Thousand Years. Vol. 6, The Quest for the City: A.d. 

740 to 1100: Pursuing the Next World, They Founded This One, edited by Ted Byfield. 

Edmonton: Christian History Project, 2004.  

Part of the SEARCH Christian History Project, this volume, covering events from the reign of 

Charlemagne in the west through the onslaught of the Vikings in the north and to the spread of the 

gospel in the East during the era 740-1100. It describes the rapid advance of Christianity despite the 

challenge of Islam.   

Byfield, Michael, et.al. The Christians: Their First Two Thousand Years. Vol. 5, The Sword of Islam: 

A.d. 565 to 740 : the Muslim Onslaught All but Destroys Christendom, edited by Ted Byfield. 

Edmonton: Christian History Project, 2004. 

Part of the SEARCH Christian History Project, this volume covers one of the pivotal eras in world 

history, the origin and initial centuries of Islam. Well researched and illustrated, the volume is even 

handed but honest about the virtues, and the horrors, of the new creed. It describes the Plague of 

Justinian, the Byzantine-Sassanid Wars, and other events that set the stage for the Prophet and his work.  

Haldon, John F. The Byzantine Wars. Stroud, Gloucestershire: History Press, 2008.  



Some moderns consider the Byzantine Empire the stereotype of bureaucracy and incompetence, an 

image that John Haldon, a Professor of Byzantine History at Princeton University, tries to dispel in this 

badly needed book. Rather than making Byzantium the inept foil against a clever and inspired Islamic 

foe, the author describes the Empire as a human organization beset on all sides by enemies, never 

completely at peace, and still managing to survive for a thousand years despite the odds. The Byzantine 

Wars is a needed corrective to a pernicious bias.  

Hodgson, Marshall G S. The Venture of Islam: Conscience and History in a World Civilization. 

Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1974. 

In this three volume set, Marshall GS Hodgson what is considered by many to be the seminal history of 

Islam from its roots in Arabia to the 1950s. Though the first hundred pages of the first volume is a slow 

read and packed with background material, the series is well done. Not a soldier or theologian, 

Hodgson’s work is weaker in military and religious elements, but is outstanding in general historical and 

cultural material. It is a must-read for students of Islam.  

Huntington, Samuel P. The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of World Order. New York: Simon 

& Schuster, 2011. 

Few books shape their generation like Samuel Huntington’s Clash of Civilizations. Written after the fall 

of the Soviet Union and seeking to predict the future shape of conflict in the world, Huntington’s book 

influenced US policy and the whole world in its relations among nations and cultures. It posits that 

future world conflicts would be between cultural fault lines, including Western, Latin American, 

African, Islamic, Sinic, Hindu, Orthodox, Buddhist, and Japanese. The book generated many 

affirmations and rebuttals in the political science and foreign policy worlds, and retains its impact today.  

Ibn al-Naqīb, Aḥmad ibn Luʼluʼ. Reliance of the Traveller: The Classic Manual of Islamic Sacred Law 

ʻumdat Al-Salik. Rev. ed. Translated by Noah Ha Mim Keller. Beltsville, MD, U.S.A.: Amana 

Publications, 1999. 

The Quran is surely the ultimately textual authority in Islam, but there is much about the faith that it 

does not cover. The Hadiths, traditional words and works of Muhammad, are also important sources of 

Islamic Law and custom. The Reliance of the Traveler, complied from source documents in the 14
th

 

century, serves as a source of law for Muslims and of better understanding for others.  

Keegan, John. A History of Warfare. New York: Vintage Books, 1994. 

Keegan’s classic work is not specific to the wars of Islam or any other religion but covers many of the 

trends of war over the millennia. John Keegan, the famed military historian, provides an insightful 

overview of why Islam prevailed to begin with; in its earliest days.  

Kinross, Patrick Balfour. The Ottoman Centuries: The Rise and Fall of the Turkish Empire. New York: 

Morrow, 2002 



The Ottoman Turks were arguably the most powerful people to embrace Islam, and they were certainly 

the ones best known to the Western Europeans. Kinross covers their history from mysterious rise in the 

13
th

 century to the demise of their empire after World War I.  

Leaman, Oliver. Islamic Philosophy: an Introduction. 2nd ed. Cambridge, UK.: Polity, 2009. 

It is easy for Western students of philosophy to think that the topic began with the Greeks, skipped the 

Middle Ages and returned with the Renaissance. Oliver Leaman ably refutes this idea, demonstrating a 

long and noble series of Muslim philosophers that bridged the gap. They dealt with important topics 

such as the nature of reality, of man and of eternity, that philosophers in every culture have encountered.  

Lewis, Bernard. The Middle East: 2000 Years of History from the Rise of Christianity to the Present 

Day. London: Phoenix Giant, 1996.  

Bernard Lewis, a professor emeritus of Middle Eastern Studies at Princeton University, has produced a 

readable yet authoritative overview of one of the most conflict-ridden areas in human history, the 

Middle East. Beginning before Christianity, Lewis deftly manages the region from Rome and Persia to 

Israel and Palestine. His treatment is at first chronological, then cross-sectional, and finally topical, 

addressing the challenge of modernity in this ancient land.  

 

Naor, Mordechay. Ha'haganah. Israel: Ministry of Defence Pub. House, 1985. 

The final 12 years before the founding of the State of Israel were among the most convulsive in human 

history. Hitler’s Germany and Togo’s Japan launched World War II, the Holocaust decimated the 

European Jewish population, and Jews and Arabs began fighting over the Holy Land. Mordechay Naor 

covers the Ha’Haganah, the defense organization of the Jews before they had a state.  

Rahman, Fazlur. Major Themes of the Qur'an. 2nd ed. Chicago: University Of Chicago Press, 2009. 

As Islam grows in its impact across the world, the Quran has become more controversial. Fazlur 

Rahman has provided a useful overview of key concepts in the Quran, including God, man, nature, 

revelation, the Muslim community, and other areas. It is considered a classic.  

Riley-Smith, Jonathan. The Oxford Illustrated History of the Crusades (Oxford Illustrated Histories). Ill 

ed. New York: Oxford University Press, USA, 1997. 

The author includes well researched and illustrated background material for one of the most 

misunderstood and misused events in history. It covers all of the “crusades”, including the ill-considered 

adventures in the Baltics, but focuses on the  actions of Christians and Muslims battling over the Middle 

East.  

Roaf, Michael. Cultural Atlas of Mesopotamia and the Ancient Near East. New York, NY: Facts on 

File, 1990. 



Though this book covers only the time period through Alexander, Roaf provides important material to 

understand the background of Christianity and Islam. Ranging from 12,000 BC to 300 BC, the book 

presents both great and common parts of life in this vital region of the world. It is a must to understand 

the cataclysmic events of the next millennium.   

Stark, Rodney. God's Battalions: The Case for the Crusades. harpercollins pbk. ed. New York, NY: 

Harper One, 2009. 

Rodney Stark, a distinguished professor of social sciences at Baylor University, tackles the Crusades 

from a different perspective than most. Stark shows the Crusades, events which moderns tend to regard 

as early European imperialism and a blight to Christianity, as simply a European and Christian 

counterattack after centuries of Muslim aggression. He makes his case well, noting that the “lands of 

Islam” were actually lands taken from Christians. Atrocities occurred on both sides, something which 

was commonplace in the era but which modern Muslim apologists refuse to acknowledge. The book is a 

useful corrective to the biased history so commonplace today.   

Ruthven, Malise. Islam in the World. 3rd ed. New York: Oxford University Press, 2006. 

Malise Ruthven has created a useful single volume work on Islam. Written by a BBC correspondent and 

former professor of Islamic Studies and Comparative Religion, Islam in the World is a topical treatment 

including Muhammad, the Quran, Law, Sects, Spiritual Issues, and the Challenge from the West. He 

concludes that Islam must shed its political aspirations to thrive in the modern world, and gets some 

things wrong, such as his blanket statement about American treatment of prisoners at Guantanamo, but it 

is worth reading.   

Tuchman, Barbara W. A Distant Mirror: The Calamitous 14th Century. trade ed. New York: Knopf, 

1978. 

Barbara Tuchman was a famous writer of history, best known for her classic World War I tome The 

Guns of August. In A Distant Mirror, Tuchman covered the life of a French nobleman, Enguerrand VII 

de Coucy, Late in life, his struggles against the Ottomans provides needed insight into the Frankish side 

of the Ottoman conflict.   

Trifkovic, Srdja The Sword of the Prophet: Islam. Boston, Mass.: Regina Orthodox Press, ©2002. 

Serge Trifkovic’s work proclaims itself “the politically incorrect guide to Islam”. Written by a journalist 

of Serbian background with a PhD in current history, the book is a controversial treatment of Islam. 

Trifkovic begins with a less than adoring treatment of Muhammad, progresses through some religious 

tenets, outlines what he considers unending jihad, condemns “Western Appeasement” and concludes 

with concerns of a “fifth column” of jihadists undermining non-Muslim states. The work is less than 

objective but nonetheless makes points worth considering as people approach Islam in the modern 

world.  



Winter, Ralph D., and Steven C. Hawthorne. Perspectives On the World Christian Movement: A Reader. 

4th ed. Pasadena, Calif.: William Carey Library, 2009. 

Ralph Winter is legendary in the field of Christian missiology and his magnum opus, Perspectives on 

the World Christian Movement: A Reader, contains information, essays and stories to make believers 

aware of the church in the world around. The writing invites the reader to see the work of Christian 

discipleship from various points of view, including the senders, the field workers, and those they are 

trying to reach.   

Journal Articles 

Barber, Patrick G. “Christian Views of Military Participation Prior to the Reign of Constantine.” 

Restoration Quarterly 53, no. 2 (2011): 101-12.  

In contrast to the combative views and actions of early Islam, Christians in the first 300 years of the 

church avoided military service. Soldiers were encouraged to become Christians, but the idea that 

believers would join the armed forces was foreign to the early Church. This was one reason that early 

Christians were persecuted in Rome; they avoided serving in the military and were therefore seen as 

disloyal to the State.  

Frank, Dale. “Diverse Perspectives: Brief Reflections on the Middle East.” Cultural Encounters  7, no. 1 

(2011): 103-109. Frank, Dale, PhD; Mansour, Seda P.; Ahmad, Mubasher; Fleischacker, Samuel; 

Awad, Alex; Afridi, Mehnaz M.; Baylis, Albert H.. Source: Cultural Encounters, 7 no 1 2011, p 

103-109. 

In this article, Professor Dale Frank of the Israeli Institute of Technology, Haifa, Israel, collects a 

diverse set of voices commenting on the situation in the modern Middle East. From American Muslims 

to Palestinian Christians, most of those cited are concerned with the current state of affairs, but even 

more concerned at the lack of understanding demonstrated by all sides of the other sides.    

Abushouk, Ahmed Ibrahim. “Globalization and Muslim Identity Challenges and Prospects.” The Muslim 

World 96 (July 2006): 487-505. 

A common refrain in many articles on modern Islam is the difficulty that Muslim cultures throughout 

the world have with modernity. The author discusses how Muslim scholars see globalization as an 

ancient phenomenon, dating to Alexander the Great. As with previous versions, Muslims respond to the 

latest version, Anglo-Saxon globalization, with acceptance, rejection, or a combination of the two. He 

describes how Samuel Huntington’s classic book, Clash of Civilizations, promoted a neo-orientalist 

version of Islam, that it is incompatible with democracy, rather than a neo-third wordlist version, that it 

is not.  

Ali, Ameer. “The State, the Mosque, and the Masses: Discordant Discourses in the Muslim World.” 

Dialogue & Alliance. 21, no. 1 (Spring/Summer 2007): 77-94. 



In the immediate aftermath of 9/11, while Muslim leaders went into immediate damage control, 

distancing themselves and their religion from the attacks, millions in the Muslim world celebrated a 

victory against the infidel. Dr. Ameer Ali attempts to explore the discordant views behind this reality in 

his article. He blames the trifecta of political marginalization, economic failure and the erosion of 

cultural identity for a large part of the problem, and indicts Israel, along with oppressive Muslim states 

that the Western powers prop up. The author writes of Imams who personally want to return to the 7
th

 

century but are forced to serve as a tool of their governments.  

Austin, David. “The State of Affairs: Conflict in the Holy Land.” Cultural Encounters 7, no. 1 (2011): 

21-26. 

David Austin, a Christian working with the US State Department from 2007-2009, writes of the plight of 

Palestinian Christians, a forgotten minority in the fractious Middle East. He faults Christians not for 

supporting Israel but for supporting it without considering the injustices that it does to these people. 

Austin cites Middle Eastern Jews and even Muslims who claim that the best thing that Americans can do 

to promote peace in the area is to help these followers of Christ.  

Bolt, John. “The Two-Kingdoms Doctrine and the Mission to Islam.” Calvin Theological Journal 48 

(2013): 198-206. 

Newspapers proclaim that Islam is the world’s fastest growing religion, and then carry stories of terrorist 

attacks. All too often the perpetrators are Muslims. As Christians it can be hard to know how to respond 

to this dual reality. John Bolt recommends that believers in Jesus conceptually divide the problem into 

two kingdoms. The spiritual kingdom of Islam needs to be addressed with prayer, evangelism and 

discipleship, while the political kingdom of Islam should be handled with secular tools of diplomacy, 

economic interventions, and if necessary, force. By this paradigm, Christians can adequately face the 

challenge of Islam.     

Spoerl, Joseph S. “Islam and War: Tradition versus Modernity.” Comparative Islamic Studies 4, no. 1-2 

(2008): 181-212.  

In a masterful article, Joseph Spoerl compares and contrasts the classic Islamic view on war (8
th

 to 10
th

 

century AD) and the modern Islamic view. Reviewing the Quran, the life of Muhammad, and other 

authoritative texts, Spoerl concludes that the classical Islam spread itself, politically and religiously, by 

the sword. The modern view, that only defensive wars are permitted in Islam, fits better with current 

sensibilities but does no little injustice to the historical documents themselves. Islam can be peaceful, 

but that requires an exegesis of its Scriptures that is hard for many Muslims to bear.  

Firestone, Reuven. “Conceptions of Holy War in Biblical and Qur’anic Tradition.” Journal of Religious 

Ethics 24, no. 1 (1996): 99-123.  

When people point to violence done in the name of Islam, defenders of the Faith respond with 

accusations of violence done by Christians in the Crusades, and violence done by Hebrews in the Book 



of Joshua. There is no New Testament mandate for violence, but the commands concerning violence in 

the Old Testament Book of Deuteronomy are similar to those in the Quran. Reuven Firestone finds that 

divinely sanctioned war in Deuteronomy is limited only to the Promised Land of Canaan and to 

eliminate idolatry in the land. This was to ensure that the people of Israel maintained politico-cultural-

religious unity despite being surrounded by larger, hostile neighbors. Divinely sanctioned war in the 

Quran, by contrast, lacks any geographic boundaries. It is used to abolish idolatry anywhere idolatry is 

found.  

Wood, Graeme. “What Isis Really Wants.” The Atlantic (March 2015): 

The Atlantic magazine is not known for its fair and reasoned coverage of current issues, but this article 

succeeds on both counts. Viewing the Islamic State (ISIS) from a secular mindset, it is easy to think that 

it is a horde of barbarians. Graeme Wood persuades his readers this conclusion dangerously 

misunderstands and underestimates the capabilities and goals of this frightening group. Rather than an 

illogical and murderous bunch, ISIS has both political and religious goals; they want to rebuild a 

traditional Muslim caliphate in the Middle East on the extreme conservative Wahhabi model. This 

article is foundational for those who wish to investigate ISIS.   


